
No. 1951HOUSE

Executive Department,
State House, Boston, Mass., May 24, 1937.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Represente

In order that the Legislature in Massachusetts may
be kept abreast of the times and because of recent dis-
positions of matters of similar nature wherein disposition
was made by this session of the Legislature, it is felt
that the housing problem is a matter which will require
considerable study in order that the Legislature of the
coming session may be in a position to have before it
and available for its use, statistical data, in particular
with relation to the question of taxation.

I, therefore, recommend that the Legislature permit
the study of this matter to be handled by the Special
Commission on Taxation and Public Expenditures
with the request that that commission report to the
Legislature concerning its recommendations and obser-
vations.

I do not feel that in justice to the Legislature, I should
ask that any particular bill be adopted by them in this
session because of the action already taken on similar
housing legislation this year. I do, however, feel that
it is a matter of national and state concern and that the
citizens of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts are
entitled to a thorough investigation of the housing situa-
tion, insofar as it affects Massachusetts. The accom-
panying bill would permit the basis for such a study as
previously outlined herein.

I, therefore, recommend that this bill be referred to
the Special Commission on Taxation and Public Ex-
penditures for the purposes outlined in this message.

CHARLES F. HURLEY.

CJ)c Commontoealt& of spaggaclnisetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act amending and Further Defining the Method of
Establishment of Housing Authorities and Their
Powers and Duties and Legalizing the Creation and
Establishment of Housing Authorities in the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby
3 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public health, safety
5 and convenience.

1 Section 1. Section twenty-six Jof chapter one
2 hundred and twenty-one of the General Laws, in-
-3 serted by chapter four hundred and forty-nine of
4 the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-five, is
5 hereby amended by adding at the end of said
6 section the following:
7 “Governing body”, in the case of a city, the city
8 council or board of aldermen, as the case may be.
9 “Mayor”, the mayor of the city or the officer

10 thereof charged with the duties customarily im-
-11 posed on the mayor or executive head of the city.
12 “Clerk”, the clerk of the city or the clerk of the

Cljc CommonUmiltJi of (passacjjusetts

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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13 town, as the case may be, or the officer charged with
14 the duties customarily imposed on such clerk.
15 “Persons of low income”, citizens who lack the
16 amount of income which is necessary (as deter-
-17 mined by the authority undertaking the housing
18 project) to enable them, without financial assistance,
19 to live in decent, safe and sanitary dwellings, with-

-20 out congestion.
21 “Bond”, any bonds, notes, interim certificates,
22 debentures, or other obligations issued by the au-
-23 thority pursuant to this act.
24 “State public body”, any city, town, county,
25 municipal corporation, commission, district, author-
-26 ity, other subdivision or public body of the com-
-27 monwealth.
28 “Obligee of the authority” or “obligee”, includes
29 any bondholder, trustee or trustees for any bond-
-30 holders and the federal government when it is a
31 party to any contract with the authority.

1 Section 2. Section twenty-six Lof said chapter
2 one hundred and twenty-one is hereby amended by
3 striking out beginning at line one the words “When-
-4 ever the mayor and city council of a city determine
5 that a housing authority is needed therein for the
6 purpose of remedying conditions of the type referred
7 to in section twenty-six A, they may by vote estab-
-8 lish such an authority. A town may vote, in an
9 annual town meeting or in a special town meeting

10 called therefor, to establish such an authority for
11 such purpose. If a town so votes, four members of
12 such an authority shall be designated forthwith by
13 the selectmen to serve until the next annual town
14 meeting, when they shall be succeeded by the elec-
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live members hereinafter provided for, who shall be
elected at such annual town meeting. No special
town meeting for the purpose of voting on the ques-
tion of establishing a housing authority shall be
held less than sixty days prior to the annual town
meeting,” and inserting in place of such words the
following: In each city or town there is hereby
created as an agency of the commonwealth a public
body corporate and politic to be known as the
“Housing Authority” of the city or town; provided,
however, that such authority shall not transact any
business or exercise its powers hereunder until or
unless the governing body of the city or board of
selectmen of the town, as the case may be, by proper
resolution shall declare at any time hereafter that
there is need for an authority to function in such
city or town. The determination as to whether
there is such need for an authority to function (a)
may be made by the governing body or board of
selectmen on its own motion or (5) shall be made by
the governing body or board of selectmen upon the
filing of a petition signed by twenty-five residents
of the city or town, as the case may be, asserting
that there is need for an authority to function in
such city or town and requesting that the governing
body or board of selectmen so declare.

