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eight section 207 ( d ) ; p rov ided , that 
th is appropr iat ion shall exp i re on 
June t h i r t i e t h , nineteen hundred and 
e ighty- two $100,000 

6005-0100 For contracts to prov ide fo r the operation 
of commuter boat serv ices; p rov ided , 
that th is appropr iat ion shall exp i re 
on June t h i r t i e t h , nineteen hundred 
and e ighty- two 200,000 

Item 6005-0100 was disapproved by the Governor 
& the remainder of the Bi l l he approved August 

3, 1981. 

Chap. 374. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE REPORTING OF 
CERTAIN INFORMATION TO THE UNITED STATES 
ATTORNEY BY THE INSPECTOR GENERAL. 

Be it enacted, e t c . , as fol lows: 

The f i r s t paragraph of section 10 of chapter 12A of the Gen
eral Laws, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 388 of the acts 
of 1980, is hereby amended by s t r i k i ng out the f i r s t sentence 
and insert ing in place thereof the fol lowing sentence:- In c a r r y 
ing out his duties and responsib i l i t ies, the inspector general 
shall report to the at torney genera l , the United States a t to rney , 
or both , whenever the inspector general has reasonable grounds 
to believe there has been violat ion of federal or state criminal 
law. 

Approved August 5, 1981. 
EMERGENCY LETTER - Augus t 5, 1981 @ 2:45 P.M. 

Chap. 375. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE FUEL CHARGE. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of th is act would tend to 
defeat its purpose which is to immediately amend the electr ic fuel 
clause statute of the commonwealth, there fore i t is hereby de
clared to be an emergency law, necessary fo r the immediate 
preservat ion of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, e t c . , as fol lows: 

SECTION 1. The second paragraph of section 9A of chapter 6A 
of the General Laws, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 1224 
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of the acts of 1973, is hereby amended by adding the fol lowing 
th ree sentences:- Said secretary is hereby authorized to make a 
f u r t h e r annual assessment fo r the purpose of prov id ing funds to 
the at torney general fo r the representation of consumer interests 
in proceedings held pursuant to section n inety - four G of chapter 
one hundred and s i x t y - f ou r and such other proceedings as may 
be reasonably related to said section. Said assessments wil l be 
assessed propor t ionate ly against each electr ic company under the 
jur isd ic t ional contro l of the department of public ut i l i t ies based 
upon the in t rastate operat ing revenues of each said companies 
der ived from wholesale and retail sales of e lectr ic i ty wi th in the 
commonwealth as shown in the annual report of said companies to 
the department. Said assessment shall be made at a rate as 
shall be determined and cer t i f ied annually by the secretary of 
consumer af fa i rs as suf f ic ient to produce not more than seventy-
f i ve thousand dollars in revenue for each fiscal year for which 
said assessment is made. 

SECTION 2. Chapter 25 of the General Laws is hereby amended 
by inser t ing af ter section 5A the fol lowing sect ion: -

Section 5B. The department shall issue, fol lowing publ ic 
hearings in accordance wi th chapter t h i r t y A, rules and regula
t ions for the enforcement of section t h i r t y - t h r e e A of chapter 
one hundred and s i x t y - f o u r . 

SECTION 3. Said chapter 25 is hereby fu r t he r amended by 
inser t ing af ter section 12L the fol lowing sect ion: -

Section 12M. There shall be in the department, and under the 
general supervis ion and contro l of the commission, a fuel charge 
monitor ing bureau to per form the duties and funct ions of the 
department in relation to the administrat ion and enforcement of 
section n ine ty - fou r G of chapter one hundred and s i x t y - f ou r and 
such other dut ies as may be reasonably related thereto. Said 
bureau shall review all the act iv i t ies associated with the reliable 
and eff ic ient operat ion of all electric power generat ing plants in 
accordance wi th the regu la tory requirements set fo r th in section 
n ine ty - fou r G of chapter one hundred and s i x t y - f ou r . Said 
commission shall appoint and employ no fewer than ten persons, 
two of whom shall be a t to rneys ; three of whom shall be inspec
t o r s , inc luding a mechanical engineer, an electrical engineer, 
and an ind iv idual qual i f ied to operate fossil fuel f i red generat ing 
plants according to standards established by the department of 
publ ic safety; two of whom shall be accountants; and one of 
whom shall be the d i rec to r , who shall have demonstrated admin
is t ra t ive capabi l i t ies, and whose responsibi l i t ies shall include the 
detailed p lann ing , schedu l ing , and implementation of all operat ing 
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programs and research act iv i t ies of the bureau, as provided by 
section n ine ty - four G of chapter one hundred and s i x t y - f o u r . 
The staff of said bureau shall perform duties in fu r therance of 
the purpose of this chapter and shall not be subject to chapter 
th i r t y -one or section nine and sections f o r t y - f i v e th rough f i f t y , 
inclusive, of chapter t h i r t y of the General Laws. 

