
Executive Department

State House, Boston, February 18, 1937.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning herewith without my signature House
Bill No. 1507, entitled: “An Act relative to the Granting
to Habitual Criminals Permits to be at Liberty.”

Ever since 1887, the Governor and Council, elected
officials of the people of the Commonwealth, were given
the power to grant permits to habitual criminals. This
bill, if enacted into law, would repeal Section 134 of
Chapter 127 of the General Laws, thus transferring the
exercise of that right of judgment from the Governor
and Council to the Board of Parole, the members of
which are appointed and not elected. Acts of elected
officials are countenanced by the people in such a man-
ner as can warrant their retention in office or their re-
tirement from office, but an appointed board could act
in such an arbitrary manner as to be repulsive to the
people, nevertheless, by reason of the nature of its exist-
ence, it would be removed from the discipline of the
majority of the people.

Also, in addition, this bill would give to habitual
criminals certain curtailments of sentence as a matter
of legal right. For years, a felon, through the wisdom
of our predecessors, has been deprived of the right of
citizenship, yet this bill would give to a person convicted
of successive felonies, an habitual criminal, definite rights
and privileges as a matter of law.

In these strenuous days, when the courageous, honest
and worthy citizens of this Commonwealth, some of them
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facing adversities, are obeying the Commandments of
God and the laws of the Commonwealth, then it is felt
that our time might better be devoted to their needs
and conveniences, other than directed to the compliment-
ing of habitual criminals in their unsuccessful achieve-
ment in crime.

CHARLES F. HURLEY.


