
HOUSE 485

By Mr. Ellis of Barnstable, petition of the Massachusetts Forest
and Park Association for legislation relative to forest fire prevention.
Conservation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

An Act relative to forest fire prevention.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to make further
3 provision immediately for the prevention of forest
4 fires, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emer-
-5 gency law, necessary for the immediate preservation
6 of the public health, safety and convenience.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

the General Laws, Tercente-
amended by striking out sec-

1 - Chapter forty-eight of
2 nary Edition, is hereby
3 tion twenty-eight B and
4 following:

inserting in place thereof the

5 Section 2SB. The director of the division of
6 forestry in the department of conservation shall
7 establish and maintain a system of forecasting forest
8 fire weather; provided, that such service is not avail-
-9 able from federal agencies. Every city and town which
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10 in the judgment of said director contains sufficient
11 woodland or such forest fire hazards as to justify the
12 use of patrols shall employ patrol service as herein-
-13 after provided. Patrols shall be used on all days
14 determined and announced by said director to be of
15 serious forest fire hazard. Said director shall deter-
-16 mine in advance what areas shall be patrolled in
17 each city or town, the method to be used and the
18 maximum number of patrols necessary, after a study
19 made in co-operation with the local forest warden.
20 In case any city or town fails to comply with this
21 act, the director shall henceforth determine the cost
22 of fighting any forest fire starting in said town, with
23 state men and equipment, and the city or town shall
24 be liable for such cost. Such cost shall be paid pri-
-25 marily by the commonwealth and the state treasurer
26 shall issue his warrant requiring the assessors of the
27 town to assess a tax to the amount of said cost, as
28 certified by said director to said state treasurer, which
29 shall be collected and paid to said state treasurer in
30 the same manner and subject to the same penalties as
31 state taxes. Any balance of such cost due shall be
32 assessed in the succeeding years in the same manner.
33 The cost of forest fire patrol shall be paid by the town,
34 but each town having a valuation of one million, two
35 hundred and fifty thousand dollars or less shall be
36 reimbursed by the commonwealth for one half of any
37 expenditures under this act, when approved by said
38 director.