For the purpose of p rov id ing said bureau wi th operat ing 
funds , the commission is hereby author ized to make assessment 
in addition to the assessments author ized in sections seventeen 
and eighteen of th is chapter , propor t iona l ly against each electr ic 
company under the jur isd ic t ional control of the department based 
upon the intrastate operat ing revenues of each said companies 
der ived from wholesale and retail sales of e lect r ic i ty wi th in the 
commonwealth as shown in the annual repor t of said companies to 
the department. Said addit ional assessment shall be made at a 
rate as shall be determined and cer t i f ied annual ly by the com
mission as suff ic ient to produce not more than fou r hundred 
thousand dollars in revenue for the f iscal year fo r which the 
assessment is made and shall be collected in the manner so 
provided in section seventeen A of th is chapter . The commission 
is also authorized to expend fo r the operation of the bureau 
such amounts which are appropr iated for that purpose. 

SECTION 4. Chapter 164 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended by s t r i k ing out section 94G, inserted by section 1 of 
chapter 625 of the acts of 1974, and inser t ing in place thereof 
the following sect ion: -

Section 94G. (eO At least once a year , on dates set by the 
department, each electric company having a fuel charge approved 
by the department shall f i le wi th the department and simultan
eously with the attorney general a proposed performance program 
relat ing to fuel procurement and use. Such program shall des
cribe for the time period or periods designated reasonably at ta in
able targets which shall include a thermal eff ic iency target for 
the performance of the company, consistent wi th reasonable 
regional power exchange requirements; p rov ided , however, that 
such requirements do not impede an ind iv idual u t i l i t y wi th in the 
regional power exchange system from produc ing and d i s t r i bu t i ng 
electric power at optimum eff ic iency and economy in a manner not 
detrimental to the publ ic in terest . Such program also shall 
provide for the eff ic ient and cost -ef fect ive operation of indiv idual 
generating units by an electr ic u t i l i t y company in meeting the 
minimum needs of each uni t of said company to maintain suf f ic ient 
reserves of power fo r purposes of re l iab i l i ty and ef f ic iency. 
Such program also shall describe the histor ic data, i ndus t ry 

524 



ACTS, 1981. - Chap. 375. 

standards or repor ts , simulation models or other information and 
techniques upon which projections of the company's performance 
are based and shall inc lude, as goals fo r individual and system 
plant performance, ava i lab i l i ty , equivalent avai labi l i ty , capacity 
fac tor , forced outage rate, heat rate on a unit by unit basis and 
such other factors or operat ing characterist ics required by the 
department. Any such program may specify a value or a range 
of values fo r the operat ing character ist ic in question and shall 
ref lect operat ing condit ions when overal l performance is opt imized. 

Each company shall prov ide with the above f i l ing the results of 
a uni t by un i t heat rate audi t supervised and cert i f ied by the 
department or such independent audi t ing or engineering f i rm 
designated by the department and a statement prescr ibed under 
the pains and penalties of per ju ry that said company has used 
all reasonable means to procure the lowest possible costs for all 
fuel and purchased power. In addi t ion, the department shall 
requi re each company to f i le as part of any review or invest iga
t ion pursuant to th is sect ion, all fuel contracts, invoices and 
agreements wi th fuel supp l ie rs , and such other information and 
reports as the department deems necessary. The department 
also shall requ i re each company to f i le any reports of tests , 
studies or audits conducted or compiled fo r f i l ing wi th or for 
review by any regional power exchange, research association or 
federal agency to which said company is af f i l ia ted, associated, or 
is required to repor t to , as the case may be. The department 
shall review, and may invest igate upon its own motion or upon 
motion of the at torney genera l , any agreements, pract ices, and 
procedures which exist between the electric company and any of 
its suppl iers of fuel or purchased power to determine whether 
such agreement, practices and procedures are in the best interest 
of the retail customers of such company. 

