
HOUSE No. 634

By Mr. McCarthy of East Bridgewater, petition of Michael J. 
McCarthy for legislation to permit voters to express their opinion 
as to presidential preference at the presidential primaries on candi
dates of political parties for the office of President of the United States. 
Election Laws.

Ctie Commontoealtt) of Qiassacfnisetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

A n  A c t  to  p e r m it  v o t e r s  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e ir  o p in io n

ON PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE AT THE PRESIDENTIAL 

PRIMARIES ON CANDIDATES OF THE POLITICAL PARTIES 

FOR THE OFFICE OF PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Chapter fifty-three of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section seventy H the
3 following new section: —
4 Section 701. In the preparation of the official
5 ballots for use at the presidential primaries the state
6 secretary shall, under the heading presidential prefer-
7 ence, provide suitable space wherein the voter may
8 express his choice for presidential candidate of the
9 political party to be nominated at the national con-

10 vention of the party, by writing in such preference or
11 by the use of a sticker or paster to be applied to the
12 ballot.
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The city and town clerks or other officials required 
to make returns to the state secretary, shall make 
return thereto of all votes so cast. The state secre
tary shall at least thirty days before the date set for 
the national conventions of the political parties, trans
mit to the delegates at large and the alternate 
delegates at large of the political parties, copies of 
the tabulation of such votes cast for preference for I 
president in the party for which he was elected a 
delegate or alternate and the state secretary shall 
transmit to the district delegates and the alternate 
district delegates, copies of the vote cast for presi
dential preference for their respective political party 
in the district in which they were elected. The state 
secretary shall file with the chairman of each political 
party a copy of the total vote so cast indicating 
presidential preference as indicated in the state-wide 
tabulation to be made by him of all votes thus re
ceived by any person, in that political party.
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