
HOUSE .... No. 1957
Substituted by the House, on motion of Mr. Herter of Boston, for

a bill with the same title (House, No. 1914). May 25.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act relative to Public Inspection of Certain Orders
and Claims, in Advance of Approval or Rejection
Thereof, in Connection with State Contracts.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby
3 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public convenience. ■':!

1 Chapter twenty-nine of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section twenty, as ap-
-3 pearing in the Tercentenary Edition, the following
4 new section:
5 Section 20A. No order for, or claim for payment
6 for, extra work or materials, furnishings or equip-
-7 ment, in addition to an existing contract for the con-
-8 struction or repair of any structure or of public works
9 of any nature whatsoever or for equipment or furnish-

-10 ings, shall be approved by any official, board, depart-

Che Commontucalth of Massachusetts

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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11 ment or commission on behalf of the commonwealth
12 until one week after notice of intention to act upon
13 such order or claim shall have been filed with the
14 comptroller; provided, that in the case of any order
15 estimated to cost less than one thousand dollars and
16 of any order necessitated by extreme emergency in-
-17 volving the health or safety of persons or damage to
18 property or to work in progress, notice of the approval
19 of such order may be filed after the work has been
20 commenced or completed, but such notice shall be
21 so filed as soon as practicable with a brief statement
22 as to the character of the extreme emergency, if any,
23 and in any event such notice shall be filed before final
24 payment is made on the contract to which the order
25 or claim for extra work or payment relates. The
26 foregoing requirements shall not apply to change in
27 quantities of work or materials covered at unit prices
28 by an item or items in any such original contract, nor
29 to work other than extra work for which payment is
30 specifically provided in the contract or specifications.
31 Every notice under this section shall contain the
32 number or other designation of such contract together
33 with the title and date thereof, and a statement of the
34 amount of the accepted bid and of the estimated total
35 cost based on the bid prices of such contract, and of
36 the total amount of orders or claims previously ap-
-37 proved for payment, and of the character and location
38 of work proposed or included under each such order or
39 claim, and of the estimated cost or amount under each
40 such order or claim. Said notices shall be entered by
41 the comptroller upon a docket and shall be open to
42 public inspection.
43 No such order or claim shall be split or divided for
44 the purpose of evading any provision of this section.


