
HOUSE 237

By Mr. Cameron of Amesbury (by request), petition of W. E.
Edwards for adoption of resolutions requesting the President or Con-
gress of the United States to propose the acceptance by all nations of
the so-called Edwards Perpetual Calendar. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fortv-Five.

Resolutions requesting the president or the con-
gress OF THE UNITED STATES TO PROPOSE THE ADOP-

TION OF THE EDWARDS PERPETUAL CALENDAR BY ALL

NATIONS AT THE PEACE CONFERENCE AND TO PROPOSE

THAT ALL UNITED NATIONS NOW APPOINT A NATIONAL

COMMITTED TO STUDY THE EDWARDS PERPETUAL CALEN-

DAR WITH A VIEW TOWARD ACCEPTING IT AT THE PEACE

CONFERENCE.

1 Whereas, The present calendar has fundamental
2 defects, summarized as follows:
3 (1) Inequality in the lengths of the months,
4 quarters and half years.
5 (a) The months contain from twenty-eight to
6 thirtv-one days;

7 (b ) The quarters contain, respectively, ninety
8 (ninety-one in leap years), ninety-one, ninety-two
9 and ninety-two days;

10 (c) The first half year contains two or three days
11 less than the second half year.

12 (2) Lack of fixity and regularity.
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The calendar is not fixed but changes every year.
The year contains fifty-two weeks plus one odd day
in usual years and two days in leap years. In
consequence:

13
14
15
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(a) Each year begins and ends on a different day
of the week from the preceding year, holidays wander
over each day of the week and dates of periodical
events cannot be fixed with precision;

17
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(b) The positions of the weeks in the quarters
vary each year, overlapping the divisions of the year
and quarters in a different way each time, thus
complicating all comparisons, statistics and accounts;

21
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24
(c) The extra day of leap year is now credited to

February once in four years, thus making monthly
computations and comparisons even more complex:

25
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(d) Since from year to year neither the months
nor the years contain the same number of individual
week days (i.e., work days), there can be no true
statistical or commercial comparisons between one
vear and another:

28
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(e) The various subdivisions of the year itself,
the half years, quarters and months are likewise
incapable of accurate comparison;
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(/) The fifteenth and the thirtieth of each month
are important dates as regards the falling due and
the payment of wages and rents. When these dates
are Sundays, the payments must be postponed or
advanced;

36
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(,g ) Under our present system Easter varies be-
tween March twenty-second and April twenty-fifth,
a range of thirty-five days for the celebration of one

II
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an annual displacement
and numerous civil dis-

anniversary. This causes an
of all movable festivals anc
advantages and inconvenience;

u
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(h) The present calendar does not agree with the
universal conception of the seventh day as a day of
rest, of Saturday and Sunday as “the week-end”,
or of Monday as the first day of the week;

47
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50

(i) With such a calendar, the loss in time and
effort spent in needless computation is almost be-
vond belief; and
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Whereas, The Edwards Perpetual Calendar
simplifies the present calendar so as to remove these
undisputed defects, and results in the following
advantages:

54
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(1) All months have exactly twenty-six work days
and are directly comparable. There are also sixty-
five school days in any three months’ period;

58
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(2) All quarters have exactly thirteen whole
weeks, and fractions of weeks at ends of quarters,
half years and years are eliminated. This facilitates
the preparation of all government and other quar-
terly reports, saving much time and expense;

61
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(3) The position of the weeks in the quarters is
fixed. The quarters are equal in length and the
half years are equal in length. True comparisons
can be made, both within the year and between one
vear and another:
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70
(4) Each year begins on New Year’s Day, a holi-

day apart from any week or month, and is followed
by Monday, January the first, the second day of
the new vear and the first work day;
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(5) The entire calendar becomes fixed and per-
petual. Holidays and anniversaries fall on the same
week day each year, and court sessions, educational
schedules and all public meetings and periodical
events can be fixed with precision;

to
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(6) The fifteenth and the thirtieth of each month80
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always occur on week days, co-ordinating periods
of earning and spending and the payments of wages,
rents and bills;

81
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(7) Leap Year Day occurs in leap years as a

second holiday apart from any week or month, and
is the first day of the second half year;

84

85
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(8) Easter on April fourteenth follows a pro-
visional bill enacted by the British parliament in
nineteen hundred and twenty-eight providing for
the stabilization of Easter on the first Sunday after
the second Saturday in April;

87
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(9) Monday as the first day of the week agrees

with common business practice and with the psycho-
logical conception of this day. It allows for a rest
day after six work days and Saturday and Sunday
become “the week-end” in fact;
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(10) Friday the thirteenth is eliminated from the
calendar;
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(11) It is only necessary to remember “30, 30,
31 —Monday, Wednesday, Friday” to be able to
compute all future dates;

99
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(12) Several three-day holiday periods are pro-
vided throughout the year; and

102
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Whereas, The Perpetual Calendar (also known
as The Edwards Calendar) simplifies and revises
the calendar scientifically and permanently, with
no more than two days’ variation from the present
svstem; therefore be it

104
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Resolved, By the General Court of Massachusetts
that the President or the Congress of the United
States of America be hereby respectfully requested
and urged to propose that The Edwards Per-
petual Calendar be adopted by all nations at the
Peace Conference, and to propose to all United
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Nations that they now appoint a national com-
mittee to study The Edwards Perpetual Calen-
dar with a view toward its acceptance at the Peace
Conference: and be it further
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Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be sent
forthwith by the Secretary of the Commonwealth
to the President of the United States, to the pre-
siding officer of each branch of Congress and to the
members thereof from this Commonwealth.
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