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ber 30, both dates inclusive, be opened to allow
horse racing meetings, with provisions that state
or county fairs operating within fifty miles of any
licensed horse racing meeting be protected.

Section 3 of chapter 128 A of the General Laws, para-
graph (d), now provides that there shall be no horse
racing between August 15 and September 30, both dates
inclusive. The Commission believes that this period
might well be put to very good use in the near future in
order to increase the income to the Commonwealth from
racing, and at the same time protect state or county
fairs operating within fifty miles of such horse racing
meetings. The accompanying bill will accomplish this,
and at the same time provide the protection to the state
and county fairs outlined. It will also provide uniform
laws on horse and dog racing in respect to this phase.
With these dates closed the Commission is handicapped
in assigning dates. Neighboring States do not have
such a restriction.

2. Providing that the maximum amount of the bond
required to be tiled with the Commission by each
person licensed to conduct horse or dog racing
meetings, except at harness and grand circuit
meetings and state or county fairs, be increased
from $35,000 to $50,000.

Due to the Saturday closing of state offices during the
summer months, and the further possibility of holidays
coming before or immediately after Saturdays during
this period, and for the protection of the funds of the
Commonwealth, the Commission believes that the maxi-

1. Providing that the period from August 15 to Septem-
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mum amount of the bond required from persons licensed
to conduct horse and dog racing meetings should be
increased from 135,000 to $50,000. The accompanying
bill will accomplish this purpose without undue hardship
on any person so licensed.

3. Providing for the clarification of the present law
regarding the mechanical equipment required for
the distribution of pari-mutuel tickets, determina-
tion of amounts wagered, and pay offs to winning
patrons.

The Commission believes that the accompanying bill
will set forth more clearly what it feels was the original
intention of the Legislature regarding the mechanical
equipment for the vending of pari-mutuel tickets, the
information to be displayed to the public, determination
of pools, and the posting of pay offs to winning patrons.

4. Providing for the distribution of money held by
licensees of horse and dog racing meetings for pay-
ment of unpaid pari-mutuel tickets and establishing
a limitation of time when such tickets may be
redeemed.

At the present time there is no provision for the dis-
posal or distribution of the money held by licensees of
horse and dog racing meetings on account of unpaid
pari-mutuel tickets. The Commission believes that this
money which the public leaves unclaimed should be
turned over to the Commonwealth and become a part
of the State Racing Commission Fund. The accompany-
ing bill provides for this and also a limitation on the
time when these pari-mutuel tickets may be redeemed.

The present law requires each licensee of the Commis-
sion to submit a daily sworn statement showing the
amount wagered, number and denomination of tickets

5. Providing for the disposal of certain pari-mutuel
records filed by licensees after a period of two years.
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sold, etc. In support of this sworn statement the licensee
also files a duplicate copy of each and every take-off and
calculation made. These supporting records comprise
a package weighing from two to five pounds for each day.
At the present time the Commission has on file records
for ten years. The accompanying bill provides for the
disposal of these records after a period of two years at
the discretion of the Commission and with the previous
consent of the Obsolete Record Commission.

6. Providing for the extension of racing meetings to
make up for days on which it is impossible to
rperate

The present law restricts the Commission in the
issuing of licenses for not more than ninety days of
running horse racing and two hundred days of dog racing
meetings. In the event of a track being forced to close
through circumstances over which they have no control,
it is impossible for the Commission to grant extensions
of their meetings to make up for the day or days lost
when the maximum number of days allowed by law
have been granted and licenses issued. The accom-
panying bill would grant the Commission the power to
grant extensions, on the request of the applicant, the
number of days in the extension not to exceed the num-
ber of days lost. It would also vest in the Commission
the jurisdiction to determine whether or not it was
impossible or impractical to operate on the days lost.