Upon receipt of such f i l i n g , the department shal l , a f ter publ ic 
notice, hold a publ ic hearing to review the proposed program. 
In its proceedings to evaluate a performance program, the de
partment may consider s tudies, analyses, audits and other tests 
relat ive to the program or any part thereof , any of which the 
department may perform itself or require the company to prov ide. 
The department shall w i th in ninety days of such f i l ing approve 
such program for each company as proposed or as modified by 
order of the department a f te r such hear ing. In no event shall 
such program allow fo r the recovery of zero power costs as 
defined here in . 

Each such electr ic company shall f i le wi th the department, wi th 
the f requency and in the standardized form established by the 

525 



ACTS, 1981. - Chap. 375. 

department, data and reports on the actual uni t by uni t and 
system performance of the company wi th respect to each ta rge t 
set fo r th in the approved performance program. If any such 
periodic report indicates that actual system performance var ied 
from the approved ta rge ts , upon order by the department or 
peti t ion of any par ty to the proceeding the company shal l , at the 
next fol lowing fuel charge hear ing under subsection ( b ) , present 
evidence explaining such var iance. In the course of such hear
i ng , the department shall invest igate such var iance, may other
wise inquire into an issue related to the procurement or use of 
fuel or purchased power included in the fuel charge and p ro 
per ly raised by any pa r t y , and, in ei ther event , shall make a 
f i nd ing whether the company fai led to make all reasonable or 
prudent ef for ts consistent wi th accepted management pract ices, 
safety and rel iabi l i ty of electr ic service and reasonable regional 
power exchange requirements to achieve the lowest possible 
overal l costs to the customers of the company fo r the p rocure 
ment and use of fuel and purchased power included in the fuel 
charge. If the department f inds that the company has been 
unreasonable or imprudent in such performance, in l ight of the 
facts which were known or should reasonably have been known 
by the company at the time of the actions in quest ion, it shall 
deduct from the fuel charge proposed fo r the next quar ter or 
such other period as it deems proper the amount of those fuel 
costs determined by the department to be d i rec t ly a t t r ibutab le to 
the unreasonable or imprudent performance. The department 
may continue the hearing into any such performance issue for a 
period of up to ninety days af ter its commencement, du r i ng 
which period the department shall render its decision; p rov ided , 
however, that any such continuance shall not delay the approval 
by the department of any proposed fuel charges. At such time 
or t imes, the department shall speci fy , the por t ion , if any, of 
the fuel charges which is condi t ional ly approved pending resolu
t ion of the performance issue. If the hearing results in a f i n d 
ing of unreasonable or imprudent performance, the department 
shall deduct from the fuel charge fo r the next fol lowing quar te r 
the imprudent ly incurred fuel costs wi th interest calculated at 
such rate and for such period as the department deems appro
pr iate to make the customers whole. 

Any deductions ordered by the department pursuant to th is 
subsection shall be subject to judic ia l review and the electr ic 
company shall be made whole wi th interest if the department 's 
f ind ing of imprudence is ove r ru l ed . The department may allow 
fo r the deduction of imprudent ly i ncu r red fuel costs from the 
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fuel charge over a f ixed period of t ime, as determined to be 
appropr ia te by the department, whenever, in its judgment, the 
fu l l deduct ion, as provided in the preceding paragraph, of such 
costs would jeopardize the f inancial in tegr i ty of the company or 
otherwise be con t ra ry to the publ ic interest . 

Al l materials requi red to be f i led with the department pursuant 
to this section shall be in such standardized form and wi th such 
f requency as established by the department. 

(b) The department may approve an itemized fuel charge in 
rates f i led by electr ic companies to reflect changes in p rudent ly 
incur red reasonable costs of fuels and power purchased by such 
companies. Such fuel charge may be based on reasonable est i 
mates of the total costs of fuel to be used in generat ing or 
supp ly ing e lect r ic i ty to customers and power purchased for 
resale to customers, as appropr iate in accordance with the com
pany's fuel charge rate schedule, du r ing the quarter in which 
the charge shall app ly . The burden of proof shall be upon the 
u t i l i t y company to demonstrate the reasonableness of energy 
expenses sought to be recovered th rough the fuel charge. The 
fuel charge shall be bi l led to all customers of the company at 
uni form per k i lowat t -hour rates and the total amount of such 
costs to a customer shall be itemized on the customer's b i l l . 
Such rates may be t ime-di f ferent ia ted but shall not otherwise 
d i f fe r among classes of customers or by the amount of a cus
tomer's usage. 

