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By Mr. Barry of Boston, petition of Frederick W. Mansfield (mayor
of Boston) that the Board of Tax Appeals be abolished and that the
Land Court be given jurisdiction of the affairs of said board. State
Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirtv-Seven.

An Act abolishing the Board of Tax Appeals, and giving
to the Land Court Jurisdiction to decide Certain
Appeals, and defining the Powers and Duties of Said
Court relative to Such Appeals, and transferring to Said
Court Certain Appeals pending in Said Board of Tax
Appeals.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
-3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the im-
-4 mediate preservation of the public safety and con-
-5 venience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter fifty-eight A, inserted after
2 chapter fifty-eight of the General Laws by section one
3 of chapter four hundred and sixteen of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and thirty, as amended by sections
5 one and two of chapter two hundred and eighteen of
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I

6 the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-one, by sec-
-7 tion ten of chapter one hundred and eighty of the acts
8 of nineteen hundred and thirty-two, by section four
9 of chapter one hundred and sixty-seven and sections

10 two, three, four and five of chapter three hundred and
11 twenty-one, both of the acts of nineteen hundred and
12 thirty-three, by chapter three hundred and twenty-
-13 three of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-four,
14 by section one of chapter two hundred and seventy-
-15 six and by chapter four hundred and forty-seven,
16 both of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-five,
17 and subsection (g) of section one of chapter sixty-four
18 A of the General Laws, as appearing in the Ter-
-19 centenary Edition thereof, are hereby repealed.

1 Section 2. The General Laws are hereby
2 amended by inserting after chapter one hundred and
3 eighty-five the following new chapter:

4
Tax Appears to the Land Court.5

6 Section 1. The land court shall have jurisdiction
7 to decide appeals under the provisions of section
8 forty-two E of chapter forty; sections eleven, four-
-9 teen and twenty-five of chapter fifty-eight; of

10 clauses seventeenth and twenty-second of section five
11 of chapter fifty-nine; of sections seven, thirty-nine,
12 sixty-four, sixty-five, seventy-three and eighty-one
13 of said chapter fifty-nine; of section two of chapter
14 sixty A; of section forty-five of chapter sixty-two;
15 of sections two, eighteen A, twenty-eight, fifty-one,
16 sixty and seventy-one of chapter sixty-three; of sec-
-17 tion six of chapter sixty-four; of sections five and
18 ten of chapter sixty-four A; of sections twenty-five
19 and twenty-six of chapter sixty-five; of section four

Chapter 185A.
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of chapter sixty-five A; and under any other provi-
sion of law wherein such jurisdiction is or may be
expressly conferred. Except as otherwise provided
by law, no appeal to the court shall stay the collection
of any tax or excise. Whenever the commissioner of
corporations and taxation, in this chapter called the
commissioner, or a board of assessors, before whom
or which an application in writing for the abatement
of a tax is or shall be pending, fails to act upon said
application, except with the written consent of the
applicant, prior to the expiration of four months from
the date of filing of such application, it shall then be
deemed to be denied, and the taxpayer shall have the
right, at any time within ninety days thereafter, to
take an appeal from such denial to which he may be
entitled by law, in the same manner as though the
commissioner or board of assessors had in fact re-
fused to grant the abatement applied for.
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Section 2. Any party taking an appeal to the
court from a decision or determination of the com-
missioner or of a board of assessors hereinafter re-
ferred to as the appellee, shall file a petition with the
recorder of the court and serve upon said appellee
in the manner provided in section six a copy thereof.
Where two or more parcels of real estate are included
in one decision of a board of assessors the court in its
discretion may require that each parcel be the subject
of a separate petition. The commissioner shall forth-
with furnish a copy of each such petition served upon
him to the attorney general. The petition upon such
appeal shall set forth specifically the facts upon which
the party taking an appeal, hereinafter called the
appellant, relies, together with a statement of the
contentions of law which the appellant desires to raise.
The appellant shall state upon the petition the ad-
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55 dress at which service of any pleading, motion, order,
56 notice or process in connection with the appeal can

57 be made upon him. Within such time as the court
58 by its rules may prescribe, the appellee shall file with
59 the court an answer stating fully each finding of fact
60 and ruling of law made with respect to the tax or

61 determination in issue and denying or admitting each
62 and every allegation of fact contained in the peti-
63 tion; except that, in an appeal under section sixty-
64 four or sixty-five of chapter fifty-nine, if the appellee
65 desires to raise no issue other than the question
66 whether there has been an overvaluation of the prop-
67 erty on which the tax appealed from was assessed, no
68 answer need be filed. If no answer is filed in such a

69 case, the allegation of overvaluation of such property
70 shall be held to be denied and all other material facts
71 alleged in the petition admitted. If an answer is filed
72 a copy shall be served upon the appellant, in the
73 manner provided in section six. The party taking
74 the appeal shall at the time of filing the petition pay
75 an entry fee of ten dollars for each appeal from a de-
76 cision of the commissioner or, in the case of an appeal
77 from a decision of a board of assessors, an entry fee
78 equal to ten cents on each one thousand dollars of
79 the assessed value of that portion of the real estate
80 or personal property, or both, the tax on which is
81 sought to be abated, except that the minimum entry

82 fee shall be five dollars. The court shall not consider,
83 unless equity and good conscience so require, any
84 issue of fact or contention of law not specifically set
85 out in the petition upon appeal or raised in the
86 answer. At any time before the decision upon the
87 appeal by the court or by the supreme judicial court
88 on appeal under section nine, the appellee may abate
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the tax appealed from in whole or in part or change
his or its determination.