15
16
17
18
19

20
21
99

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40

The governing body or board of selectmen shall
adopt a resolution declaring that there is need for a
housing authority in the city or town, as the case
may be, if it shall find (a) that there is a need for
relieving congestion of population in such town or
city, and (b) that insanitary or unsafe inhabited
dwelling accommodations exist in such city or town
and that there is a shortage of safe or sanitary

41
42
43
44
45
4(3

47
48
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49 dwelling accommodations in such city or town avail-
-50 able to citizens of low income at rentals they can

51 afford. In determining whether dwelling accommo-
-52 dations are unsafe or insanitary said governing body
53 or board of selectmen may take into consideration
54 the degree of congestion, the percentage of land
55 coverage, the light, air, space and access available
56 to the inhabitants of such dwelling accommodations,
57 the size and arrangement of the rooms, the sanitary
58 facilities, and the extent to which conditions exist
59 in such dwellings which endanger life or property by
60 fire or other causes.
61 When a housing authority is authorized to trans-
-62 act business in a town, the governing body or board
63 of selectmen thereof shall forthwith designate four
64 persons to serve as members of such authority until
65 the next annual town meeting when they shall be
66 succeeded by the elective members hereinafter pro-
-67 vided for, who shall be elected at such annual town
68 meeting.

1 Section 3. Section twenty-six Pof said chapter
2 one hundred and twenty-one is hereby amended by
3 adding at the end thereof the following:
4 A housing authority, with the written approval
5 of the board in each instance, may acquire from the
6 federal government or any agency thereof any project
7 or part of a project. With respect to any housing
8 project which a housing authority has acquired or
9 taken over from the federal government and which

10 the housing authority by resolution has found and
11 declared to have been constructed in a manner that
12 will promote the public interest and afford neces-
-13 sary safety, sanitation and other protection, no
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14 state public body shall require any changes to be
15 made in the housing project or the manner of its
16 construction or take any other action relating to
17 such construction.

1 Section 4. Section twenty-six Rof said chapter
2 one hundred and twenty-one is hereby amended by
3 striking out the word “taxes” appearing therein.

1 Section 5. Section twenty-six Tof said chapter
2 one hundred and twenty-one is hereby amended by
3 adding at the end thereof the following;
4 ■ For the purpose of aiding and co-operating with a
5 housing authority in meeting its expenses and obli-
-6 gations, any city or town for which a housing au-
-7 thority is created shall have the power from time
8 to time to lend or donate money to said authority
9 or to agree to take such action. The housing au-

-10 thority, when it has money available therefor, shall
11 make reimbursements for all such loans made to it.

1 Section 6. Chapter one hundred and twenty-
-2 one is hereby further amended by striking out sec-
-3 tion twenty-six U and inserting in place thereof the
4 following:
5 Section 26V. Upon the completion or acquisition
6 of a project by a housing authority it shall be main-
-7 tained and operated by the authority. The rentals
8 for the housing facilities therein shall not exceed the
9 maximum rentals fixed by the housing board for

10 projects in the locality by regulations made pursuant
11 to section twenty-six Y unless higher rentals are
12 authorized by the housing board in any particular
13 case. All projects of a housing authority shall be
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14 subject to the town planning, zoning, health and
15 building laws, ordinances, by-laws and regulations.

1 Section 7. Chapter one hundred and twenty-one
2 is further amended by striking out and repealing
3 section twenty-six X thereof.

1 Section 8. Section twenty-six Yof said chapter
2 one hundred and twenty-one is hereby amended by
3 striking out the words “sections twenty-six J to
4 twenty-six AA, inclusive”, wherever used in said
5 section, and inserting in place thereof the words:
6 “sections twenty-six J to twenty-six MM”, and
7 by adding at the end of said section the following:
8 In determining the maximum rentals for a locality
9 the board shall be limited by the provisions of sec-

-10 tions twenty-six CC as amended.
11 Nothing contained in the Housing Authority Law,
12 as amended, shall be construed as limiting the power
13 of an authority to vest in an obligee the right, in
14 the event of a default by the authority, to take pos-
-15 session of a housing project or cause the appointment
16 of a receiver thereof or acquire title thereto through
17 foreclosure proceedings, free from all the restrictions
18 imposed by said law.

