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By Mr. Borsa of Springfield, petition of Edward Lysek and Stanley

Borsa for adoption of resolutions memorializing Congress to take offi-
cial cognizance of the inherent right of the people of Poland and other
small nations to determine the form and kind of their own govern-
ment. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five

Resolutions memorializing the congress of the

UNITED STATES TO TAKE OFFICIAL COGNIZANCE OF THE

INHERENT RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE OF POLAND, AS WELL

AS THE PEOPLE OF OTHER SMALL NATIONS, TO DETER-

MINE THE FORM AND KIND OF THEIR OWN GOVERNMENT.

1 Whereas, The circumstances surrounding the dispo-
-2 sition and placement of the territorial boundary lines
3 of the Republic of Poland, and of other small European
4 nations, as well as the manner in which the people of
5 these small nations shall be permitted to determine
6 the kind and form of their own government gives
7 rise to serious concern as to whether the inherent rights
8 of these peoples shall be safeguarded; and
9 Whereas, All peoples throughout the entire world

10 are fundamentally entitled to self-determination of
11 the manner in which they shall be governed; and
12 Whereas, The cardinal principles enunciated in the
13 Atlantic Charter do in fact guarantee these rights to
14 all peoples; now, therefore be it
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15 Resolved, That the Massachusetts General Court
16 looks with concern upon conditions in Europe which
17 presently are determining the location of the terri-
-18 torial boundary lines of the Republic of Poland, as
19 well as those of other small nations, and, therefore,
20 respectfully urges and petitions the Congress of the
21 United States to take official cognizance of the fact
22 that the matter of territorial boundary lines is of
23 universal concern and a proper subject for deter-
-24 mination as a result of conferences between the
25 United Nations as a whole rather than as the result
26 of the decision of a single member thereof and further,
27 that the matter of the form and kind of government
28 to be enjoyed by any group of people is a matter for
29 self-determination rather than by arbitrary decision
30 of another government; and be it further
31 Resolved, That the Massachusetts General Court
32 respectfully urges and petitions the Congress of the
33 United States to take whatever action it shall deem
34 necessary in its deliberations to insure unto the
35 people of all small nations all of the rights and privi-
-36 leges enunciated in the Atlantic Charter; and be it
37 further
38 Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be sent
39 forthwith by the secretary of the Commonwealth,
40 to the president of the United States, to the presiding
41 officers of each branch of Congress and to the mem-
-42 bers thereof from this Commonwealth.


