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House of Representatives, April 26, 1937. i
The committees on Agriculture and Public Health,

sitting jointly, to whom was referred the petition (ac-
companied by bill, House, No. 1190) of F. W. Pym and
others for legislation to re-define “cheese” and relative
to its manufacture and sale, report the accompanying
bill (House, No. 1792).

For the committee,

WM. ARTHUR AKEROYD.

C&e Commonwealth of Q^awacbusetts!
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act relative to the Definition of Cheese and its
Manufacture and Sale.

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter ninety-four of
2 the General Laws, as amended, is hereby further
3 amended by striking out the paragraph containing
4 the definition of “Butter” and “cheese”, as appear-
-5 ing in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in
6 place thereof the following:
7 “Butter”, the product usually known by that
8 name which is manufactured exclusively from milk
9 and cream with or without salt and with or without

10 coloring matter. Butter shall contain not less than
11 eighty per cent by weight of milk fat. Butter con-
-12 taining less than eighty per cent by weight of milk
13 fat shall be deemed to be adulterated within the
14 meaning of sections one hundred and eighty-six to
15 one hundred and ninety-five, inclusive.

1 Section 2. Said section one is hereby further
2 amended by striking out after the definition of ‘ ‘ Cattle
3 feed” the paragraph reading “ ‘Cheese’, see ‘butter’,”
4 as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and insert-
-5 ing in place thereof the four following paragraphs:
6 “Cheese”, the product made from the separated

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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7 curd obtained by the action of coagulating agents on

8 milk, either whole or skimmed, or partially skimmed,
9 enriched with cream, salted or unsalted, colored or

10 uncolored. The coagulation is accomplished by
11 means of rennet or other suitable enzymes, lactic
12 fermentation, or by a combination of the two. The
13 curd may be modified by heat, pressure, ripening fer-
-14 ments, special molds, and may contain suitable sea-

-15 soning or flavoring agents.
16 “Cream cheese”, the soft uncured cheese made
17 from cow’s milk, either whole or skimmed, enriched
18 with cream, salted or unsalted, colored or uncolored,
19 and with suitable coagulating agencies, and with or
20 without vegetable gums, which, if used, shall not be
21 in excess of one half of one per cent by weight of the
22 finished product. It shall contain not less than
23 seventy per cent butter fat on a moisture free basis
24 and not more than fifty-six per cent of moisture.
25 Cream cheese may contain added flavoring ingre-
-26 dients when stated on the label, but such product
27 shall contain not less than sixty per cent of butter
28 fat on a moisture free basis.
29 The definitions and standards of cheese bearing a
30 descriptive name in addition to the word “cheese”,
31 not otherwise fixed by the laws of this commonwealth
32 or by the department under section one hundred
33 and ninety-two, shall be those fixed and promulgated
34 from time to time by the Food and Drug Adminis-
-35 tration of the United States Department of Agri-
-36 culture.
37 Sections one hundred and eighty-six to one hun-
-38 dred and ninety-five, inclusive, of chapter ninety-
-39 four shall apply to the adulteration or misbranding
10 of all kinds of cheese.
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1 Section 3. Section fifty of said chapter ninety-
-2 four, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is
3 hereby amended by striking out, in the fourth line,
4 the words “and either not made exclusively and
5 wholly of milk or cream”, and inserting in place
6 thereof the words: and not made by the use of
7 coagulating agents, and by striking out, in the
8 fifth line, the word “therefrom” and inserting in
9 place thereof the words: from the milk of cows,

10 goats or sheep, so as to read as follows: Sec-
-11 tion 50. Whoever himself or by his agent sells, ex-
-12 poses for sale or has in his possession with intent to
13 sell, any article, substance or compound, made in
14 imitation or semblance of cheese or as a substitute
15 therefor, and not made by the use of coagulating
16 agents, or containing any fats, oils or grease not pro-
-17 duced from the milk of cows, goats or sheep, shall
18 have the words “imitation cheese” stamped, labelled
19 or marked in printed letters of plain, uncondensed
20 gothic type, not less than one inch in length, so that
21 said words cannot be easily defaced, upon the side of
22 each cheesecloth or band around the same, and upon
23 the top and side of each tub, firkin, box or package
24 containing any of said article, substance or com-

-25 pound. In retail sales of said article, substance or

26 compound not in the original packages, the seller
27 shall attach to each package so sold, and shall deliver
28 therewith to the purchaser, a label or wrapper bearing
29 in a conspicuous place upon the outside of the package
30 the words “imitation cheese”, in printed letters of
31 plain uncondensed gothic type, not less than one half
32 inch in length.

1 Section 4. Said chapter ninety-four, as amended,
2 is hereby further amended by inserting after section
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3 sixty-one, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
4 the following new section:
5 Section 61 A. The kind of cheese known as Ched-
-6 dar cheese, American cheese, or American Cheddar
7 cheese, may be sold under the designation “cheese”,
8 without qualification, and unless its definition and
9 standard is otherwise fixed by the laws of this com-

-10 monwealth or by the department under section one
11 hundred and ninety-two, shall comply with the defi-
-12 nitions and standards promulgated by the Food
13 and Drug Administration of the United States De-
ll partment of Agriculture. Cheese made from the
15 milk of sheep or goats shall be labelled as being so
16 made, unless it bears a name designated by the laws
17 of this commonwealth, or by the department under
18 section one hundred and ninety-two, or by the defi-
-19 nitions and standards of the Food and Drug Ad-
-20 ministration of the United States Department of
21 Agriculture.
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