
HOUSE .... No. 1902

Executive Department.

State House, Boston, Mass., May 7, 1937,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Development of the industrial, agricultural and recre-
ational facilities of the Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts now has reached the point where decisive action
should promptly be taken by the Commonwealth.

Admirable work in such development has been done
by the New England Council, Chambers of Commerce
and other private organizations. Emphasis has been
placed on advertising the recreational facilities of this
Commonwealth.

The mere contribution by the Commonwealth of a
stated appropriation each year to advertise such recre-
ational facilities falls far short of what ultimately should
be the aim and duty of our state government; namely, a
program of development, fostered by the Commonwealth,
to aid industry and agriculture as well.

The farmer and industrial worker in this Common-
wealth are entitled to assistance from their state gov-
ernment through the establishment of a unit dedicated
to a state-wide program of development.

Under the Acts of 1929, Chapter 357, the Great and
General Court established the Massachusetts Industrial
and Development Commission, so-called. Chapter 73,
Acts of 1933, subsequently abolished this commission. It
is my opinion this commission never should have been
abolished. Any appropriation which is of a benefit to
these important groups is money properly expended and
the elimination of it borders on false economy.
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There is a demand for such a development commission
today. Similar commissions are functioning in other
states. Massachusetts must keep pace in this keen com-
petition for new business. It is a duty we owe to the
home-owner, the business man and the industrial worker.

An appropriation of $lOO,OOO has been made in the past
to advertise the recreational facilities of this Common-
wealth in conjunction with the other states. In my recent
budget, I recommended an appropriation of $75,000 for
this purpose, of which amount $34,500 was to be the share
contributed by this Commonwealth to a $lOO,OOO fund
set-up, with other appropriations by the New England
States, to attract the tourist to Massachusetts. Such an
appropriation is worth while, but it does not go the entire
distance.

Therefore, I recommend the revival and establishment
of a commission to be known as the Massachusetts De-
velopment and Industrial Commission and submit the
accompanying legislation for your consideration and ap-
proval.

CHARLES F. HURLEY.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act establishing the Massachusetts Development and
Industrial Commission for the Promotion and Devel-
opment of the Industrial, Agricultural and Recreational
Resources of the Commonwealth.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
-3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

1 Chapter twenty-three of the General Laws, Ter-
-2 centenary Edition, is hereby amended by inserting
3 after section nine, under the caption: “The Massa-
-4 chusetts Development and Industrial Commission”,
5 the following three new sections:
6 Section 9A. There shall be in the department a
7 commission for the promotion and development of the
8 industrial, agricultural and recreational resources of
9 the Commonwealth, to be known as the Massachu-

-10 setts Development and Industrial Commission, in this
11 and the following sections called the commission.
12 The commission shall consist of the commissioner of
13 labor and industries and the commissioner of agri-
-14 culture, ex officiis, and five unpaid members appointed
15 by the governor, with the advice and consent of the
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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16 council, who shall be designated in their initial ap-
-17 pointments to serve respectively for one, two, three,
18 four and five years. The commission shall annually
19 choose one of its members as chairman. One of the
20 members appointed by the governor as aforesaid shall
21 always be a representative of labor. Upon the ex-
-22 piration of the term of office of an appointive member,
23 a successor shall be appointed in the manner afore-
-24 said for five years. The commission shall meet at
25 least twice a month and at such other times as it
26 shall determine by its rules. The members shall
27 receive their necessary traveling expenses while in the
28 performance of their official duties.
29 Section 98. ' Subject to the approval of the gov-
-30 ernor and council, the commission may appoint and
31 fix the compensation of a secretary and such experts
32 as it may require and may remove them with like
33 approval. It may also employ such other necessary
34 clerks and employees as it may require and fix their
35 compensation. Authorized representatives of the
36 commission may travel outside the commonwealth for
37 the purpose of carrying out the provisions of section
38 nine C.
39 Section 9C. The commission may conduct re-
-40 searches into industrial and agricultural conditions
41 within the commonwealth, and shall seek to co-ordi-
-42 nate the activities of unofficial bodies organized for
43 the promotion of the industrial, agricultural and
44 recreational interests in the commonwealth, and may
45 advertise, prepare, print and distribute books, maps,
46 charts and pamphlets which in its judgment will
47 further the purpose for wffiich it is created, and, on

48 behalf of the commonwealth may accept contribu-
-49 tions, and, subject to the approval of the governor



1937.] HOUSE —No. 1902. 5

50 and council, may expend the same and may contribute
51 to the New England Council such sum or sums as

52 the governor, with the advice and consent of the
53 council may approve for the purpose of furthering
54 the recreational advantages of the New England
55 states and also may expend such sums as may be
56 appropriated by the general court to carry out the
57 purpose of this and the two preceding sections.
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