
HOUSE No. 386
By Mr. Vaughan of Belmont, petition of the State Advisory Coun-

cil, Division of Employment Security, that benefit payments be in-
creased and relative to making certain other changes in the employ-
ment security law. Labor and Industries.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

An Act increasing benefit payments and making

CERTAIN OTHER CHANGES IN THE EMPLOYMENT SE-

CURITY LAW.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat one of its principal purposes, which
3 is to make available immediately during the present
4 emergency increased benefits under the employment
5 security law, to be computed from April first of the
6 current year, therefore this act is hereby declared to
7 be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
8 preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Effective as of April first, nineteen
2 hundred and forty-five, chapter one hundred and
3 fifty-one A of the General Laws is hereby amended
4 by striking out subsection (a) of section twenty-nine,
5 as most recently amended by section five of chapter

Cfie Commontoealtb of a^assacfrusctt*



HOUSE - [Jan.9 No. 386.

6 five hundred and thirty-four of the acts of nineteen
7 hundred and forty-three, and substituting therefor
8 the following: Section 29. (a) An individual in
9 total unemployment and otherwise eligible for bene-

10 fits shall be paid for each week of unemployment an
11 amount based on the highest quarterly wage of his
12 base period, as provided in the following table:

Total Wages Paid
in Highest Quarter

$ll9 99 or less
120 00-5139 99
140 00- 159 99
160 00- 179 99
180 00- 199 99
200 00-219 99
220 00- 239 99
240 00- 259 99
260 00- 279 99
280 00- 299 99
300 00- 319 99
320 00- 339 99
340 00- 359 99
360 00- 379 99
380 00 and over

1 Section 2. Paragraph (2) of subsection 14 (5) of
2 said chapter one hundred and fifty-one A of the Gen-
-3 eral Laws, as most recently amended by section one
4 of chapter five hundred and thirty-four of the acts
5 of nineteen hundred and forty-three, is hereby further
6 amended by striking out the period at the end of
7 said paragraph and substituting a semicolon and
8 adding the following;--provided, that on and after
9 April first, nineteen hundred and forty-five, benefit

10 wages charged against each employer shall include
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11 that part of wages not in excess of thirteen hundred
12 dollars paid by him in a base period, so that said
13 paragraph will read as follows: (2) When, in any
14 calendar year, beginning not earlier than nineteen
15 hundred and thirty-nine, a worker is paid benefits
16 for the first compensable week of unemployment with
17 respect to the benefit year to which the claim applies,
18 his wages from each employer during his base period
19 shall be termed “worker’s benefit wages” and shall
20 be treated for the purposes of this subsection as if
21 they had been paid in the year in which the first week
22 of benefits is paid. “Worker’s benefit wages” when
23 used with respect to benefits paid for the first com-
-24 pensable week of unemployment on claims originally
25 arising in the year nineteen hundred and thirty-nine
26 or in the years nineteen hundred and forty, nineteen
27 hundred and forty-one, nineteen hundred and forty-
-28 two, and prior to April first, nineteen hundred and
29 forty-three, shall include the wages not in excess of
30 one thousand dollars in those quarters upon which
31 the benefits available to the claimant were computed,
32 assignable to its respective year of nineteen hundred
33 and thirty-nine to nineteen hundred and forty-three,
34 inclusive, in accordance with this subsection. For the
35 purposes of this subsection, and effective as of April
36 first, nineteen hundred and forty-three, benefit wages
37 charged against each employer shall include only
38 that part of wages not in excess of twelve hundred
39 dollars paid by him in a base period; provided, that
40 on and after April first, nineteen hundred and forty-
-41 five, benefit wages charged against each employer
42 shall include that part of wages not in excess of thir-
-43 teen hundred dollars paid by him in a base period.




