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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE M ETROPOLITAN DIS
TRICT W ATER SUPPLY COMMISSION RELA
TIVE TO THE FLOW OF W ATER FROM  THE 
QUABBIN RESERVOIR AND THE CONDI
TIONS OF THE SWIFT AND W ARE RIVERS.

[Metropolitan Affairs.]

B o s t o n , M a s s ., November 11, 1945.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the Common
wealth of Massachusetts in General Court assembled.

The Metropolitan District Water Supply Commission, 
established under the provisions of chapter 375 of the 
Acts of 1926, respectfully presents a report under chap
ter 16 of the Resolves of 1943.

REPORT.

Chapter 16 of the Resolves of 1943 authorized an in
vestigation and stud}’ by the Metropolitan District 
Water Supply Commission relative to the flow of water 
from the Quabbin Reservoir, with a view to improving 
the conditions of the Swift and Ware rivers, and provides 
as follows:

Resolved, That the metropolitan district water supply commission 
is hereby authorized and directed to investigate and study the possi
bility and feasibility of dividing the flow of water from the Quabbin 
reservoir between the Swift and Ware rivers in such a manner as shall 
best serve to prevent the pollution of either river, and be of industrial 
use by maintaining a steady flow of water in both, and in such manner
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as shall best prevent the flow in either river from reaching the flood 
stage. Said commission shall report to the general court the results 
of its investigation and study, and its recommendations, if any, in
cluding drafts of legislation necessary to carry its recommendations 
into effect and estimates of any costs which may be necessary to the 
same purpose, by filing the same with the clerk of the house of repre
sentatives on or before the first Wednesday of November, nineteen 
hundred and forty-four.

The Metropolitan District Water Supply Commission 
has studied the matter and is of the opinion that any 
proposal to release waters from Quabbin Reservoir into 
the Ware River other than at its junction with the Swift 
River as already provided is not possible on account of 
physical limitations. The only connections between the 
reservoir and the Ware River or any of its tributary 
streams are at the tops of several shafts of the Quabbin 
Aqueduct Tunnel. All of these shafts are at elevations 
considerably' above the flow line of Quabbin Reservoir, 
and hence cannot be used to release water to the Ware 
River except by the installation and operation of costly 
pumping plants. The only way to get Quabbin water 
into the Ware River would be to pump it up through one 
of the tunnel shafts located on a brook or river tributary 
to the W are River. If the water were to be pumped at 
the nearest shaft, No. 11, it would be necessary to pump 
at least 150 feet; if at the next shaft, No. 10, on Moose 
Brook, about 290 feet; if at Shaft 9, on the Prince River, 
about 70 feet; if at Shaft 8, about 130 feet. Pumping 
at shafts east of Coldbrook would be still more difficult 
and costly.

As far as the question of pollution is concerned, the 
Commission is required by chapter 321 of the Acts of 
1927 to release 20,000,000 gallons daily from the reservoir 
into the Swift River to maintain the low water flow, and 
is required by chapter 375 of the Acts of 1926 not to 
interrupt any of the natural flow in the Ware River, at 
Coldbrook, until this flow exceeds 85,000,000 gallons 
daily. The Commission has already paid water diversion 
damages amounting to approximately $1,850,000 on
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account of its diversions from the Swift River under said 
chapter 321, and approximately $1,450,000 on account 
of its diversions from the Ware River under chapter 375.

As far as the matter of flood prevention is concerned, 
the most effective measures have already been taken. 
On the Swift River the construction of the reservoir itself 
insures that there will never be any floods of consequence 
below the dam. On the Ware River the works are de
signed to divert into the reservoir all flood flows in excess 
of the above-stated 85,000,000 gallons daily limit up to 
the capacity of the diversion works, equal to approxi
mately 2,000,000,000 gallons daily.

In conclusion, the Commission believes that it is un
necessary, and would be extremely costly, to provide 
works which accomplish the purposes of the petitioners.

METROPOLITAN DISTRICT W ATER SUPPLY COMMISSION.

E. C. HULTM AN,
Chairman.

ED W ARD  J. KELLEY,
A. H. BROWN,

Associate Covimissioners.
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