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REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION INVES-
TIGATING CERTAIN PROBLEMS ARISING
FROM THE ACQUISITION OR OWNERSHIP
OF PROPERTY IN A MUNICIPALITY BY THE
COMMONWEALTH OR A POLITICAL SUB-
DIVISION THEREOF.

[Taxation.]

December 2, 1936.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representali

The Commission, established by chapter 59 of the
Resolves of 1936, begs leave to file this as a report which,
because of circumstances over which it had but little
control, is not a discharge of the obligation placed upon
it by the General Court.

The Commission respectfully suggests that if the
General Court is of the opinion that the subject matter
of the resolve is still worthy of study, and is of the opinion
that the Commission under other circumstances might
successfully discharge the obligation, it is willing to be
continued under the existing resolve or through re-
enactment undertaken at a later period to complete its
study and report in a manner which will be in compliance
with the subject matter of chapter 59 of the Resolves of
1936.

The Commission was established under a resolve read
ing as follows:
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Resolved, I hat an unpaid special commission, to consist of thecommissioners of corporations and taxation, correction, conservation,education, public health, mental diseases and public welfare, is herebyestablished for the purpose of investigating the advisability of revisingthe laws relative to the reimbursement of municipalities for loss of
t ixes by reason of lands therein owned by the commonwealth or a
political subdivision thereof or changing the established practice of
aiding municipalities in which the commonwealth or any of its politi-
cal subdivisions acquire property for any purpose.. In making said
investigation the commission shall consider the subject matter of
current house documents numbered three hundred and seventy-two,
fifteen hundred and seventy and seventeen hundred and ninety-nine
and may consider any or all problems or matters in any way germane
to the subject of said investigation. Any of said commissioners may,
if he so elects, designate an officer or employee in his department
who shall serve in his place on said commission. Said commission
shall report to the general court the results of its investigation, and
its recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation neces-
sary to carry such recommendations into effect, by filing the same
with the clerk of the house of representatives on or before the first
Wednesday of December in the current year.

The Commission organized as soon as it was possible
to get the various Commissioners charged with the duty
of studying the resolve together for organization. The
Commission held a public hearing the notice of which
was duly made public, and by special letter each mayor
and board of selectmen in the three hundred and fifty-
five cities and towns in Massachusetts was advised of
this hearing at which attention was called to the resolve
by communicating to them its entire contents and ad-
vising them that a public hearing would be held in re-
spect to it in Room 427, State House, at ten o’clock in
the forenoon, on October 18, 1936.

This hearing was attended by representatives of the
cities of Springfield and Waltham and the towns of
Arlington, Concord, Norfolk, Milton and West Boylston.
In addition, the Massachusetts Selectmen’s Association
was represented and some of the state departments
dealing either with water supplies, public reservations,
state forests or similarly state-held property. The in-
terest in the problem as shown at this public hearing
deepened the conviction on the part of the members of
the Commission present that the problem was an ex-
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tremely broad one and one which in its successful solu-
tion required the deepest of thought and the compilation
of facts from the various aspects of the problem in its
entirety, which cuts deep into the activities of the State
and its political subdivisions.

It is the opinion of the Commission that there is need
of a thorough study of this entire problem, and that a
readjustment of the relationships between the commun-
ities where property is taken for public purposes and the
State as a whole is imperative.

The Commission regrets its inability to even scratch
the surface of the problem, and, being unable in the last
few months to do that which was required, even though
there was a hope that something might be accomplished
in the latter part of the year, renders this report in par-
tial compliance with the resolve. Not having studied
the problem sufficiently it cannot make any recommenda-
tions nor suggest drafts of legislation to carry the recom-
mendations into effect.

Respectfully submitted,

HENRY F. LONG,
Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation.

ARTHUR T. LYMAN,
Commissioner of Correction.

ERNEST J. DEAN,
Commissioner of Conservation.

JAMES G. REARDON,
Commissioner of Education.

HENRY D. CHADWICK,
Commissioner of Public Health.

DAVID L. WILLIAMS,
Commissioner of Mental Disease

Walter v. McCarthy,
Commissioner of Public Welfare.

Filed in the office of the Clerk of the House on March
15, 1937.

FRANK E. BRIDGMAN,
Clerk,