89
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Section 3. The court shall establish by rule an
alternative procedure, hereinafter referred to as the
informal procedure, for the determination of peti-
tions for abatement of any tax upon real estate or
tangible personal property, where such procedure is
elected by both parties, except as hereinafter pro-
vided. Such procedure, to the extent that the court
may consider practicable, shall eliminate formal rules
of pleading, practice and evidence, and, except for the
entry fee herein provided, may eliminate any or all
fees and costs, or may provide that costs shall be in
the discretion of the court. An appellant desiring
to be heard under the informal procedure shall pay
to the recorder the entry fee provided in section two,
except that the minimum entry fee shall be two dol-
lars where the property on which the tax appealed
from was assessed is occupied in whole or in part by
the appellant as his dwelling, and shall file a written
waiver of the right of appeal to the supreme judicial
court, except upon questions of law raised by the
pleadings or by an agreed statement of facts or shown
by the report of the land court, an election of the
informal procedure and a written statement of the
facts in the case and of the amount claimed in abate-
ment together with such additional information as
the recorder may require. The statement last re-
ferred to may be made on forms to be supplied by the
recorder and, if the appellant so requests and the
assessed value of the property concerned does not
exceed twenty thousand dollars, shall be made out
for the appellant by the recorder. The recorder shall
then serve a copy of such statement upon the appel-
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123 lee. No further pleadings shall be required under
124 this procedure if the appellee intends to offer no other
125 defence than that the property was not overvalued;
126 otherwise it shall file with the court within thirty
127 days of the service of such statement an answer

128 similar to that required under the procedure pro-
-129 vided by section two, hereinafter referred to as the
130 formal procedure. If the assessed valuation of the
131 property concerned exceeds twenty thousand dollars,
132 the appellee, within ten days of the date of the service
133 of such statement, may elect to have the appeal heard
134 under the formal procedure by so notifying the re-

-135 corder in writing and by paying to him a transfer fee
136 of five dollars, in which case the said statement shall
137 be considered to be a petition and such service to be
138 service of the petition and the waiver of the right of
139 appeal by the appellant shall be void. If the appellee
140 does not so transfer the case, the informal procedure
141 shall be deemed to have been accepted and all right
142 of appeal waived by the appellee, except upon ques-
-143 tions of law raised by the pleadings or by an agreed
144 statement of facts or shown by the report of the court.
145 No statement under the informal procedure shall re-
-146 late to an assessment on more than one parcel of real
147 estate, except where the court shall specifically per-
-148 mit otherwise. The court shall provide for the speedy
149 hearing of all appeals to be heard under the informal
150 procedure. The court shall make every effort to
151 reduce the expense of hearing cases filed under the
152 informal procedure by directing whenever possible
153 that petitions for abatement of taxes assessed upon
154 real estate situated in the same general locality of the
155 same town be heard together, irrespective of the
156 identity of the appellants.
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Section 4- A hearing shall be granted if any party
to an appeal so requests, and, upon motion of any
party to an appeal or by direction of the court, any
appeal may be set down for a hearing. Hearings
before the court shall be open to the public and such
hearings and all proceedings shall be conducted in
accordance with such rules of practice and procedure
as the court may make and promulgate. The court
may direct that two or more petitions for abatement
of the taxes assessed upon real estate situated in the
same general locality of the same town be heard to-
gether, irrespective of the identity of the appellants.
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Section 5. Before the hearing of a petition for the
abatement of a tax upon real estate, machinery or
other tangible property, the appellant shall permit
the appellee personally or by attorneys, experts or
other agents, to enter upon such real estate or upon
any premises where such personal property is situ-
ated and examine and inspect such real estate or per-
sonal property, including any property which the
appellant claims is exempt from taxation. In case
of doubt or uncertainty as to the identity of the prop-
erty the appellant shall point out to the appellee
the property to which the appeal relates. Sections
sixty-one to seventy, inclusive, of chapter two hun-
dred and thirty-one shall apply to all appeals before
the court except those conducted under the informal
procedure provided by section three of this chapter.
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Section 6. The mailing by registered mail, post-
age prepaid, to the address of any appellant as given
on the petition upon appeal, or to the address of his
attorney or agent of record, if any, or to the usual
place of business of the commissioner or of the board
of assessors, shall be deemed sufficient service of any
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pleading, motion, order, notice or process so served in
respect to proceedings before the court. The court
may order that further notice be given in any case.
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Section 7. At the request of any party made
before any evidence is offered, the court shall order
that all proceedings in a pending appeal be officially
reported by a stenographer. The court may con-
tract for the reporting of such proceedings, at the
expense of the commonwealth in the first instance,
but shall collect the cost thereof from the persons
requesting that the proceedings be reported. In such
contract the court may provide that one or more
copies of the transcript be supplied to the court with-
out cost to the commonwealth, and may fix the terms
and conditions upon which transcripts will be sup-
plied to other persons and agencies by the stenog-
rapher. No proceedings shall be reported officially
until an amount equal to the cost thereof, as esti-
mated by the recorder, shall have been deposited
with him at such times and in such manner as may
be provided by the rules of the court. Any excess
deposit over the actual cost shall be returned to the
depositor by the recorder. If no party requests that
the proceedings be reported, all parties shall be
deemed to have waived all rights of appeal to the su-
preme judicial court upon questions as to the admis-
sion or exclusion of evidence, or as to whether a find-
ing was warranted by the evidence. The right of
appeal upon questions of law raised by the pleadings
or by an agreed statement of facts or shown by the
report of the land court shall not be deemed to be
waived. For its own information, the court shall
have stenographic notes of hearings taken and may
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have transcripts thereof prepared in proceedings
which are not officially reported at the request of a
party.
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Section 8. Witness fees and expenses of service
of process may be taxed as costs against the unsuc-
cessful party to the appeal, in the discretion of the
court. In the event that the commonwealth, or any
official thereof, is the unsuccessful party to an appeal,
the costs shall be paid from the state treasury upon
certificate of the recorder in such form as the court
may prescribe by order. In the event that a subdivi-
sion of the commonwealth, or any official thereof, is
the unsuccessful party to an appeal, the costs shall be
paid from the treasury of such subdivision by the
treasurer thereof upon certificate of the recorder in
such form as the court may prescribe by order. In
the event that costs are taxed against an unsuccess-
ful taxpayer, the recorder shall certify the amount
of the same and they may be recovered in an action
of contract by the state treasurer, in the case of a tax
assessed by the commissioner or by the treasurer of
the subdivision of the commonwealth in behalf of
which the tax appealed from was assessed.
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Section 9. The court shall make decision in each
case heard by it and may make findings of fact and
report thereon in writing. Except in cases heard
under the informal procedure authorized by section
three, the court shall make such findings and report
thereon if so requested by either party within ten
days of a decision without findings of fact. Such
report may, in the discretion of the court, contain an
opinion in writing, in addition to the findings of fact
and decision. All reports, findings and opinions of
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the court and all evidence received by the court, in-
cluding a transcript of any official report of the pro-
ceedings, shall be open to the inspection of the public;
except that the originals of books, documents, records,
models, diagrams and other exhibits introduced in
evidence before the court may be withdrawn from the
custody of the court in such manner and upon such
terms as the court may in its discretion prescribe.
The decision of the court shall be final as to findings
of fact. From any decision of the court upon an
appeal from a decision or determination of the com-

