
HOUSE No. 406

By Mr. Johnson of Brockton, petition of Adolph Johnson for legis-
lation to make certain changes in the old age assistance law, so called.
Pensions and Old Age Assistance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

An Act making certain changes in the old age

ASSISTANCE LAW, SO CALLED.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter one hundred and eighteen A
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out section one, as most recently amended by section
4 one of chapter four hundred and eighty-nine of the
5 acts of nineteen hundred and forty-three, and in-
-6 serting in place thereof the following section;
7 Section 1. Adequate assistance to deserving citizens
8 in need of relief and support sixty-five years of age
9 or over who shall have resided in the commonwealth

10 not less than three years during the nine years im-
-11 mediately preceding the date of application for such
12 assistance and who shall have resided in the common-
-13 wealth continuously for one year immediately preced-
-14 ing said date of application shall be granted under
15 the supervision of the department of public welfare,
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16 in this chapter called the department. Financial
17 assistance granted hereunder shall be given from the
18 date of application therefor, but in no event before
19 the applicant reaches the age of sixty-five, and in
20 determining the amount of assistance to be given for
21 any period preceding the date on which the applica-
-22 tion was favorably passed upon, consideration shall
23 be given to the amount of welfare relief, if any, given
24 to such applicant during said period under any other
25 provision of law. Such assistance shall, wherever
26 practicable, be given to the aged person in his own
27 home or in lodgings or in a boarding home, which for
28 the purposes hereof shall include any institution pro-
-29 viding shelter, care and treatment for aged persons
30 which is not supported in whole or in part by public
31 funds; provided, that no inmate of such a boarding
32 home or institution shall be eligible for assistance
33 under this chapter while being cared for under a
34 contract; and provided, further, that for the pur-
-35 poses of this chapter any person who, while such an
36 inmate, has lost his settlement or who shall lose his
37 settlement at the time of admission to such home or
38 institution shall be deemed to have no settlement in
39 the commonwealth. Such assistance shall be paid by
40 check or in cash, which shall be delivered to the
41 applicant at his residence, if he so requests, and shall
42 be paid semi-monthly unless the applicant prefers
43 less frequent payments. Such assistance shall be on
44 the basis of need, and the amount thereof shall be
45 determined in accordance with budgetary standards
46 established by the local board of public welfare, but
47 said budgetary standards shall not be applied to or
48 effect other persons living in the same household.
49 Budgetary standards shall be subject to approval by
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50 the department, but, except as hereinafter provided,
51 such assistance shall be at not less than the following
52 rates: In the case of an individual not less than forty
53 dollars monthly; in the case of a husband and wife
54 living together, both of whom are eligible for such
55 assistance, not less than sixty-five dollars monthly
56 for both; in the case of a husband and wife living
57 together, the husband being eligible for old age
58 assistance and the wife not yet sixty-five but over
59 fifty, and eligible for public welfare, not less than
60 sixty-five dollars monthly for both, the difference
61 between the amount paid to the eligible one and the
62 amount that should be paid if both were eligible for
63 old age assistance to come from public welfare funds;
64 in the case of sisters or'brothers or sisters and brothers
65 living together, all of whom are so eligible, not less
66 than sixty-five dollars monthly for two and not less
67 than fifteen dollars monthly for each additional
68 brother or sister so eligible. In computing the afore-
-69 said minima the local board of public welfare, or the
70 department acting on cases appealed, as the case
71 may be, shall, in accordance with rules and regula-
-72 tions made by the department, deduct the amount
73 of income or financial values the person assisted or
74 to be assisted may be receiving from any other source
75 whatsoever, and also the amount of assistance con-
-76 tributed by children under the provisions of section
77 two A.

1 Section 2. Said chapter one hundred and eight-
-2 een A is hereby further amended by striking out
3 section two A, inserted by section three of said chap-
-4 ter four hundred and eighty-nine and inserting in
5 place thereof the following section:
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6 Section 2A. In determining the resources of an
7 aged person under section two the following schedule
8 relative to financial support from a child or children
9 of such a person shall be followed:

10 1. A married son or daughter living with his or
11 her spouse or one with children to support shall not
12 be required to contribute to the support of such
13 aged person unless such a son or daughter has an
14 income in excess of three thousand dollars annually
15 or in excess of the equivalent of three thousand dollars
16 annually. If the annual income of such a son or
17 daughter is over three thousand dollars but not in
18 excess of five thousand dollars a monthly contribu-
-19 tion of twenty dollars shall be required to be paid
20 for the support of the parents or parent, and if the
21 annual income is over five thousand dollars a monthly
22 contribution of forty dollars shall be required to be
23 paid for the support of the parents or parent.
24 2. An unmarried son or daughter with no depend-
-25 ents to support shall not be required to contribute
26 to the support of such aged person unless such a
27 son or daughter has an income in excess of two thou-
-28 sand dollars annually or in excess of the equivalent
29 of two thousand dollars annually. If the annual
30 income of such a son or daughter is over two thousand
31 dollars but not in excess of four thousand dollars a
32 monthly contribution of twenty dollars shall be re-
-33 quired to be paid for the support of the parents or
34 parent, and if the annual income is over four thousand
35 dollars a monthly contribution of forty dollars shall
36 be required to be paid for the support of the parents
37 or parent .

38 3. In cases where sons or daughters are living with
39 their aged parents or parent receiving old age assist-
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40 ance the sons and daughters must pay for board and
41 room according to the prevailing rates and a sum
42 not exceeding ten dollars per month thereof for each
43 one may be considered as an income of the parents
44 or parent; provided, that adequate and reasonable
45 living quarters are provided for in the budgetary
46 estimates established for the parents in such a case
47 by the local board.
48 4. In cases where the aged parents or parent are
49 living with a son or a daughter a sum not exceeding
50 ten dollars may be deducted from the monthly assist-
-51 ance given if it is determined by the local board that
52 such a son or daughter is in a position to furnish
53 living quarters for the parents or parent without
54 any extra expense or hardship.
55 5. In any case, unusual circumstances within the
56 immediate family shall be considered with a view to
57 determine whether such circumstances justify an
58 exemption or modification from the general rule
59 relative to persons coming within the above classes,
60 and the local board may, subject to approval by the
61 department, grant such exemption or modification as
62 they may deem justified.