Electric companies shall f i le quar te r l y under the pains and 
penalties of p e r j u r y , proposed fuel charges with the department 
which shall be f i led simultaneously with the attorney general . 
No such fuel charge shall be bil led to customers wi thout the 
specif ic approval of the department af ter a public hear ing. Such 
hearing shall be held wi th in fourteen days after the f i l ing by the 
electr ic company of a proposed fuel charge. Upon receipt of 
such a f i l i n g , the department shall fo r thw i th cause notice of the 
t ime, place and subject matter of the publ ic hearing to be pub
lished once at least seven days pr ior to such hearing in a news
paper of general c i rcu lat ion in the area served by the f i l i ng 
company. A t such hearing the department shall consider and 
invest igate the f i l i ng of the company with all related materials 
and reports of actual fuel and purchased power costs and fuel 
charge revenues fo r the th ree months preceding the month of 
the f i l i ng which shall be subscr ibed and sworn to by the com
pany under the pains and penalties of pe r ju ry . The department 
shall render i ts decision wi th in t h i r t y days following the com
mencement of such hear ing, except as provided under subsection 
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n ine ty - four G (a ) . The approved fuel charge shall ref lect a 
reconciliation for any di f ferences between the fuel charge reve
nues and actual fuel and purchased power costs, less zero power 
costs as defined here in, f o r the three months preceding the 
month of the f i l i ng as well as estimated di f ferences for the month 
of the f i l ing and all other adjustments determined by the depar t 
ment pursuant to this subsection and subsection (a ) . 

In the event of overcollection of fuel charges by a u t i l i t y fo r 
the preceding three month per iod , the department shall deter 
mine what pa r t , if any, of such overcol lect ion is a t t r ibu tab le to 
the overestimation of uni t fuel prices by the u t i l i t y and shall 
order that interest on that pa r t , calculated at a rate to be 
determined by the department, be re turned to the ra tepayers; 
p rov ided , however, that such rate of in terest shall be applied to 
that par t of the overcol lection only in the event that the es t i 
mates of uni t fuel prices for the preceding th ree months ex
ceeded the actual uni t fuel pr ice by more than f ive per cent . 
Any such overcollection and interest payments shall be re turned 
to the ratepayers in the aforementioned reconcil iat ion process at 
a fuel charge hearing held qua r te r l y pursuant to the provis ions 
of this section. In no case shall such interest payments be 
included in ar.y fuel charge or in the normal operat ing costs of 
each such electr ic u t i l i t y company. 

Electric companies f i l i ng fuel charges shall submit monthly data 
in a standardized format determined by the department, of fuel 
costs, purchased power charges wi th the accompanying service 
classification fo r each type of power received or d ispatched, zero 
power costs, k i lowatt -hour usages, revenues der ived f rom fuel 
charges and any other such information as the bureau may 
require for monitor ing such fuel and purchased power costs. I f , 
af ter review of said data, the bureau determines that a u t i l i t y 
company is operat ing an ind iv idual generat ing uni t in a manner 
inconsistent wi th its most recent ly approved annual performance 
program, or otherwise does not prov ide its consumers with 
energy in an eff ic ient and cost-ef fect ive manner, the bureau 
shall not i fy the department of its f i nd ings . Upon receipt of 
such not i f icat ion, the department shall order the company to 
present evidence, at the next fo l lowing fuel charge hearing held 
pursuant to th is sect ion, expla in ing such variance or submit 
plans and specifications to repair or improve said un i t . In the 
course of such hear ings, the department shall invest igate such 
variance and if the department f inds that the company has been 
unreasonable or imprudent in such performance, in l ight of the 
facts which were known or should reasonably have been known 
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by the company at the time of the actions in quest ion, it shall 
deduct from the fuel charge proposed for the next quar ter the 
amount of those fuel costs determined by the department to be 
d i rec t l y a t t r ibu tab le to the company's defective operation of such 
generat ing un i t above its minimum needs to maintain suf f ic ient 
reserves of power for purposes of re l iabi l i ty and ef f ic iency. 
The department shall also take additional steps as i t deems 
necessary to ensure compliance with th is subsection. Such 
monthly data, all electr ic company fuel and power supply con
t rac ts and agreements, fuel invoices and all reports required 
pursuant to subsection (a) shall be included w i th , or submitted 
p r i o r to , the company's fuel charge f i l ing and shall become par t 
of the department 's records. 