missioner, or of a board of assessors, except decisions
of the court under sections twenty-five and twenty-
six of chapter sixty-five, an appeal as to matters of
law may be taken to the supreme judicial court by
either party to the proceedings before the land court
who has not waived such right of appeal. A claim
of appeal shall be filed with the recorder within
twenty days after the date of the decision of the court,
or within twenty days after the date of a report of
findings of fact, if such report is made on request of a
party after the decision; and within twenty days
thereafter, or within such further time as the land
court may allow, the appealing parties shall enter the
appeal in the supreme judicial court, in the county
where either party lives or has his usual place of
business or in Suffolk county, and shall file with the
clerk of said supreme judicial court a copy of the
record before the land court, shall serve by registered
mail upon the adverse party a copy of the claim of
appeal and a notice that he has entered said appeal
and shall file an affidavit of such service with said
clerk. The record in such an appeal shall include
copies of the following: the tax returns and lists,
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291 if any, filed by the taxpayer, so far as material to the
292 controversy, the original assessment or other original
293 determination in issue, so far as material, the appli-
-294 cation for abatement or other petition filed with the
295 commissioner or with the board of assessors and de-
-296 cision or determination thereon, the petition upon
297 appeal to the land court, the answer to the petition
298 and other pleadings, if any, filed with the land court,
299 the report and findings of the land court including
300 any opinions filed, all requests for rulings of law and
301 findings of fact and the disposition of each by the
302 land court, the claim of appeal to the supreme judicial
303 court and such portion of any official report of the
304 proceedings before the land court as may be neces-
-305 sary for the consideration of any question of law
306 raised before the land court, which it is alleged that
307 the land court has erroneously decided. Each claim
308 of appeal shall set out separately and particularly
309 each error of law asserted to have been made by the
310 land court, with precise references to the portions and
311 particulars of the proceedings before the land court
312 in which it is alleged that error of law occurred.
313 Upon the entry of the appeal it shall be heard and
314 determined by the full court. Within ten days from
315 the entry of the appeal in the supreme judicial court
316 the appealing party shall give the clerk of said court
317 an order in writing to print the record filed with him,
318 and the affidavit of service for transmission to the full
319 court, and, thereupon, in the manner provided in the
320 second paragraph of section one hundred and thirty-
-321 five of chapter two hundred and thirty-one for carry-
-322 ing questions of law to the full court, the expense shall
323 be estimated, notified to and paid by the appealing
324 party, said record shall be printed and, together with
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325 any original papers, transmitted to the full court, and
326 said appeal shall be entered on the docket of the full
327 court. The supreme judicial court shall not consider
328 any issue of law which does not appear to have been
329 raised in the proceedings before the land court. The
330 supreme judicial court upon determination of the
331 appeal may make such order as such determination
332 may require including an order for costs. Upon the
333 entry of such an order, with or without an order for
334 costs, a copy thereof shall be transmitted by the clerk
335 of said court to the recorder of the land court. If
336 the order grants an abatement of a tax assessed by the
337 commissioner or by the board of assessors of a town
338 and the tax has been paid, the amount abated with
339 interest, in case of a tax assessed by the commissioner,
340 at the rate of six per cent per annum, or, in case of a
341 tax assessed by the land court, at the rate of five per
342 cent per annum, from the time when the tax was
343 paid, but, in case of a tax assessed under chapter
344 sixty-two, not from a time earlier than October first
345 of the year in which the return of income subject to
346 said tax was required to be filed, and, if costs are
347 ordered against the commissioner or against a board
348 of assessors, the amount thereof, shall be paid to the
349 taxpayer by the state treasurer or by the town treas-
-350 urer, as the case may be, and, if unpaid in the latter
351 case, execution therefor may issue against the town
352 as in actions at law. If costs are ordered against the
353 taxpayer execution shall issue therefor. The appeal
364 to the supreme judicial court under this section shall
355 be the exclusive method of reviewing any action of
356 the land court under this chapter, except action under
357 sections twenty-five and twenty-six of chapter
358 sixty-five. For want of prosecution of an appeal in
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359 accordance with the provisions of this section the land
360 court, or, if the appeal has been entered in the su-
-361 preme judicial court, a justice of that court, may
362 dismiss the appeal. Upon dismissal of an appeal the
363 decision of the land court shall thereupon have full
364 force and effect. .

365 Section 10. The court shall provide for the publi-
-366 cation and sale or distribution of such of its reports
367 and opinions as are of public interest, in such form
368 and manner as it may deem best adapted for public
369 convenience and use, upon such terms and condi-
-370 tions as may be approved by the governor and
371 council.
372 Section 11. The court shall make to the general
373 court an annual report containing such suggestions
374 and recommendations for the amendment, alteration
375 and modification of existing laws relative to taxation
376 and related matters, as it may deem desirable, and
377 shall include in such report a statement of the num-
-378 ber and type of matters handled by it during the
379 preceding state fiscal year under this chapter and the
380 number of matters hereunder pending at the end of
381 the year.
382 Section 12. The provisions of sections fifteen to
383 twenty-five, both inclusive, of chapter one hundred
384 and eighty-five shall not be applicable to proceedings
385 under the provisions of this chapter.

1 Section 3. All appeals which have been filed
2 under the provisions of said chapter fifty-eight A in
3 the board of tax appeals prior to, and which are
4 still pending in said board at, the time this act takes
5 effect shall forthwith be transferred to and entered
6 upon the docket of, and shall be heard and decided
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7 by, the land court and shall be subject to all the
8 provisions applicable to appeals filed under section
9 two of this act.

