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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I return herewith without my approval House Bill No. 
818, entitled, “ An Act relative to the Number of School 
Days at the Senior Junior High School in the Town of 
East Bridgewater in the School Year Nineteen Hundred 
and Thirty-Six and Nineteen Hundred and Thirty- 
Seven” .

Section 1 of Chapter 71 of the General Laws provides 
in part, “ Every town shall maintain, for at least one hun
dred and sixty days in each school year unless specifically 
exempted as to any one year by the department of educa
tion in this chapter called the department, a sufficient 
number of schools for the instruction of all children who 
may legally attend a public school therein” .

Section 4 of the same chapter further provides in part, 
“ One or more courses of study, at least four years in 
length, shall be maintained in such high school and it shall 
be kept open for the benefit of all the inhabitants of the 
town for at least one hundred and eighty days, exclusive 
of vacations, in each school year, unless specifically 
exempted as to any one school year by the department 
because of epidemic or other emergency” .

The bill before me specifically concerns the senior- 
junior high school of East Bridgewater. As is evident in 
Section 1 of Chapter 71 previously quoted, the general 
laws apparently provides for one hundred and sixty days 
of schooling in all public schools except high schools. 
Therefore, the one hundred and sixty days sought by this



legislation is already provided by law and hence that por
tion of the bill relating to the Junior High School is un
necessary and repetitious.

The bill further provides for a reduction of senior high 
school days to one hundred and sixty in number.

Section 4 of Chapter 71 also previously quoted, ex
pressly provides that the provisions of that section be 
complied with, “ unless specifically exempted as to any 
one school year by the department because of epidemic 
or other emergency” .

It is understood that no epidemic existed, and I am of 
the opinion that the building of an addition to the school 
involved, is not an unexpected occurrence such as to con
stitute an emergency. It is something that could be fore
seen and contemplated.

The education of the youth of the Commonwealth is a 
solemn duty.

Exceptions should not be taken to existing laws which 
would minimize that importance.

This bill solicits the support of the Legislature and the 
Governor in an endeavor to disregard the purposes and 
intent of Section 4, Chapter 71 of the General Laws. 
Therefore, I am returning this bill without my signature.

CHARLES F. HURLEY.






