
HOUSE .... No. 598
By Mr. Ramsdell of Winchester, petition of William E. Kane

(mayor of Woburn) for an amendment of the law relative to budgets
in cities other than the city of Boston. Municipal Finance (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

An Act relative to budgets in cities.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter forty-four of the General
2 Laws, as most recently amended by chapter four
3 hundred and seventy-three of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and forty-one, is hereby amended by strik-
-5 ing out section thirty-one (A) and inserting in place
6 thereof the following new section;
7 Section 31 A. Every officer of any city except
8 Boston having charge of, or jurisdiction over, any
9 office, department or undertaking, requesting an

10 appropriation shall, between November first and
11 December first of each year, furnish the mayor and
12 the city auditor, or officer having similar duties, on
13 forms provided by the city auditor or officer having
14 similar duties, and approved by the division of
15 accounts in the department of corporations and
16 taxation, detailed estimates of the full amounts
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17 deemed necessary for the then ensuing year for the
18 ordinary maintenance of the office, department or
19 undertaking under his charge or jurisdiction, and

20 for expenditures ether than the ordinary main-
21 tenance, with the amounts, if any, expended for
22 similar purposes during the then preceding year
23 and during the first ten months of the then current
24 year, and an estimate of the amounts required to
25 be expended for such purposes during the last two
26 months of the then current year, giving explanatory
27 statements of any differences between the amount
28 of any estimate for the then ensuing year and the
29 amount expended or estimated to be required a
30 aforesaid.
31 The information hereby required to be furnished
32 shall set forth the number of permanent or temporary
33 employees, or both, requested in each classification
34 or rating in the then ensuing year, and the number
35 of permanent or temporary employees, or both,
36 employed on October thirty-first of the then current
37 year, or the nearest week-end thereto, except laborers
38 and persons performing the duties of laborers, with
39 the annual, monthly, weekly or hourly compensa-
40 tion of such employees, and shall state whether
41 such compensation is fixed by ordinance or other-
42 wise and whether or not such employees are subject
43 to chapter thirty-one.
44 The foregoing shall not prevent any city, upon
45 recommendation of the mayor, from so setting forth
46 the number of permanent or temporary laborers
47 and persons performing the duties of laborers, or
48 both such permanent and temporary laborers and
49 persons, with the annual, monthly, weekly or hourly
50 compensation of such employees.
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51 The city auditor, or officer having similar duties,
52 shall forthwith at the close of each year furnish the
53 mayor with a written report of the money received
54 from estimated receipts applicable to the payment of
55 expenditures of that year, with an estimate of such
56 receipts for the next succeeding year.
57 This section shall not apply to the school
58 committee.

Section 2. Said chapter forty-four, as most
recently amended by chapter four hundred and
seventy-three of the acts of nineteen hundred and
forty-one, is hereby amended by striking out section
thirty-two and inserting in place thereof the follow-
ing new section:
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Section 32. Within forty-five days after the
annual organization of the city government in any
city other than Boston, the mayor shall submit to
the city council the annual budget, which shall be a
statement of the amounts recommended by him
for the proposed expenditures of the city for the then
current year. The annual budget shall be classified
and designated so as to show separately with respect
to each officer, department or undertaking for which
an appropriation is recommended:
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(1) Ordinary maintenance, which shall also include
debt and interest charges matured and maturing
during the year, and shall be subdivided as follows:
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(a) Salaries and wages of officers, officials and
employees other than laborers or persons performing
the duties of laborers; and
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( b ) Ordinary maintenance not included under
(a) ; and

99.46

24
(2) Proposed expenditures for other than ordinary25
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maintenance, including additional equipment the
estimated cost of which exceeds three hundred
dollars.
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The foregoing shall not prevent any city, upon
recommendation of the mayor and with the approval
of the council, from adopting additional classifica-
tions and designations.

29
30
31
32

As to budgets submitted by the mayor, only the
city council may by majority vote make appropria-
tions for the purposes recommended and may reduce
or reject any amount recommended in the annual
budget, but, except on recommendation of the
mayor, shall not increase any amount in or the
total of the annual budget, nor add thereto any
amount for a purpose not included therein, except
as provided in section thirty-three. Except as
otherwise permitted by law, all amounts appropriated
by the city council, as provided in this section,
shall be for the purposes specified. In setting up an
appropriation, order or orders based on the annual
budget, the council shall use, so far as possible, the
same classifications required for the annual budget.
If the council fails to take action with respect to
any amount recommended in the annual budget,
either by approving, reducing or rejecting the same,
within forty-five days after the receipt of the budget,
such amount shall, without any action by the council,
become a part of the appropriations for the year,
and be available for the purposes specified.
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If, upon the expiration of forty-five days after