Section 4. Section eleven of chapter fifty-eight
of the General Laws, as appearing in the Tercente-
nary Edition thereof, is hereby amended by striking
out, in line fourteen, the words “board of tax ap-
peals” and inserting in place thereof the words:-—
land court, so as to read as follows: Section 11.
The commissioner, from the returns made by as-
sessors under section eighty-five of chapter fifty-
nine, or otherwise, shall determine the total amount
of taxes exempted throughout the commonwealth
under clauses twenty-second and twenty-third of
section five of said chapter, and shall apportion one
third of such taxes among the towns according to
the basis determined by him for an apportionment of
the state tax under section nine of this chapter, and
the amount so apportioned to each town shall be a
charge against it. He shall also determine the
amount of taxes so exempted in each town, and one
third thereof shall be a credit to the town making
the exemption. He shall forthwith give written
notice by mail or at their office to the assessors of
each town thereby affected of the amounts so
charged against and credited to it, and they may
within ten days after the date of the notice appeal
from his determination to the land court.
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1 Section 5. Section twelve of said chapter fifty-
-2 eight as so appearing is hereby amended by striking
3 out, in line three, the words “board of tax appeals”
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4 and inserting in place thereof the words: land
5 court, —so as to read as follows: Section 12.
6 The commissioner, at the expiration of ten days
7 after notice under the preceding section or upon
8 being informed of the decision of the land court, if
9 an appeal is taken, shall certify to the state treas-

-10 urer the amount of charges against and credits to
11 each town as determined thereunder, and the
12 treasurer shall thereupon withhold out of any sums
13 payable by the commonwealth to each town against
14 which a charge is certified, and shall allow or pay
15 over to each town to which a credit is certified, as
16 the case may be, the amount so certified.

1 Section 6. Section fourteen of said chapter fifty-
-2 eight as so appearing is hereby amended by striking
3 out, in line seven, the words “board of tax appeals”
4 and inserting in place thereof the words: land
5 court, • and by striking out in lines eight and ten
6 the word “board” and inserting in place thereof, in
7 each instance, the words: land court, —so as to
8 read as follows: Section 14- The commissioner,
9 not later than June tenth of each year in which he

10 makes such determination, shall notify the assessors
11 of each town where the commonwealth owns, or the
12 county commissioners hold, land for the purposes
13 named in the preceding section, of his determination
14 of the value of such land in such town. A board of
15 assessors aggrieved by said determination may,
16 within ten days after the date of the notice, apply
17 for a correction thereof to the land court. Said
18 land court shall give a hearing to such assessors not
19 later than July fifteenth following, and shall season-
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20 ably notify them and the commissioner of the time
21 and place of the hearing. After the hearing said
22 land court shall notify said board of assessors and
23 the commissioner of its finding as to the value of the
24 land in question, and its decision shall be conclusive.

1 Section 7. Section fifteen of said chapter fifty-
-2 eight, as most recently amended by section twenty-
-3 one of chapter two hundred and fifty-four of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-three, is hereby
5 further amended by striking out, in line fourteen,
6 the words “board of tax appeals” and inserting in
7 place thereof the words: land court, so as to
8 read as follows: Section 15. The valuation deter-
-9 mined under the two preceding sections shall be in

10 effect for the purposes of sections seventeen and
11 seventeen A during the year in which such valuation
12 is made and the four succeeding years, and until
13 another valuation is made under sections thirteen
14 and fourteen, except that whenever land is acquired
15 by the commonwealth or by county commissioners
16 for the purposes set forth in section thirteen the
17 commissioner shall adopt the assessed valuation of
18 said land made in the year last preceding such
19 acquisition, and such assessed valuation shall be the
20 valuation of the land for the purposes of sections
21 seventeen and seventeen A, until a new valuation is
22 made by the commissioner or by the land court
23 under section thirteen or fourteen; provided, that
24 as to land used for a state forest such assessed valua-
-25 tion shall be reduced by deducting therefrom the
26 value of all forest products removed from such land
27 between January first on which it was last assessed
28 and January first in the year for which the reim-
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29 bursement is to be made, the amount thereof to be
30 certified annually before February first to the com-
-31 missioner by the state forester.

1 Section 8. Section seventeen Aof said chapter
2 fifty-eight as so appearing is hereby amended by
3 striking out, in line four, the words “board of tax
4 appeals” and inserting in place thereof the words:
5 land court, so as to read as follows: Section 17A.
6 The assessors of any town in which county commis-
-7 sioners hold land for the purposes set forth in section
8 thirteen shall assess such land to the county in the
9 annual valuation and tax list at the value deter-

-10 mined by the commissioner or the land court under
11 section thirteen or fourteen, or adopted by the
12 commissioner as provided in section fifteen, and at
13 the tax rate of the town for that year. If notification
14 as provided in said section fourteen is not received
15 by the assessors in time to make the assessment in
16 the manner above provided, the land shall be as-
-17 sessed at said value under the provisions of section
18 seventy-five of chapter fifty-nine. The tax bill for
19 land so assessed shall be sent to the county treasurer
20 who shall pay the same from funds available for
21 carrying out the provisions of section eighty-five of
22 said chapter one hundred and eleven, and such pay-
-23 ment shall be deemed a part of the cost of hospital
24 maintenance for said year within the meaning of
25 said section eighty-five.

1 Section 9. Section twenty-five of said chapter
2 fifty-eight, as most recently amended by section
3 three of chapter three hundred and twenty-three of
4 the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-four, is
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5 hereby further amended by striking out, in the last
6 line thereof, the words “board of tax appeals” and
7 inserting in place thereof the words; - land court,
B—soas to read as follows: ■ — Section 25. The com-
-9 missioner shall ascertain and determine the amount

10 due to each town under sections twenty, twenty-
-11 four and twenty-four A, notify the treasurer of each
12 town thereof, and certify the amount as determined
13 to the state treasurer, who shall thereupon pay the
14 same. The commissioner in his discretion may
15 from time to time within the fiscal year make partial
16 distributions of taxes paid therein and distributable
17 under the provisions of section twenty, withholding
18 such sums as may to him seem proper to provide for
19 refunds and abatements. Any decision made by
20 the commissioner under section twenty-four or
21 twenty-four A shall be subject to appeal to the land
22 court.

1 Section 10. Clause seventeenth of section five of
2 chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws, as most re-
-3 cently amended by chapter two hundred and ninety-
-4 four of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-five,
5 is hereby further amended by striking out, in lines
6 twenty and twenty-one, the words “board of tax
7 appeals” and inserting in place thereof the words:
8 land court, —so as to read as follows: Seven-
-9 teenth, Real Estate, to the value of two thousand

10 dollars, of a widow, of a person over the age of
11 seventy-five, or of any minor whose father is de-
-12 ceased, occupied by such widow, person or minor as
13 her or his domicile, provided, that the whole estate,
14 real and personal, of such widow, person or minor
15 does not exceed in value the sum of two thousand
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16 dollars, exclusive of property otherwise exempt under
17 the twelfth, twentieth and twenty-first clauses of
18 this section and exclusive of the value of the mort-
-19 gage interest held by persons other than the person
20 or persons to be exempted in such mortgaged real
21 estate as may be included in such whole estate; but
22 if, the value of such whole estate being less than two
23 thousand dollars, the combined value thereof and of
24 such mortgage interest exceeds two thousand dol-
-25 lars, the amount so exempted shall be two thousand
26 dollars. No real estate shall be so exempt which the
27 assessors shall adjudge has been conveyed to such
28 widow, person or minor to evade taxation. A widow,
29 person or minor aggrieved by any such judgment
30 may appeal to the county commissioners or to the
31 land court within the time and in the manner allowed
32 by section sixty-four or sixty-five, as the case may
33 be.

