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By Mr. McCarthy of Somerville, petition of Paul A. McCarthy
that police officers in certain cities and towns be granted one day off
in every seven days. Public Service.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act providing for One Day off in every Seven Days
for Police Officers in Certain Cities and Towns.

1 Section 1. Chapter one hundred and forty-seven
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
3 after section sixteen, as appearing in the Tercentenary
4 Edition, the following new section:
5 Section 16A. Except in Boston, members of the
6 police department of every town which accepts the
7 provisions of this section by vote of the city council
8 or selectmen shall be excused from duty for one day
9 out of every seven without loss of pay.

1 Section 2. Section seventeen of said chapter one
2 hundred and forty-seven, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by striking out, in the second line, the word
4 “three” and inserting in place thereof the word:
5 four, and by inserting after the word “sixteen” in
6 the seventeenth line the words: , or fifty-two in

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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7 each year in a town subject to section sixteen A, so
8 as to read as follows: Section 17. The time and
9 manner of excusing members of police departments

10 from duty in any town subject to any of the four
11 preceding sections shall be determined by the chief,
12 superintendent or other officer or board at the head
13 of the police department. A member so excused shall
14 be exempt from duty and from attendance at a police
15 station or other place, but otherwise shall be subject
16 to all laws, rules and regulations relating to members
17 of the department to which he belongs. The chief,
18 superintendent or other officer or board at the head
19 of the police department of any such town may, in
20 case of any public emergency, or of any unusual
21 demand for the services of the police in that town,
22 prevent any member of the department from taking
23 the day off at the time when he is entitled thereto, or
24 at the time assigned therefor, provided that such day
25 off shall be granted to him as soon thereafter as is
26 practicable. In no case shall the number of such days
27 off be less than twelve in each year in a town subject
28 to section fourteen, or twenty-four in each year in a
29 town subject to section fifteen, or forty-five in each
30 year in a town subject to section sixteen, or fifty-
-31 two in each year in a town subject to section sixteen
32 A, and they shall be in addition to any annual vacation
33 now or hereafter allowed to members of the said de-
-34 partments, and such annual vacation shall not be
35 diminished on account thereof.