the annual organization of the city government,
the mayor shall not have submitted to the city
council the annual budget for said year, the city
council shall within thirty days upon its own initia-
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60 live prepare the annual budget, and such prepara-
-61 tion shall be subject to the same requirements as
62 the mayor’s annual budget, so far as apt.
63 Within fifteen days after such preparation of the
64 annual budget, the city council shall proceed to
65 act by voting thereon, and all amounts so voted
66 shall thereupon be valid appropriations for the
67 purposes stated therein to the same extent as though
68 based upon a mayor’s annual budget, but subject,
69 however, to such requirements, if any, as may be
70 imposed by law.
71 If the council fails to take action with respect
72 to any amount recommended in the budget, either
73 by approving, reducing or rejecting the same, within
74 fifteen days after such preparation, such amount
75 shall, without further action by the council, become
76 a part of the appropriations for the year, and be
77 available for the purposes specified.
78 Nothing in this section shall prevent the city
79 council, acting upon the written recommendation
80 of the mayor, from voting appropriations, not in
81 excess of the amount so recommended, either prior
82 or subsequent to the passage of the annual budget.
83 The provisions of this section shall apply, in any
84 city adopting the Plan E form of government under
85 chapter forty-three, only to the extent provided by
86 section one hundred and four of said chapter.
87 Neither the annual budget nor appropriation
88 orders based thereon shall be in such detail as to
89 fix specific salaries of employees under the direction
90 of boards elected by the people, other than the city
91 council.
92 This section shall not apply to the school
93 committee.
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94 The school committee shall make its own appro-
95 priations for school purposes in the same manner
96 as the city council and shall certify such appropria-
-97 tions directly to the assessors.
98 If upon the expiration of forty-five days after
99 the annual organization meeting of the school corn-

100 mittee it has not so certified to the assessors its
101 appropriations for the current year as aforesaid,
102 the assessors in conjunction with the mayor shall
103 determine the amount necessary to support the
104 public schools as required by chapter seventy-
-105 one of the General Laws, and such failure of the
106 school committee to certify its appropriation as
107 hereinbefore provided shall be deemed a waiver of
108 its rights established under the provisions estab-
-109 lished by said chapter seventy-one, General Laws,
110 and chapter two hundred and ninety-four, acts of
111 nineteen hundred and thirty-nine. All acts and
112 parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of
113 this section are hereby repealed.

1 Section 3. Said chapter forty-four as most
2 recently amended by chapter four hundred and
3 seventy-three of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 forty-one is hereby amended by striking out section
5 thirty-three and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-6 ing new section:
7 Section S3. In case of the failure of the mayor
8 to transmit to the city council a written recom-
-9 mendation for an appropriation for any purpose

10 not included in the annual budget, which is deemed
11 necessary by the council, after having been so
12 requested by vote thereof, said council, after the
13 expiration of seven days from such vote, upon its
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14 own initiative may make such appropriation by a

15 vote of at least two thirds of its members, and shall
16 in all cases clearly specify the amount to be ex-
-17 pended for each particular purpose, but no appro-
-18 priation may be voted hereunder so as to fix specific
19 salaries of employees under the direction of boards
20 elected by the people, other than the city council.
21 This section shall not apply to the school
22 committee.

1 Section 4. Section fifty-three, chapter fifty-
2 nine of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out the said section and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section;
5 Section 53. The assessors shall, within a reason-
-6 able time, commit the tax list with their warrant
7 to the collector of taxes, and, if there is a fire, water
8 light or improvement district in the town, they
9 shall commit to him a separate list and warrant for

10 the district taxes. The assessors shall similarly
11 commit to the collector a separate list and warrant
12 for the taxes required to support the public schools.
13 The collector shall send a separate tax bill to each
14 taxable inhabitant to defray the annual cost of
15 maintaining the public schools. If no collector
16 has been chosen, they shall commit such lists with
17 their warrants, to a constable, or, if there is no
18 constable, to the sheriff or his deputy; but the
19 assessors of a town shall not commit a tax list to the
20 collector until the bonds of such collector and of
21 the town treasurer have been given and approved as
22 required by law.
23 All laws applicable to the duties of assessors and
24 collector of taxes relating to assessment and codec-
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25 tion of taxes on real estate shall, so far as applicable,
26 apply to the assessment and collection of taxes for
27 the support of public schools.


