
No.HOUSE 462
By Mr. Sheehan of Brockton, petition of Arthur J. Sheehan for

legislation to provide for payment by the Commonwealth to cities
and towns for taking the decennial census. Ways and Means (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

An Act providing for payment by the commonwealth

TO CITIES AND TOWNS FOR TAKING DECENNIAL CENSUS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section seven of chapter nine of the General Laws,
2 as amended by section one of chapter three hundred
3 and forty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 thirty-nine, is hereby further amended by inserting
5 after the word “town” in the thirteenth line the fol-
-6 lowing sentence; The costs of such services and
7 facilities shall be paid by the commonwealth to
8 the city or town rendering them, —so as to read
9 as follows: Section 7. In nineteen hundred and

10 twenty-five and every tenth year thereafter, the
11 mayor of every city and the selectmen of every town
12 shall cause a census to be made of the inhabitants of
13 their respective cities and towns residing therein on
14 January first, on forms provided by the secretary,
15 and in accordance with his instructions, and shall
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16 return the same under oath to the office of the secre-
-17 tarjr on or before June thirtieth following, together
18 with a sworn statement of the total of such census.
19 In making such census the services and facilities of the
20 registrars of voters and police of a city or town shall
21 be available to the mayor of such city or the select-
-22 men of such town. The costs of such services and
23 facilities shall be paid by the commonwealth to the
24 city or town rendering them. The secretary may in
25 his discretion verify any such census in such manner
26 as he deems advisable, and for this purpose may
27 inspect the records of any city or town and call upon
28 the mayor or selectmen for such further information
29 as he desires. From the returns so made, with such
30 amendments as the secretary may find necessary to
31 correct any errors or omissions therein, he shall com-
-32 pile the census of inhabitants of each city and town
33 required by Article XXI of the amendments to the
34 constitution, as appearing in Article LXXI thereof,
35 and may publish the results thereof in such form as
36 he may determine.