1 Section 11. Clause twenty-second of said sec-
-2 tion five of said chapter fifty-nine, as appearing in
3 the Tercentenary Edition thereof, is hereby amended
4 by striking out, in line ten of the last paragraph
5 thereof, the words “board of tax appeals” and in-
-6 serting in place thereof the words: land court, —-

7 so that the last paragraph of said clause twenty-
-8 second will read as follows: If the property of a
9 person entitled to such exemption is taxable in more

10 than one town, or partly without the common-
-11 wealth, only such proportion of the two thousand
12 dollars exemption shall be made in any town as the
13 value of the property taxable in such town bears to
14 the whole of the taxable property of such person.
15 The certificate of the granting of a pension by the
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16 United States to a soldier or sailor for an injury or
17 disability shall, while the pension continues, be suf-
-18 ficient evidence of the receiving of the injury or
19 disability; but the assessors may receive other evi-
-20 dence thereof. A person aggrieved by the judgment
21 of the assessors may appeal to the county commis-
-22 sioners or to the land court within the time and in
23 the manner allowed by section sixty-four or sixty-
-24 five, as the case may be.

Section 12. Section seven of said chapter fifty-
nine, as most recently amended by section two of
chapter fifty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and
thirty-six, is hereby further amended by striking out
said section seven and inserting in place thereof the
following:

1
2
3
4
5
6

Section 7. The assessors of a city or town where
land is acquired by such other city, town or district
for water supply or sewage disposal or for a public
airport shall, within one year after such acquisition,
determine the average valuation of such land under
the preceding section, and certify the amount so
determined to such other city, town or district.
The mayor or selectmen, the commissioners of pru-
dential committee of a district, or the metropolitan
district commission, within six months after receipt
of said certificate, may appeal from such determina-
tion to the land court; and said court shall deter-
mine the valuation in the manner provided in the
preceding section, and section sixty-five, so far as
applicable, shall govern such appeal.

7

8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

If land within any city or town shall have been
taken from it for said purposes, and for any one of
the three years prior to the taking shall have been

22
23
24
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25 used for any public purpose, and for that reason no
26 taxes shall have been collected thereon, the city or
27 town and the board or officer having charge of the
28 land so taken may within six years after the taking
29 agree as to the value of the land upon which the
30 annual payment is to be made as aforesaid from the
31 time of the taking, and if they cannot agree the board
32 or officer shall notify the city or town thereof, and
33 thereupon the value shall be determined by the
34 land court under said section sixty-five, and said
35 notice shall be deemed to be the notice referred to
36 in said section sixty-five. This and the preceding
37 section shall apply to property held for the purposes
38 of the metropolitan water supply, except property
39 situated in Ashland, Boylston, Holden, Hopkinton,
40 Sterling or West Boylston.

1 Section 13. Section thirty-nine of said chapter
2 fifty-nine, as most recently amended by section
3 thirty-six of chapter two hundred and fifty-four of
4 the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-three, is
5 hereby further amended by striking out, in lines six,
6 eleven and twenty-one, the words “board of tax ap-
-7 peals” and inserting in place thereof, in each in-
-8 stance, the words: land court, and by striking
9 out, in line twelve, the word “board” and inserting

10 in place thereof the word: court, —so as to read
11 as follows: Section 39. The valuation at which
12 the machinery, poles, wires and underground con-
-13 duits, wires and pipes of all telephone and telegraph
14 companies shall be assessed by the assessors of the
15 respective towns where such property is subject to
16 taxation shall be determined annually by the com-
-17 missioner, subject to appeal to the land court, as
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18 hereinafter provided, and shall by him be certified
19 to the assessors on or before March fifteenth. A
20 board of assessors aggrieved by a valuation made by
21 the commissioner under this section may, within
22 ten days after notice of his valuation, apply to said
23 land court. Said court shall hear and decide the
24 subject matter of such appeal and give notice of its
25 decision to the commissioner and to the assessors;
26 and its decision as to the valuation of the property
27 shall be final and conclusive, except as provided in
28 section seventy-three, relative to abatements. The
29 assessors shall, in the manner provided by law,
30 assess the machinery, poles, wires and underground
31 conduits, wires and pipes of all telephone and tele-
-32 graph companies as certified and at the value deter-
-33 mined by the commissioner or by the land court, and
34 such assessment by a board of assessors shall be
35 deemed to be a full compliance with the oath of office
36 of each assessor and a full performance of his official
37 duty with relation to the assessment of such prop-
-38 erty, except as provided in the following section.

1 Section 14. Section sixty-four of said chapter
2 fifty-nine, as most recently amended in the second
3 paragraph by section two of chapter two hundred and
4 eighteen of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
-5 five, is hereby further amended by striking out said
6 second paragraph and inserting in place thereof the
7 following:
8 Upon the filing of a complaint under this section
9 the clerk of the county commissioners or of the board

10 authorized to hear and determine the same shall
11 forthwith transmit a certified copy of such complaint
12 to the assessors and the assessors or the city solicitor
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13 or town counsel may within thirty days after receipt
14 of said copy give written notice to said clerk and to
15 the complainant that the town elects to have the same
16 heard and determined by the land court. Thereupon,
17 the clerk of the county commissioners or of the board
18 authorized to hear and determine such complaints
19 shall forward all papers with respect to such com-

-20 plaint then in the file of the county commissioners or
21 other such board to the recorder of the land court and
22 proceedings with respect to such complaint shall
23 thenceforth be continued as provided in chapter one
24 hundred and eighty-five A. If upon hearing the
25 court finds that the complainant is duly entitled to
26 an abatement, it may grant him such reasonable
27 abatement as justice may require, and shall enter an
28 order directing the treasurer of the town to refund
29 said amount, if the tax sought to be abated has been
30 paid, together with all charges and interest at five per
31 cent on the amount of the abatement from the date
32 of the payment of the tax. The court may make such
33 order with respect to the payment of costs as justice
34 may require.