Upon request of an electr ic company, the department, af ter 
publ ic hear ing , may approve an interim adjustment in the fuel 
charge then in effect for such company upon a f ind ing that 
actual fuel costs exceed the approved quar te r ly estimates by 
more than ten per cent , and upon a f ind ing that the company 
has demonstrated by clear and convincing evidence that all 
reasonably possible ef for ts were made to meet the standards 
established pursuant to subsection (a ) . Whenever an electr ic 
u t i l i t y company determines that collections from the approved 
quar te r l y fuel charge wil l exceed the actual fuel costs of an 
electr ic company by more than ten per cent , said electr ic u t i l i t y 
company shall f o r thw i th not i fy the department and the depar t 
ment may, a f ter publ ic hear ing , approve an interim adjustment in 
the fuel charge then in effect for such company. 

(c) The department shall from time to time review the par
t ic ipat ion of an electr ic company in a regional power exchange 
and report its f ind ings to the clerk of the senate and the clerk 
of the house, along with its recommendations. The department 
may peti t ion the appropr ia te federal regulatory author i ty to 
implement its f ind ings and recommendations. 

(d) Upon request f i led by an electric company, the depar t 
ment may allow inter im adjustments to the base rates of such 
company to ref lect ex t raord inary increases in operat ing, main
tenance or capital costs fo r fuel procurement or the improvement 
of eff ic iency in operat ing generation facil i t ies whenever the 
department f inds by clear and convincing evidence af ter a publ ic 
hearing that such increased expenditures were neither incurred 
as a result of company imprudence nor incurred in the ord inary 
course of business and would result in a net reduction in the 
cost of electr ic service by v i r t ue of a reduction in fuel or pu r 
chased power costs in excess of the costs of such increased 
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expendi tures. 
Nothing in th is subsection shall be in terpre ted to author ize 

such interim adjustments to the base rates of any electr ic com
pany for operation and maintenance expenses incur red as a 
result of a forced or unscheduled outage. Nothing herein shall 
be interpreted to authorize such interim adjustments for the 
immediate recovery by a u t i l i t y company of the costs of const ruc
t ion work in progress. 

(e) The department may promulgate such rules and regula
tions as it deems appropr iate to ca r r y out the provisions of th is 
section and may, af ter publ ic hear ing , incorporate the use of 
any factors, in addit ion to and not inconsistent w i th factors set 
fo r th in this sect ion, in its considerations under any subsection 
hereof. 

( f ) For the purpose of th is sect ion, the fol lowing terms shall 
have the fol lowing meanings:-

"Line Losses", the unavoidable losses of e lect r ic i ty that occur 
du r ing the transmission and d is t r ibu t ion of electr ic power. 

"Retail Customer", any purchaser of e lec t r ic i ty regulated by 
the department. 

"Zero Power Costs" , fuel costs a t t r ibu tab le to a u t i l i t y com
pany's generation of e lect r ic i ty which was nei ther purchased nor 
consumed by a retail customer of said company and is in excess 
of minimum needs to maintain suf f ic ient reserves of power fo r 
purposes of re l iabi l i ty and e f f ic iency, as determined by the fuel 
charge monitoring bureau, and to maintain the most economical 
levels of operat ion, consistent wi th reasonable regional power 
exchange requirements; p rov ided , however, that such e lect r ic i ty 
shall not include line losses as def ined here in . 

SECTION 5. Said chapter 164 is hereby f u r t h e r amended by 
inser t ing after section 33 the fol lowing section : -

Section 33A. No gas or electr ic company regulated by the 
department under th is chapter may recover from any ratepayer 
of such company any d i rec t or indi rect expendi ture by such 
company for promotional or polit ical adver t is ing as def ined in 
th is section. 

For the purposes of th is sect ion, the fol lowing words and 
phrases shall have the fol lowing meanings:-

"Adve r t i s i ng " , the commercial use by a u t i l i t y of any media, 
inc luding newspaper, p r in ted mat ter , radio, and te lev is ion, in 
order to transmit a message to a substant ia l number of members 
of the public or to such u t i l i t y ' s consumers. 

"Political Adve r t i s i ng " , any adver t is ing for the purpose of 
inf luencing publ ic opinion wi th respect to legis lat ive, adminis-
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t r a t i v e , or electoral matters, or with respect to any controversial 
issue of publ ic importance. 

"Promotional A d v e r t i s i n g " , any advert is ing for the purpose of 
encouraging any person to select or use the service or addit ional 
service of a u t i l i t y regulated by the department, or the selection 
or instal lation of any appliance or equipment designed to use 
such u t i l i t y ' s serv ice. 

