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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

We are now entering upon an era of Transatlantic
Aviation. Massachusetts, and Boston in particular, is in
a key position, geographically. Every aeronautical rea-
son points definitely to the fact that Boston is the best
possible air terminal in the United States for North
Atlantic air routes.

Therefore, it is my belief the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts should take immediate steps to assist in this
great development. A definite policy with respect to
aviation is necessary.

Proper planning and location of airports is of vital im-
portance to the Commonwealth as a whole. There is
only one airport in the Commonwealth; namely, Boston,
that can safely accommodate the operation of today’s
transport airplane. This leaves the large populated and
industrial centers, such as Springfield, Worcester, Fall
River, Lowell and Lawrence, without available airplane
service. Emergency fields are needed throughout the
state, particularly in the North Adams area.

In connection with an airport development program
there should be co-operation between the Commonwealth
and the various municipalities through an engineering
organization with authority to furnish cities and towns
with airport plans and necessary supervision.

At the present time more than 5% of all passengers
carried by airlines in the United States are carried out of
Boston. If Massachusetts is to play a prominent part in
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the future of aviation it is imperative an immediate study
be made of all phases of aviation with particular reference
to the development of airports and state-wide aviation
policies.

Therefore, I recommend establishment of a special
unpaid commission to consist of one member of the Sen-
ate to be designated by the President thereof, two mem-
bers of the House of Representatives to be designated by
the Speaker thereof, and two members to be appointed
by the Governor, to study this problem and report at the
next General Court its findings and recommendations, if
any.

CHARLES F. HURLEY.