1 Section 9. Section twenty-six Zof said chapter
2 one hundred and twenty-one is hereby amended by
3 striking out the word “stockholder”, and the words
4 “as granting to any housing authority any exemp-
-5 tion from taxation or”, and the words “twenty-six
6 AA”, and inserting the words: twenty-six MM,
7 —in place of said words “twenty-six AA”, —so
8 as to read as follows:
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9 Section 26Z. Nothing in sections twenty-six Jto
10 twenty-six MM, inclusive, shall be construed to
11 obligate the commonwealth, or to pledge its credit,
12 to any payment whatsoever to any housing authority
13 or to any bondholder or creditor thereof, nor shall
14 anything therein contained be construed to render
15 the commonwealth liable for any indebtedness or
16 liability incurred, acts done (including any taking
17 by eminent domain), or omissions or failures to act,
18 of any housing authority.

1 Section 10. Chapter one hundred and twenty-
-2 one is hereby further amended by adding the follow-
-3 ing new sections;
4 Section 26CC. It is hereby declared to be the
5 policy of this commonwealth that each housing
6 authority shall manage and operate its housing
7 projects in an efficient manner so as to enable it to
8 fix the rentals for dwelling accommodations at the
9 lowest possible rates consistent with its providing

10 decent, safe and sanitary dwelling accommodations,
11 and that no housing authority shall construct or
12 operate any such project for profit, or as a source
13 of revenue to the commonwealth, city or town. To
14 this end an authority shall fix the rentals for dwell-
-15 ings in its projects at no higher rates than it shall
16 find to be necessary in order to produce revenues
17 which (together with all other available moneys,
18 revenues, income and receipts of the authority from
19 whatever sources derived) will be sufficient (a) to
20 pay, as the same become due, the principal and in-
-21 terest on the bonds of the authority; (5) to meet the
22 cost of, and to provide for, maintaining and operat-
-23 ing the projects (including the cost of any insurance)
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and the administrative expenses of the authority;
and (c) to create (during not less than the six years
immediately succeeding its issuance of any bonds)
a reserve sufficient to meet the largest principal and
interest payments which will be due on such bonds in
any one year thereafter and to maintain such reserve;
provided, that nothing herein shall be construed as
relieving an authority from any duty to charge
sufficient x’entals to repay, during the estimated life
of the project, the cost of the project to the authority
(which cost shall be deemed to exclude any part
thereof paid with the proceeds of a grant from the
federal government in aid of such project). In de-
termining maximum rents to be charged the board
shall be limited by this section.

24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38

Section 26DD. For the purpose of aiding and co-
operating in the planning, undertaking, construction
or operation of housing projects located within the
area in which it is authorized to act, any state pub-
lic body may upon such terms, with or without
consideration, as it may determine:

39
40
41
42
43
44

(a) Dedicate, sell, convey or lease any of its
property to a housing authority or the federal
government ;

45
46
47

(b) Cause parks, playgrounds, recreational, com-
munity, educational, water, sewer or drainage facili-
ties, or any other works, which it is otherwise em-
powered to undertake, to be furnished adjacent to
or in connection with housing projects;

48
49
50
51
52

(c) Furnish, dedicate, close, pave, install, grade,
regrade, plan or replan streets, roads, roadways,
alleys, sidewalks or other places which it is other-
wise empowered to undertake;

53
54
oo

56

(d) Plan or replan, zone or rezone any part of57
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58 such state public body; make exceptions from build-
ing regulations and ordinances; any city or town
also may change its map;

59
60

(e) Enter into agreements, (which may extend
over any period, notwithstanding any provision or
rule of law to the contrary) with a housing authority
or the federal government respecting action to be
taken by such state public body pursuant to any of
the powers granted by this act; and

61
62
63
64
65
66

(/) Do any and all things, necessary or con-
venient to aid and cooperate in the planning, under-
taking, construction or operation of such housing
projects;

67
68
69

70
(g) Purchase or legally invest in any of the bonds

of a housing authority and exercise all of the rights
of any holder of such bonds;

71
79

73
(h) In connection with any public improvements

made by a state public body in exercising the powers
herein granted, such state public body may incur
the entire expense thereof. Any law or statute to
the contrary notwithstanding, any sale, conveyance,
lease or agreement provided for in this section may
be made by a state public body without appraisal,
public notice, advertisement or public bidding.

