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In accordance with the provisions of section 33 of

chapter 30 of the General Laws, a copy of the recom-
mendations for legislation to be contained in the annual
report of this Department, “Public Document No.
104,” is submitted, together with drafts of bills embody-
ing the legislation recommended. These drafts have
been submitted to the Counsel for the House, as re-
quired by law.
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The Department is recommending legislation this
year for the following purposes:

1. To make some essential changes in the home-work
law statutes.

It has been found that considerable home work is
being given for occupations other than the manufacture
of articles, and it seems advisable, therefore, to broaden
this law to give protection to the employees who are
affected.

2. To give authority to the Department to examine
records of employers in investigations.

Specific authority is lacking under the existing law to
examine records of employers. It is felt that this is an
essential part of an investigation.

3. For requiring weekly payment of wages to em-
ployees engaged in domestic service, and providing a
penalty for violation of this statute by employers en-
gaged in agriculture.

There seems to be no logical reason why these par-
ticular employees should not be paid weekly, as is re-
quired in other occupations. Furthermore, it is diffi-
cult to justify the present exemption of persons engaged
in agriculture from the penalty attached to this statute.

4. Providing more effective statutes relative to neces-
saries of life.

The present statutes have been found to be ineffective
because of the lack of definite requirements and of any
penalty for violations. If this law is to be of any benefit
it should be so written that it will be readily enforceable.

5. Removing the limitation of expenditures in the
administration of the Motor Fuel Sales Act to the amount
received from license fees.

It is possible that the fee paid by dealers in motor
fuel might at some time be reduced to an extent which
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would make enforcement of the act impossible, and
such enforcement should not be allowed to be in jeopardy.

6. Providing for free licenses to hawkers and pedlers
who are disabled veterans of World War 11.

This is a slight dispensation which the Common-
wealth can well afford to its citizens who are injured
while in the service of our country. Disabled veterans
of World War I now have this privilege.

7. Granting authority to the Director of the Division
of Standards and Necessaries of Life to make regulations
relative to weighing and measuring devices.

Considerably more protection could be given to con-
sumers in the purchase of necessaries of life if this au-
thority were granted.

8. Providing for an hourly minimum wage for all
women and minors employed in the Commonwealth.

There are a great number of occupations which are
not now covered and probably will never be covered by
minimum wage orders. It seems to be only fair that
such women and minors should receive the benefits of
the minimum wage statute.

9. Restricting employment of children under the age
of sixteen in domestic service and as farm laborers.

There is no good reason why very young children
employed in homes and on farms should not be granted
the protection which is given to those of the same ages
employed in industry.

10. Establishing an auxiliary board of arbitration.
The labor situation indicates that a great number of

cases will be presented to the Board of Conciliation
and Arbitration following the defeat of Germany and
Japan. It is essential, in the interest of labor peace,
that provision be made for the handling of the con-
troversies expeditiously.

11. Regulating the sale of food and fuel at retail.
This measure would require a person who holds him-

self out as a dealer in two important necessaries of
life food and fuel to sell such articles to one who
tenders the stipulated purchase price thereof.