For the purposes of th is section, the terms "pol i t ical adver
t i s i n g " and "promotional adver t i s ing" shall not include adver t i s 
ing which informs consumers of any u t i l i t y on how they can 
conserve energy , reduce peak demand fo r energy, or other 
services, or otherwise use the services of any u t i l i t y in a cost-
ef f ic ient manner; is requi red by federal or state laws or regula
t ions ; informs consumers regarding service in te r rup t ions , safety 
measures, or emergency condi t ions; concerns employment oppor
tuni t ies wi th a u t i l i t y ; or relates to any explanation or jus t i f i ca 
t ion of ex is t ing or proposed rate schedules, or noti f icat ion of 
hearings thereon which informs consumers of and stimulates the 
use of products or services which are subject to d i rect competi
t ion from products or services of entit ies not regulated by the 
department or any other government agency. 

SECTION 6. Section 119A of said chapter 164 is hereby 
amended by s t r i k i n g out the last sentence, added by section 2 of 
chapter 625 of the acts of 1974, and inser t ing in place thereof 
the fol lowing sentence:- Al l fuel charges imposed by electr ic 
companies pursuant to section n ine ty - four G shall be itemized 
separately on all bi l ls to customers. 

SECTION 7. Any fuel charges approved subsequent to the 
effect ive date of th is act and pr ior to the approval of the ini t ial 
performance program pursuant to subsections (a) and (b) of 
section n ine ty - fou r G of chapter one hundred and s i x t y - f ou r of 
the General Laws, shall be subject to review and such other 
provisions of said subsections (a) and ( b ) . 

SECTION 8. Within s ix ty days of the effective date of th is 
act , the department shall designate a schedule of dates fo r the 
f i l i ng by each electr ic company of its ini t ial proposed per fo r 
mance program pursuant to the provisions of subsection (a) of 
section n ine ty - fou r G of chapter one hundred and s i x t y - f o u r , as 
amended by th is act. No such f i l ing date shall be scheduled 
later than seven months fol lowing the effect ive date of this act. 
The provisions of section n ine ty - fou r G of chapter one hundred 
and s i x t y - f o u r , as amended by this act , shall apply to the 
approval of all fuel charges f i led by an electric company sub-
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sequent to the department's approval of said electr ic company's 
ini t ial performance program pursuant to subsection (<0 of said 
section n inety - four G. 

SECTION 9. The assessment imposed on electr ic companies 
under the provisions of th is act shall apply to the fiscal year 
beginning Ju ly f i r s t next fol lowing the effect ive date of th is act , 
and to each succeeding fiscal year . A prorated port ion of said 
assessment shall apply to the f iscal year ending June th i r t i e th 
next fol lowing the effective date of th is act. The t reasurer shall 
advance funds to the department fo r operation of the fuel charge 
monitoring bureau and the at torney general p r io r to receipt of 
the init ial assessments against such companies in the ant ic ipat ion 
of such revenues, up to the amount of the ini t ial assessment 
authorized by th is act. 

SECTION 10. The department of publ ic ut i l i t ies shall develop 
rules and regulations for the enforcement of the adver t is ing 
provisions of section t h i r t y - t h r e e A of chapter one hundred and 
s i x t y - f ou r of the General Laws, inserted by section f i ve of th is 
act, wi th in six months from the effect ive date of th is act. 

SECTION 11. The provisions of th is act are severable, and if 
any section or part of any section of th is act shall be adjudged 
inval id or held unconst i tut ional by any cour t of competent j u r i s 
d ic t ion, such judgment or decision shall not affect or impair any 
other section or any par t of any other section unless inseparable 
from the section or par t adjudged i nva l i d , but shall be confined 
in its operations to that section or par t d i rec t l y involved in the 
controversy on which such judgment shall have been rendered. 

Approved August 6, 1981. 

Chap. 37G. AN ACT EXEMPTING THE POSITIONS OF SEALER 
OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES, PLUMBING IN 
SPECTOR, AND INSPECTOR OF GAS FITTING IN 
THE TOWN OF YARMOUTH FROM THE PROVI
SIONS OF THE CIVIL SERVICE LAW. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as fol lows: 

SECTION 1. The positions of sealer of weights and measures, 
plumbing inspector, and inspector of gas f i t t i ng in the town of 
Yarmouth shall not be subject to the provis ions of chapter t h i r t y -
one of the General Laws. 

SECTION 2. The provis ions of section one shall not impair the 
c iv i l service status of any incumbent holding permanent c iv i l 
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