74
75

76
i i

78
79
80
81

Section 26EE. The exercise by a state public
body other than a town, of the powers herein granted
may be authorized by resolution of the governing
body of such state public body adopted by a ma-
jority of the members of its governing body present
at a meeting of said governing body, which resolu-
tion may be adopted at the meeting at which such
resolution is introduced. Such a resolution or reso-
lutions shall take effect immediately and need not
be laid over or published or posted. The exercise

82
83
84

85

86

87
88

89
90
91
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by a town of said powers may be authorized by vote
of the town in an annual town meeting or a special
town meeting called for that purpose not less than
sixty days prior to the annual town meeting.

92
93
94
95

Section 26FF. The property of an authority is
declared to be public property used for essential
public and governmental purposes and such prop-
erty and an authority shall be exempt from all
taxes and special assessments of the commonwealth
or any state public body; provided, however, that
in lieu of such taxes or special assessments, an
authority may agree to make payments to any state
public body for improvements, services and facili-
ties furnished by such state public body for the
benefit of a housing project, but in no event shall
such payments exceed the estimated cost to such
state public body of the improvements, services or
facilities to be so furnished. Any state public body
may contract with such housing authority or the
federal government with respect to the sum or sums
(if any) which the housing authority or the federal
government may agree to pay, during any year or
period of years; provided further, that the absence
of a contract for such payments shall in no way re-
lieve any state public body from the duty to furnish,
for the benefit of said housing project, customary
improvements and such services and facilities as such
state public body usually furnishes without a service
fee.

96
97
98
99

100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
11l
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120

1 Section 11. Chapter one hundred and twenty-
-2 one is hereby further amended by adding the follow-
-3 ing new sections;
4 Section 26GG. An authority shall have power to
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issue bonds from time to time in its discretion, for
any of its corporate purposes. An authority shall
also have power to issue refunding bonds for the
purpose of paying or retiring bonds previously issued
by it. An authority may issue such types of bonds
as it may determine, including bonds on which the
principal and interest are payable: (a) exclusively
from the income and revenues of the housing project
financed with the proceeds of such bonds, or with
such proceeds together with a grant from the federal
government in aid of such project; (5) exclusively
from the income and revenues of certain designated
housing projects whether or not they were financed
in whole or in part with the proceeds of such bonds;
or (c) from its revenues generally. Any of such
bonds may be additionally secured by a pledge of
any revenues or a mortgage of any housing project,
projects or other property of the authority.

o

6
I

8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Neither the members of an authority nor any per-
son executing the bonds shall be liable personally
on the bonds by reason of the issuance thereof. The
bonds and other obligations of an authority (and
such bonds and obligations shall so state on their
face) shall not be a debt of the commonwealth or
any city, town or political subdivision thereof and
neither the commonwealth nor any city, town or
political subdivision thereof shall be liable thereon,
nor in any event shall such bonds or obligations be
payable out of any funds or properties other than
those of said authority. The bonds shall not con-
stitute an indebtedness or borrowing within the
meaning of any constitutional or statutory debt
limitation or restriction. Bonds of an authority are
declared to be issued for an essential public and

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
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governmental purpose and to be public instrumen-
talities and, together with interest thereon and in-
come therefrom, shall be exempt from taxes.

39
40
41

Section 26HH. Bonds of an authority shall be
authorized by its resolution and may be issued in
one or more series and shall bear such date or dates,
mature at such time or times, bear interest at such
rate or rates, not exceeding six per centum per an-
num, be in such denomination or denominations, be
in such form, either coupon or registered, carry such
conversion or registration privileges, have such rank
or priority, be executed in such manner, be payable
in such medium of payment, at such place or places,
and be subject to such terms of redemption (with
or without premium) as such resolution, its trust
indenture or mortgage may provide.

42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54

The bonds may be sold at not less than par at
public sale held after notice published once at least
five days prior to such sale in a newspaper having
a general circulation in the city or town for which
the authority is created and in a financial newspaper
published in the city of New York, New York, or
in the city of Boston, Massachusetts, provided, how-
ever, that such bonds may be sold at not less than
par to the federal government at private sale with-
out any public advertisement.

o5

56

58
59
60

61
62
63
64

In case any of the members or officers of the au-
thority whose signatures appear on any bonds or
coupons shall cease to be such members or officers
before the delivery of such bonds, such signatures
shall, nevertheless, be valid and sufficient for all
purposes, the same as if such members or officers
had remained in office until such delivery. Any
provision of any law to the contrary notwithstand-

65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
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ing, any bonds issued pursuant to this act shall be
fully negotiable.