1 Section 15. Section sixty-five of said chapter
2 fifty-nine, as mostrecently amended by section one of
3 chapter one hundred and sixty-seven of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and thirty-three, is hereby further
5 amended by striking out, in line four, the words
6 “board of tax appeals” and inserting in place thereof
7 the words: - land court, and by striking out, in
8 lines four, seven and eight, the word “board” and
9 inserting in place thereof, in each instance, the word:

10 • court, —soas to read as follows: Section 65.
11 A person aggrieved as aforesaid may, instead of pur-
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12 suing the remedy provided in section sixty-four, but
13 subject to the same conditions, appeal to the land
14 court by filing a petition with such court within sixty
15 days after receiving the notice required by section
16 sixty-three. Such appeal shall be heard and deter-
-17 mined by said court in the manner provided by chap-
-18 ter fifty-eight A. The court may enter such order as
19 justice may require in the manner provided in the
20 preceding section with respect to complaints re-
-21 moved from the county commissioners.

1 Section 16. Section two of chapter sixty Aof
2 the General Laws, as most recently amended by
3 section three of chapter three hundred and eighty-
-4 four of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-six,
5 is hereby further amended by striking out the eighth
6 sentence thereof and inserting in place thereof the
7 following:
8 The owner may within six months of the date of
9 the issuing of the notice of assessment or of the date

10 of sale or transfer, but not later than January thirty-
-11 first of the succeeding year, apply to the official or
12 officials authorized to assess the tax for an abate-
-13 ment, and, from a decision of the board of assessors
14 upon such application, an appeal may be taken to
15 the county commissioners or to the land court all in
16 accordance with the provisions of section sixty-four
17 or sixty-five of chapter fifty-nine, or from a decision
18 of the commissioner an appeal may be taken to the
19 land court in the time and manner provided in the
20 case of appeals taken pursuant to the provisions of
21 section seventy-one of chapter sixty-three.

1 Section 17. Section forty-five of chapter sixty-
-2 two of the General Laws, as appearing in the Ter-
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centenary Edition thereof, is hereby amended by
striking out, in line five, the word “clerk” and in-
serting in place thereof the word: recorder, by
striking out, in line five, the words “board of tax
appeals” and inserting in place thereof the words:
land court, and by striking out, in line five, the
word “board”, and in lines eight and thirteen the
words “board of tax appeals”, and inserting in
place thereof, in each instance, the word: court,
—soas to read as follows: Section 4-5. Any per-
son aggrieved by the refusal of the commissioner to
abate, in whole or in part, under section forty-
three, a tax assessed under this chapter, may appeal
therefrom, within thirty days after the mailing of
notice of the decision of the commissioner, by filing
a petition with the recorder of the land court. If, on
hearing, said court finds that the person making the
appeal was entitled to an abatement under section
forty-three from the tax assessed on him, it shall
make such abatement as it sees fit. The decision of
the court shall, except as otherwise provided herein,
be final and conclusive, and shall be communicated
in writing to the petitioner and the commissioner
within five days thereafter. Any taxes assessed
under this chapter or corresponding provisions of
earlier laws, which are unpaid and uncollectible,
may be abated by the court, on the recommendation
of the attorney general and the commissioner at any
time after the expiration of five years from the date
when the same became payable.

3
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1 Section 18. Section two of chapter sixty-three of
2 the General Laws, as most recently amended by sec-
-3 tion two of chapter three hundred and twenty-seven
4 of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-three, is
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hereby further amended by striking out, in the next
to the la,st line thereof, the words “board of tax
appeals” and inserting in place thereof the words: —-

land court, —so as to read as follows: Section 2.
Every bank shall pay annually a tax measured by
its net income, as defined in section one, at the rate
assessed upon other financial corporations; pro-
vided, that such rate shall not be higher than the
highest of the rates assessed under this chapter upon
mercantile and business corporations doing business
in the commonwealth; and, provided, further, that
such rate shall not be higher than six per cent. The
commissioner shall determine the rate on or before
July first of each year after giving a hearing thereon,
and at or prior to such hearing he shall make avail-
able to all banks requesting the same a statement
showing the aggregates of the income returnable
during the preceding calendar year and taxable
under this chapter and the aggregates of the taxes
under this chapter of such year, with respect to the
following classes of corporations: (1) domestic finan-
cial corporations, (2) foreign financial corporations,
(3) domestic manufacturing corporations as defined
in section thirty-eight C, (4) foreign manufacturing
corporations as defined in section forty-two B,
(5) domestic business corporations as defined in sec-
tion thirty, (6) foreign corporations as defined in
said section thirty. The commissioner shall season-
ably notify the banks of his determination. Appeal
by a bank from the determination of the commis-
sioner may be taken to the land court within ten
days after the giving of such notice.

5
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1 Section 19. Section eighteen Aof said chapter
2 sixty-three, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edi-
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3 tion thereof, is hereby amended by striking out, in
4 lines six and seven, the words “board of tax appeals”
5 and inserting in place thereof the words: land
6 court, —so as to read as follows: Section ISA.
7 A bank or company taxable under section eleven,
8 seventeen or eighteen shall be notified by the com-
-9 missioner of the tax assessed as soon as may be, and

10 within sixty days after the date of notification may
11 apply to the commissioner for a correction of the
12 assessment, and in default of settlement may,
13 within thirty days of the date of the notice of the
14 commissioner’s decision, appeal therefrom to the
15 land court. If abatement of a tax paid is granted,
16 the overpayment with interest thereon at the rate of
17 six per cent per annum from the date of payment
18 shall be refunded to the bank or company by the
19 state treasurer without any appropriation therefor
20 by the general court.

1 Section 20. Section twenty-eight of said chapter
2 sixty-three as so appearing is hereby amended by
3 striking out, in line fifteen, the words “board of tax
4 appeals” and inserting in place thereof the words;
5 land court, —so as to read as follows: Section
6 28. The commissioner, from such returns, and from
7 such other evidence as he may obtain, shall assess
8 upon all insurance companies subject to this chapter
9 the taxes imposed by sections twenty to twenty-

10 three, inclusive, and shall forthwith upon making
11 such assessment give to every such company notice
12 of the amount thereof. Such taxes shall become due
13 and payable to the commissioner thirty days after
14 the date of such notice but not later than July first.
15 All such taxes shall bear interest at the rate of six per
16 cent per annum from the date payable until July
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17 first and, whether assessed before or after July first,
18 shall bear interest at the rate of twelve per cent per
19 annum from July first until they are paid. Within
20 sixty days after the date of such notice the company
21 may apply to the commissioner for a correction of said
22 excise, and in default of settlement may, upon appli-
-23 cation within thirty days of the date of notification
24 of the commissioner’s decision, be heard thereon by
25 the land court. If abatement of a tax paid is granted,
26 the overpayment with interest thereon at the rate
27 of six per cent per annum from the date of payment
28 shall be refunded to the corporation by the state
29 treasurer without any appropriation therefor by the
30 general court.

