
No. 1912HOUSE

Executive Department.

tate House, Boston, Mass., May 12, 193'

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representativ

Under the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning herewith Senate
Bill No. 375, entitled “An Act Relative to Certain Peti-
tions for Legislation affecting Certain Corporations,”
with the recommendation that it be amended as follows:

By striking out all after the first sentence of section
seven of chapter three of the General Laws as said section
appears in section three of the bill and inserting in place
thereof the following:

The petition shall specifically set forth the facts show-
ing why the object sought cannot be accomplished under
the general laws, shall contain the business or mailing
address of the petitioner and, if such petition relates to a
corporation organized or to be organized for purposes of
business or profit, shall be accompanied by a fee of twenty-
five dollars, which shall be paid to the commonwealth.
If the petition fails so to set forth the facts required above,
or if the petitioner fails to pay a fee in a case where a fee
is required, said commissioner shall forthwith notify the
petitioner by registered mail of such failure and such
petitioner shall within ten days from the date of such
notification comply with the requirements of this section.
If at the expiration of such period the petitioner shall
have failed so to comply, said commissioner shall return
the petition and bill to the clerk of the branch in which
they were originally filed, with a statement that the peti-
tioner has failed to comply with this section. If the peti-
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tion is not so returned, said commissioner shall, not
later than the thirtieth day following the date of receipt
thereof, return the same with the accompanying bill
to the clerk of the branch in which they were originally
filed, together with a memorandum stating whether or
not, in his opinion, the object sought may be accom-
plished under the general laws or whether the same
requires legislation. He may also insert in said memoran-
dum any other relevant statement which, in his opinion,
might be of assistance to the general court in passing on
the petition.

This bill proposes a needed change in the General
Laws relating to the filing of petitions to the General
Court in respect to corporations that require special
legislative action for changes in corporate structure that
cannot be accomplished under the general law. The
present law requires the filing of the petition with the
Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation prior to
the convening of the General Court and has become
largely a nullity because not observed. The objective
of curing this situation can be accomplished by the
amendment suggested above, which will make proper
provision for submission to the Commissioner during the
session of the General Court, but he advises that the
provision as submitted to me in the bill is inconsistent
and if passed likely to defeat the purpose of the measure
and to be unworkable.

It appearing that this legislation is needed to clarify
the law and to make the filing of proposals in accord
with good practice, the proposed amendment is recom-
mended for adoption.

CHARLES F. HURLEY.