73
74

In any suit, action or proceedings involving the
validity or enforceability of any bond of an authority
or the security therefor, any such bond reciting in
substance that it has been issued by the authority
to aid in financing a housing project to relieve con-
gestion and provide dwelling accommodations for
citizens of low income shall be conclusively deemed
to have been issued for a housing project of such
character and said project shall be conclusively
deemed to have been planned, located and con-
structed in accordance with the purposes and pro-
visions of this act.

75

76
77

78
79
80

81
82
83
84
85
86

Section 2611. In connection with the issuance of
bonds or the incurring of obligations under leases
and in order to secure the payment of such bonds or
obligations, an authority, in addition to its powers,
shall have power;

87
88
89

90
91

(a) To pledge all or any part of its gross or net
rents, fees or revenues to which its right then exists
or may thereafter come into existence.

92
93
94

( h ) To mortgage all or any part of its real or per-
sonal property, then owned or thereafter acquired.

95
96

(c) To covenant against pledging all or any part
of its rents, fees and revenues, or against mortgaging
all or any part of its real or personal property, to
which its right or title then exists or may thereafter
come into existence or against permitting or suffer-
ing any lien on such revenues or property; to cove-
nant with respect to limitations on its right to sell,
lease or otherwise dispose of any housing project or
any part thereof; and to covenant as to what other,
or additional debts or obligations may be incurred
by it.

97
98
99

100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
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(d) To covenant as to the bonds to be issued and
as to the issuance of such bonds in escrow or other-
wise, and as to the use and disposition of the pro-
ceeds thereof; to provide for the replacement of
lost, destroyed or mutilated bonds; to covenant
against extending the time for the payment of its
bonds or interest thereon; and to redeem the bonds,
and to covenant for their redemption and to provide
the terms and conditions thereof.

108
109
110
11l
112
113
114
115
116

(e) To covenant (subject to the limitations con-
tained in this act) as to the rents and fees to be
charged in the operation of a housing project or
projects, the amount to be raised each year or other
period of time by rents, fees and other revenues,
and as to the use and disposition to be made thereof;
to create or to authorize the creation of special funds
for moneys held for construction or operating costs,

117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124

debt service, reserves, or other purposes, and to
covenant as to the use and disposition of the moneys
held in such funds.

125
126
127

(/) To prescribe the procedure, if any, by which
the terms of any contract with bond holders may be
amended or abrogated, the amount of bonds the
holders of which must consent thereto and the man-
ner in which such consent may be given.

128
129
130
131
132

(g) To covenant as to the use of any or ail of its
real or personal property; and to covenant as to the
maintenance of its real and personal property, the
replacement thereof, the insurance to be carried
thereon and the use and disposition of insurance

133
134
135
136
137
138 moneys

(h) To covenant as to the l ights, liabilities, powers
and duties arising upon the breach by it of any
covenant, condition, or obligation; and to covenant
and prescribe as to events of default and terms and

139
140
141
142
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conditions upon which any or all of its bonds or
obligations shall become or may be declared due
before maturity, and as to the terms and conditions
upon which such declaration and its consequences
may be waived.

143
144
145
146
147

(i) To vest in a trustee or trustees or the holders
of bonds or any proportion of them the right to en-
force the payment of the bonds or any covenants
securing or relating to the bonds; to vest in a trus-
tee or trustees the rights, in the event of a default
by said authority, to take possession and use, operate
and manage any housing project or part thereof,
and to collect the rents and revenues arising therefrom
and to dispose of such moneys in accordance with
the agreement of the authority with said trustee;
to provide for the powers and duties of a trustee
or trustees and to limit the liabilities thereof; and
to provide the terms and conditions upon which the
trustee or trustees or the holders of bonds or any
proportion of them may enforce any covenants or
rights securing or relating to the bonds.

148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163

(j) To exercise all or any part or combination of
the powers herein granted; to make covenants other
than and in addition to the covenants herein ex-
pressly authorized, of like or different character; to
make such covenants and to do any and all such acts
and things as may be necessary or convenient or de-
sirable in order to secure its bonds, or, in the absolute
discretion of said authority, as will tend to make the
bonds more marketable notwithstanding that such
covenants, acts or things may not be enumerated
herein.

