
HOUSE No. 438• • • •

By Mr. Winslow of Cambridge, petition of The Massachusetts 
Federation of Taxpayers Associations, Inc., for legislation to clarify 
an act temporarily exempting from taxation certain real property of 
residents of the Commonwealth serving in the armed forces of the 
United States and of their spouses. Taxation.

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

A n  A ct  c l a r if y in g  t h e  a c t  t e m p o r a r il y  e x e m p t in g  

FROM TAXATION CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY OF RESIDENTS 

OF THE COMMONWEALTH SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES 

OF THE UNITED STATES, AND THEIR SPOUSES.

Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Chapter four hundred and twelve of the acts of
2 nineteen hundred and forty-three is hereby amended
3 by striking out section one and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section: —-
5 Section 1. Real estate of a resident of the com-
6 monwealth serving in the armed forces of the United
7 States during the existing state of war between the
8 United States and any foreign country, or of the
9 spouse of such resident, or of both if the real estate

10 is owned by them as joint tenants, as tenants in eom-
11 mon or tenants by the entirety, and the interest in
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12 such real estate which either or both may own in real
13 estate owned by them or either of them with others,
14 shall be exempt from taxation under the provisions of
15 chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws to the extent
16 that the assessors shall find that the payment of the
17 tax thereon by the resident, or by the spouse of such
18 resident, would constitute a hardship, but in no event
19 in excess of five thousand dollars in value in the aggre-
20 gate, provided that such real estate shall be occupied
21 in whole or in part as a home by such resident; and
22 provided, further, that such resident, or the spouse
23 of such resident, or a person thereunto authorized by
24 such resident or spouse, in a writing filed with the
25 assessors shall apply for exemption, stating under the
26 penalties of perjury that such real estate is so occu-
27 pied and that payment of the full amount of the tax
28 imposed by said chapter fifty-nine would constitute
29 a hardship to such resident or the spouse of such
30 resident, as the case may be.