1 Section 21. Section sixty of said chapter sixty-
-2 three as so appearing is hereby amended by striking
3 out, in line eleven, the words “board of tax appeals”
4 and inserting in place thereof the words; land
5 court, —soas to read as follows: Section 60. The
6 commissioner shall annually, as soon as may be after
7 the first Monday of August, give notice to the treas-
-8 urer of every corporation, company or association
9 liable to any tax under section fifty-eight, of the

10 amount thereof, the time when due, the right to apply
11 for correction, and the right of appeal, all as herein
12 provided. Said tax shall be due and payable to the
13 commissioner within thirty days after the date of
14 such notice, but not before October twentieth. The
15 taxpayer may apply to the commissioner, within
16 sixty days after the date of the notice, for the correc-
-17 tion of the tax, and in default of settlement may,
18 within thirty days of the date of notification of the
19 commissioner’s decision, appeal therefrom to the land
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20 court. If abatement of a tax paid is granted the
21 overpayment with interest thereon at the rate of six
22 per cent per annum from the date of payment shall
23 be refunded to the taxpayer by the state treasurer
24 without any appropriation therefor by the general
25 court even though such sum is not deductible from
26 a tax or taxes to be distributed to the several towns.

Section 22. Section seventy-one of said chapter
sixty-three, as most recently amended by section
three of chapter one hundred and sixty-seven of the
acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-three, is hereby
further amended by striking out, in lines five, seven
and eight and fifteen, the words “board of tax ap-
peals” and inserting in place thereof, in each in-
stance, the words: land court, —so as to read as
follows:-—Section 71. Except as otherwise pro-
vided, any party aggrieved by any decision of the
commissioner upon any matter arising under this
chapter from which an appeal is given, may appeal to
the land court within thirty days after the date of
notice of his decision. Any overpayment of tax
determined by decision of said land court shall be
reimbursed by the commonwealth with interest at
the rate of six per cent per annum from the time of
payment. Taxes, excises, costs or expenses of any
kind assessed upon any corporation, company or
association, except a municipal corporation, under
the provisions of this chapter or corresponding pro-
visions of earlier laws, which are unpaid and are
uncollectible, may be abated by the land court on the
recommendation of the attorney general and com-
missioner at any time after the expiration of five
years from the date when the same became payable.
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1 Section 23. Section six of chapter sixty-four of
2 the General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 Edition thereof, is hereby amended by striking out,
4 in line sixteen, the words “board of tax appeals” and
5 inserting in place thereof the words: land court, —•

6 and by striking out, in line nineteen, the word
7 “board” and inserting in place thereof the word:
8 court, —so as to read as follows: Section 6. If
9 any stamps have been erroneously affixed, the com-
10 missioner, upon presentation of a claim for the
11 amount of such stamps, and upon the production of
12 evidence satisfactory to him that such stamps were
13 affixed erroneously so as to cause loss to the persons
14 making the claim by said amount, or such part thereof
15 as he may allow, shall certify to the comptroller the
16 amount so erroneously paid, and the state treasurer
17 shall pay said amount without any appropriation
18 therefor by the general court. Such claims shall be
19 presented to the commissioner in writing duly veri-
20 fied, shall state the full name and address of the
21 claimant, the date of the erroneous affixing, and the
22 face value of the stamps, shall describe the document
23 to which the stamps were affixed, and shall contain
24 such evidence as may be available upon which the
25 demand for repayment is based. Such claims shall
26 be presented within ninety days after the alleged
27 erroneous affixing. If the commissioner rejects a
28 claim or any part thereof, the claimant may, within
29 thirty days after the date of the rejection, apply to
30 the land court, which shall thereupon review the facts
31 in the case, and shall forthwith give a written decision
32 to the claimant and to the commissioner; and if the
33 court grants any repayment to the claimant, the
34 amount of the repayment shall be certified and paid
35 as herein provided.
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1 Section 24. Section five of said chapter sixty-
-2 four A, as amended by section two of chapter three
3 hundred and fifty-seven of the acts of nineteen hun-
-4 dred and thirty-six, is hereby further amended by
5 striking out, in lines ten, eleven and thirteen, the
6 words “board of tax appeals” and inserting in place
7 thereof, in each instance, the words: land court,

8 so as to read as follows: Section 5. If a distribu-
-9 tor, having failed to file a return, or, having filed an

10 incorrect or insufficient return without reasonable
11 excuse, fails to file an original or corrected return, as
12 the case may require, within twenty days after the
13 giving of notice to him by the commissioner of his
14 delinquency, the commissioner shall determine the
15 amount due, at any time within two years after the
16 making of the earliest sale included in such deter-
-17 mination. The distributor may appeal from his
18 decision within ten days thereafter to the land court,
19 whose decision shall be final. The commissioner, or,
20 in the case of appeal, the land court, having made
21 such determination, shall give notice to the delinquent
22 distributor of the amount determined to be due, and
23 the distributor shall forthwith after the giving of such
24 notice pay to the commissioner the amount so deter-
-25 mined with interest at six per cent from the fifteenth
26 day of the month next succeeding the month in which
27 the return is required to be made pursuant to section
28 four.

1 Section 25. Section ten of said chapter sixty-
-2 four A, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition
3 thereof, is hereby amended by striking out, in line
4 six, the words “board of tax appeals” and inserting
sin place thereof the words: land court, ■— so as to
6 read as follows: Section 10. Sums due to the
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7 commonwealth under this chapter as excise or as
8 penalties or forfeitures may be recovered by the
9 attorney general in an action brought in the name of

10 the commissioner. The commissioner may suspend
11 the license of a distributor for violation of any pro-
-12 vision of this chapter, but the distributor may appeal
13 from his decision within ten days thereafter to the
14 land court, whose decision shall be final.

