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By Mr. Jones of Barnstable, petition of William A. Jones for legis-
lation relative to qualifications for membership on the Board of
Registration in Optometry and to regulate the sale of spectacles, eye
glasses and lenses. Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act relative to the Practice of Optometry and regu-
lating the Sale of Spectacles, Eye Glasses and Lenses.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section sixteen of chapter thirteen
2 of the General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the
4 word “appointment” in the sixth line the words:
5 and three of whom shall have been actually engaged
6 in the practice of medicine and surgery, so as to
7 read as follows: Section 16. There shall be a
8 board of registration in optometry, in the two folio w-
-9 ing sections called the board, consisting of five mem-

-10 hers, citizens of the commonwealth, all of whom
11 shall have been actually engaged in the practice of
12 optometry as defined in section sixty-six of chapter
13 one hundred and twelve for the five years next pre-
-14 ceding their appointment and three of whom shall
15 have been actually engaged in the practice of medicine
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16 and surgery. One member shall annually, in Septem-
-17 ber, be appointed by the governor, with the advice
18 and consent of the council, for five years. No mem-
-19 ber thereof shall be a stockholder of any school of
20 optometry, a member of the faculty or on the board
21 of trustees thereof, or financially interested in a
22 manufacturing or wholesale optical business.

1 Section 2. Said chapter thirteen is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section seventeen, as so
3 appearing, and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-4 ing:
5 Section 17. The board shall annually meet in the
6 month of October at the state house, and shall or-
-7 ganize by electing a chairman and secretary who shall
8 be members of the board and who shall hold their
9 respective offices for one year. The board shall hold

10 additional meetings at such times as it shall determine
11 or upon the call of the chairman, all meetings to be
12 held at Boston. The secretary shall give to the state
13 treasurer a bond, with sufficient sureties to be ap-
-14 proved by the governor and council, for the faithful
15 performance of his duties.

1 Section 3. Said chapter thirteen is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section eighteen, as so ap-

-3 pearing, and inserting in place thereof the following: -

4 Section IS. There shall be paid by the common-
-5 wealth to the secretary of the board a salary of three
6 hundred dollars, to each other member thereof a

7 salary of one hundred and fifty dollars and to each
8 member thereof his necessary traveling expenses
9 actually incurred in attending the meetings of the

10 board, not exceeding three cents a mile each way.
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1 Section 4. Chapter one hundred and twelve
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out section sixty-eight, as appearing in section two
4 of chapter three hundred and thirty-nine of the acts
5 of nineteen hundred and thirty-four, and inserting
6 in place thereof the following: —•

7 Section 68. No person except as otherwise pro-
-8 vided in this section shall practice optometry until
9 he shall have passed a written examination con-

-10 ducted by the board in theoretic, practical and phys-
-11 iological optics, anatomy and physiology of the eye,
12 and of the use of the ophthalmoscope, the retinoscope,
13 perimeter and phorometer and shall have been reg-
-14 istered and shall have received a certificate of reg-
-15 istration which shall have conspicuously printed on
16 its face the definition of optometry set forth in sec-
-17 tion sixty-six. Every applicant for examination
18 shall present satisfactory evidence, in the form of
19 affidavits properly sworn to, that he is over twenty-
-20 one years of age and of good moral character, that
21 he has graduated from a high school having a course
22 of study of four years or has had a preliminary educa-
-23 tion equivalent to at least four years in a public
24 high school, and that he has graduated from a school
25 or college of optometry maintaining a course of
26 study of not less than four thousand six hundred
27 and eighty hours, provided that if an applicant is
28 unable to prove graduation from, or four years actual
29 attendance at a high school the board shall deter-
-30 mine his preliminary educational qualifications by a
31 proper and separate examination, the fee for which
32 shall be five dollars, to be paid by the applicant.
33 The fee for the examination for registration shall be
34 twenty-five dollars and those passing the examina-
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35 tion shall receive the certificate of registration with-
-36 out additional charge. Any applicant who fails to
37 pass a satisfactory examination for registration shall
38 be entitled at any subsequent regular examination
39 held by the board to additional examinations and
40 for each subsequent examination a fee of five dollars
41 shall be paid. The passing grades on any examina-
-42 tion shall be sixty-five per cent. The board shall,
43 within thirty days after the examination, notify
44 in writing each applicant of his attained grade in
45 each subject. All papers shall be held by the secre-

