
No.HOUSE 581
By Mr. Feeney of Boston, petition of the Massachusetts State

Federation of Labor for legislation to place public employees under
the protection of the workmen’s compensation law. Labor and In-
dustries.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

An Act to place all public employees under the pro-

tection OF THE workmen’s COMPENSATION LAW.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and fifty-two of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out section
3 sixty-nine as most recently amended by chapter six
4 hundred and fourteen of the acts of nineteen hundred
5 and forty-one, and sections seventy-one, seventy-two,
6 seventy-three, seventy-four and seventy-five, and
7 inserting in place thereof the following new sections:
8 Section 69. The commonwealth, and any county,
9 city, town or district having the power of taxation,

10 and every other type of subdivision of the common-
-11 wealth, including any county tuberculosis hospital
12 district, shall pay to employees in its service who
13 receive injuries arising out of and in the course of
14 their employment, or, in case of death resulting from
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15 such injury, to the persons entitled'thereto, the com-
-16 pensation provided by this chapter.
17 In figuring average weekly wage, where the em-
-18 ployee does not, after the injury, continue to obtain
19 maintenance, the single member or board may add
20 the reasonable value thereof to the cash wage, based
21 on their knowledge or evidence of fair values of board
22 and room.
23 The term employee shall include all public em-
-24 ployees, that is, all persons in the public service under
25 a contract of hire, express or implied, oral or written,
26 or under any appointment, election or otherwise, and
27 shall include all public servants, including policemen,
28 firemen, teachers and others formerly excluded.
29 Insurance coverage may be by self-insurance under
30 regulations promulgated by the industrial accident
31 board or by private insurers. Prompt payments of

weekly compensation shall be required among these
33 regulations and means provided to insure such prompt
34 payments.
35 Section 71. Except as provided in the following
36 section, such commonwealth, county, city, town, dis-
-37 trict or subdivision of the commonwealth shall not be
38 liable in any action for a personal injury sustained by
39 a public employee or for death resulting from such
40 injury.
41 Section 72. A public employee who would, if in-
-42 jured, have a right of action against the county, city,
43 town, district or subdivision of the commonwealth by
44 law, may claim or waive his right of action as pro-
-45 vided in section twenty-four, and shall be deemed to
46 have waived such right of action unless he claims it.
47 Section 73. Where the injured employee is en-

-48 titled to a pension by virtue of the same injury, he
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49 shall receive in compensation plus the pension an
50 amount equal to the greater of the two, in such manner
51 as designated by the industrial accident board, after
52 consulting with the authorities in charge of said
53 pension.
54 Section 74- Inmates of institutions, including
55 prisoners or convicts injured in the course of and out
56 of their employment or performance of labor, volun-
-57 tary or involuntary, shall have their weekly but not
58 specific compensation suspended during the entire
59 period or periods of incarceration or obtaining free in-
-60 stitutional care, but nothing herein shall affect then’
61 rights subsequent to their release or legal departure
62 from said institutions.
63 Section 75. The department of industrial accidents
64 shall make rules for the direction and supervision of
65 payments to public employees, which rules shall be
66 carried out by compensation agents, designated by
67 the executive officer or board of the county, city, town,
68 district, department or other subdivision of the
69 commonwealth responsible for the payments as self-
-70 insurer.