1 Section 26. Section twelve of said chapter sixty-
-2 four A as so appearing is hereby amended by strik-
-3 ing out, in line six, the words “board of tax appeals”
4 and inserting in place thereof the words: land
5 court, —so as to read as follows: Section 12.
6 The supreme judicial court shall have jurisdiction in
7 equity to restrain the collection, upon any sale
8 exempted by the constitution and laws of the United
9 States, of the excise imposed by this chapter. Said

10 bill shall be brought against the commissioner,
11 whether the question of the collection of the excise
12 is in the hands of the attorney general or pending
13 before the land court or is still in the hands of the
14 commissioner.

1 Section 27. Section twenty-five of chapter sixty-
-2 five of the Genera] Laws, as appearing in the Ter-
-3 centenary Edition thereof, is hereby amended by
4 striking out, in lines seven and eight, the words
5 “board of tax appeals” and in line eight the word
6 “board” and inserting in place thereof, in each in-
-7 stance, the words: land court, so as to read as
8 follows: Section 25. The value of the property
9 upon which the tax is computed shall be determined

10 by the commissioner and notified by him to the per-
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11 sons by whom the tax is payable, and such determina-
-12 tion shall be final unless the value so determined
13 shall be reduced by proceedings as herein provided.
14 At any time within three months after such deter-
-15 mination, any party interested in the succession,
16 or the executor, administrator or trustee, may
17 appeal from the decision to the land court. Said
18 land court shall appraise such property at its value
19 as of the date of the death of the decedent, shall give
20 notice of its decision to the commissioner and to the
21 appellant, and shall make return thereof to the pro-
-22 bate court. Such return, when accepted by said
23 court, shall be final except that any party aggrieved
24 by such appraisal shall have an appeal on matters
25 of law.

1 Section 28. Section twenty-six of said chapter
2 sixty-five as so appearing is hereby amended by
3 striking out, in lines seven and ten, the words “board
4 of tax appeals” and inserting in place thereof, in
5 each instance, the words: land court, so as to
6 read as follows: Section 26. At any time within
7 three months after the date of the determination of
8 value of any estate made by the commissioner under
9 the preceding section, the commissioner may, at the

10 request or with the consent of the persons by whom
11 the tax is payable, alter such determination of value.
12 If any such alteration is made, the commissioner
13 shall notify the persons by whom the tax is payable
14 of the alteration, and the period within which an
15 appeal to the land court may be taken as provided
16 by said section shall be three months from the date
17 of said alteration of value by the commissioner. In
18 all proceedings before the land court or in the pro-
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19 bate court under this or the preceding section the
20 commissioner shall receive notice thereof and may
21 be heard.

1 Section 29. Section forty-two Eof chapter forty
2 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by
3 section six of chapter one hundred and eighty of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-two, is hereby
5 further amended by striking out the last sentence
6 and inserting in place thereof the following:
7 If such petition is denied in whole or in part, the
8 petitioner may appeal to the land court upon the
9 same terms and conditions as a person aggrieved by

10 the refusal of the assessors of a city or town to abate
11a tax.

1 Section 30. Chapter forty-one of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out section
3 twenty-six A, inserted by chapter one hundred and
4 forty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
-5 five, and inserting in place thereof the following:—-
6 Section 26A. The assessors, or selectmen acting
7 as such, may employ counsel at the expense of the
8 city or town to defend them in all proceedings under
9 section fifty-eight A; provided, that if such city or

10 town maintains a city solicitor or town counsel the
11 assessors, or selectmen acting as such, shall not
12 employ other counsel for such defence but shall use
13 such solicitor or counsel therefor, whose expenses
14 incurred in such defence shall be paid from his general
15 appropriation.
16 The foregoing restriction on the right of the as-
-17 sessors, or selectmen acting as such, to employ coun-
-18 sel for such purpose shall not apply in case the town
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19 has made an appropriation coveiing the employment
20 of counsel therefor.

1 Section 31. Section one of chapter fifty-eight of
2 the General Laws, as most recently amended by sec-
-3 tion nine of chapter one hundred and eighty of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-two, is hereby
5 further amended by striking out the fifth sentence
6 and inserting in place thereof the following:-
7 He may appear before the superior court or any
8 board of county commissioners sitting for the abate-
-9 ment of taxes, or before the land court.

1 Section 32. Section twenty-one of chapter one
2 hundred and thirty-eight of the General Laws, as
3 most recently amended by section thirteen of chap-
-4 ter three hundred and eighty-five of the acts of
5 nineteen hundred and thirty-four, is hereby further
6 amended by striking out the last paragraph thereof
7 and inserting in place thereof the following:
8 Any licensee aggrieved by the refusal of the com-
-9 missioner to abate, in whole or in part, a tax imposed

10 by this section, may appeal therefrom, within thirty
11 days after the mailing of a notice of the decision of
12 the commissioner, by filing a petition with the land
13 court. If, on hearing, said court finds that the li-
-14 censee making the appeal was entitled to an abate-
-15 ment of the tax assessed, it shall make such abate-
-16 ment as it sees fit.

1 Section 33. Chapter sixty-two of the General
2 Laws, as amended by section six of chapter three
3 hundred and fifty of the acts of nineteen hundred
4 and thirty-three, is hereby further amended by
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5 striking out, in the fourth line, the word “board”
6 and inserting in place thereof the words: —-land
7 court, —soas to read as follows: Section 46. If
8 the tax abated has been paid, the state treasurer,
9 upon presentation to him of the notice of the deci-

-10 sion of the land court, shall repay to the petitioner
11 the amount of the abatement and interest at the
12 rate of six per cent per annum from the time of
13 payment, but not from a time earlier than October
14 first of the year in which the return of income sub-
-15 ject to said tax was required to be filed.

1 Section 34. Section seventy-one Aof chapter
2 sixty-three of the General Laws, as most recently
3 amended by chapter one hundred and fifty of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-five, is hereby
5 further amended by striking out the words “board
6 of tax appeals”, inserted by said chapter one hun-
-7 dred and fifty, and inserting in place thereof the
8 words: land court, —so as to read as follows: —-

9 Section 71 A. Returns required by this chapter shall,
10 except in proceedings before the land court or to
11 collect the taxes or enforce the penalties provided
12 herein, be open only to the inspection of the com-
-13 missioner, his deputies, clerks and assistaids, and
14 such other officers of the commonwealth as may have
15 occasion to inspect them for the purpose of assessing
16 or collecting taxes.

1 Section 35. Sections one, eight and nine of
2 chapter three hundred and twenty-one of the acts
3 of nineteen hundred and thirty-three are hereby
4 repealed.