-46 tary of the board for a period of at least three years
47 after the examination and shall be open for public
48 inspection. The board shall hold at least two exam-
-49 inations each year, the first in the month of Janu-
-50 ary and the other in the month of September. Any

51 person who shall present to the board a certified
52 copy or original certificate of registration or license
53 which was issued to him by a board of registration
54 in optometry in any state or district of the United
55 States where the requirements for registration are

56 at least equivalent to those existing in this common-

-57 wealth at the time that he has acquired such cer-

-58 tificate or license, shall upon the payment of one

59 hundred dollars be registered and be given a cer-
-60 tificate of registration; provided, however, that such
61 applicant shall have been so licensed for at least
62 three years prior to his application to practice in
63 this commonwealth.
64 It shall be unlawful for any one registered under
65 the provisions of this act to use the prefix “Dr.” or

66 the word “doctor” in connection with his name
67 unless such doctorate degree has been duly con-

-68 ferred upon him by a duly established university.
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1 Section 5. Said chapter one hundred and twelve
2 is hereby further amended by striking out section
3 seventy-one, as so appearing, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following:
5 Section 71. The board may refuse to grant a

6 certificate of registration to any applicant found
7 guilty of fraud in making application or in taking
Ban examination for registration. The board may
9 revoke or suspend any certificate of registration for

10 unprofessional conduct, for fraud, deceit or mis-
-11 representation in practice, for conviction of crime,
12 gross incompetence, or for violation of any rule or
13 regulation made under section sixty-seven, provided
14 that before such action is taken the accused shall have
15 written notice of the charges against him and of the
16 day appointed for a public hearing thereon, which
17 notice shall be given by registered mail to his last
18 known address at least twenty days prior to such
19 hearing. At such hearing the accused shall have an
20 opportunity to be represented by counsel and to
21 produce testimony and witnesses in his own behalf
22 and to confront the witnesses against him.
23 Witnesses at hearings before the board shall testify
24 under oath, and may be sworn by any member thereof.
25 The board or the accused shall have the power to
26 require the attendance of such witnesses and the
27 production of such books, records and papers pertinent
28 to the issue as either may desire at any hearing of
29 any matter which the board has the power to investi-
-30 gate, and for that purpose either may require the
31 secretary of the board to issue a subpoena for any
32 witnesses directed to the sheriff of the county where
33 such witnesses reside or are found. The fees and
34 mileage of the sheriff and witnesses shall be paid
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35 from the fund in the treasury for the use of the board
36 in the same manner as other expenses of the said board
37 are paid. Depositions of witnesses residing within
38 or without the state may be taken by the board or
39 the accused in the same manner prescribed by law
40 for like depositions in civil actions in the district
41 court.
42 Any person whose certificate has been revoked or
43 suspended shall have the right of appeal to the cir-
-44 cuit or district court of Suffolk county or the county
45 in which he resides, either in term or vacation and a
46 trial de novo.
47 The judgment of the court may be reviewed upon
48 proceedings in error by the supreme court.
49 Such appeal shall be taken within thirty days from
50 the receipt of the notice of suspension or revocation
51 and shall act as a supersedeas.
52 Where the right of any person to practice has been
53 revoked or suspended as herein provided, the board
54 may receive an application for a renewal of the right
55 to practice, and upon such a new application it may
56 grant such a renewal.

1 Section 6. Said chapter one hundred and twelve
2 is hereby further amended by inserting after section
3 seventy-three, as so appearing, the following new
4 section:
5 Section 73A. No person shall sell spectacles, eye
6 glasses or lenses for the purpose of correcting defective
7 vision except under the supervision of a physician
8 lawfully entitled to practice medicine in the com-

-9 monwealth or an optometrist registered under the
10 provisions of sections sixty-six to seventy-three,
11 Inclusive.
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