164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174

Section 26JJ. An obligee of an authority shall
have the right in addition to all other rights which

175
176
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may be conferred on such obligee, subject only to
any contractural restrictions binding upon such
obligee:

177
178
179

(a) By mandamus, suit, action or proceeding at
law or in equity to compel said authority and the
members, officers, agents or employees thereof to
perform each and every term, provision and cove-
nant contained in any contract of said authority
with or for the benefit of such obligee, and to require
the carrying out of any or all such covenants and
agreements of said authority and the fulfillment of
all duties imposed upon said authority by this act.

180
181
182
183
184
185
186
187
188

(b) By suit, action or proceeding in equity, to
enjoin any acts or things which may be unlawful,
or the violation of any of the rights of such obligee
of said authority.

189
190
191
192

Section 26KK. An authority shall have power by
its resolution, trust indenture, mortgage, or contract
to confer upon any obligee who holds or represents
a specified amount in bonds, or is a party to such
contract, the right (in addition to all rights that may
otherwise be conferred), upon the happening of an
event of default as defined in such resolution or in-
strument, by suit, action or proceeding in any court
of competent jurisdiction:

193
194
195
196
197
198
199

200
201

(a) To cause possession of any housing project
or any part thereof to be surrendered to any such

202
203

obligee.204
205 (6) To obtain the appointment of a receiver of

any housing project of said authority or any part
thereof and of the rents and profits therefrom. If
such receiver be appointed, he may enter and take
possession of such housing project or any part thereof
and operate and maintain same, and collect and

206
207
208
209
210
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211 receive all fees, rents, revenues, or other charges
thereafter arising therefrom, and shall keep such
moneys in a separate account or accounts and apply
the same in accordance with the obligations of said
authority as the court shall direct.

212
213
214
215

(c) To require said authority and the members
thereof to account as if it and they were the trustees
of an express trust.

216
217
218

Section 26LL. Notwithstanding anything to the
contrary contained in this act or in any other pro-
vision of law an authority may include in any con-
tract let in connection with a project, stipulations
requiring that the contractor and any subcontractors
comply with requirements as to minimum wages and
maximum hours of labor, and comply with any con-
ditions which the federal government may have at-
tached to its financial aid of the project.

219
220
221
222
223
224
225
226
227

Section 26MM. An authority may submit to the
attorney general of the commonwealth any bonds
to be issued hereunder after all proceedings for the
issuance of such bonds have been taken. Upon the
submission of such proceedings to the attorney gen-
eral, it shall be the duty of the attorney general to
examine into and pass upon the validity of such
bonds and the regularity of all proceedings in con-
nection therewith. If such proceedings conform to
the provisions of this act and are otherwise regular
in form and if such bonds when delivered and paid
for will constitute binding and legal obligations of
the authority enforceable according to the terms
thereof, the attorney general shall certify in sub-
stance upon the back of each of said bonds that it
is issued in accordance with the constitution and
laws of the commonwealth of Massachusetts.

228
229
230
231
232
233
234
235
236
237
238
239
240
241
242
243
244
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245 Section 26NN. Chapter one hundred and twenty-
-246 one is hereby amended by striking out the words
247 “section twenty-six J to twenty-six AA, inclusive”,
248 wherever used in said chapter and inserting in
249 place thereof the words: sections twenty-six J to
250 twenty-six MM.

1 Section 12. The purported creation and estab-
-2 lishment of housing authorities in the commonwealth
3 of Massachusetts under the provisions of chapter
4 one hundred and twenty-one of the General Laws,
5 inserted by chapter four hundred and forty-nine of
6 the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-five, together
7 with all proceedings, acts and things undertaken,
8 performed or done with reference thereto are hereby
9 validated, ratified, confirmed, approved and declared

10 legal in all respects, notwithstanding any want of
11 statutory authority or any defect or irregularity in
12 such acts or proceedings.
13 The said housing authorities are hereby constituted
14 and declared to be bodies corporate and politic, which
15 are agencies of the commonwealth and have all the
16 powers, rights and duties set forth in chapter one
17 hundred and twenty-one of the General Laws and
18 any amendments thereto.

1 Section 13. The powers conferred by this act
2 shall be in addition and supplemental to the powers
3 conferred by any other law.

1 Section 14. Notwithstanding any other evidence
2 of legislative intent, it is hereby declared to be the
3 controlling legislative intent that if any provision of
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4 this act, or the application thereof to any person or
5 circumstances is held invalid, the remainder of the
6 act and the application of such provision to persons
7 or circumstances other than those as to which it is
8 held invalid, shall not be affected thereby.


