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By Mr. Tyler of Watertown (by request), petition of the Massa
chusetts Town. Clerks’ Association relative to the voting rights of 
persons moving from the Commonwealth and other persons receiv
ing certain forms of public aid. Election Laws.

Cfie Commontoealti) of ^agsacfuisetti!

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

An Act r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  v o t i n g  r i g h t s  o f  p e r s o n s

MOVING FROM T H E COM M ONW EALTH AND O TH ER  P E R 

SONS RECEIV IN G  C ER TA IN  FORMS O F PU B LIC  AID.

Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section one of chapter fifty-one of the General
2 Laivs, as most recently amended by chapter four
3 hundred and fifty-three of the acts of nineteen hun-
4 dred and forty-three, is hereby amended by striking
5 out said section one and inserting in place thereof the
6 following: —
7 Section 1. Every citizen twenty-one years of age
8 or older, not being a pauper or person under guardian-
9 ship and not being temporarily or permanently dis-

10 qualified by law because of corrupt practices in re-
11 spect to elections, who can read the constitution of
12 the commonwealth in English and write his name,
13 and who has resided in the commonwealth one year
14 and in the city or town where he claims a right to
15 vote six months last preceding a state, city or town
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16 election, and who has complied with the requirements
17 of this chapter, may have his name entered on the
18 list of voters in such city or town, and may vote 
10 therein in any such election or, except in so far as
20 restricted in any town in which a representative town :
21 meeting form of government has been established, in
22 any meeting held for the transaction of town affairs.
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No other person shall have his name entered upon = 
the list of voters or have the right to vote; except 
that no person who is prevented from reading or ( 
writing as aforesaid by a physical disability, shall, if 
otherwise qualified, be deprived of the right to vote ■■■ 
by reason of not being able so to read or write; and 
no person who, having served in the army or navy 
of the United States in time of war, has been honor
ably discharged from such service, if otherwise quali
fied to vote, shall be disqualified therefrom on ac
count of receiving or having received aid from any 
city or town, or because he is exempted by section 
five of chapter fifty-nine from the assessment of a 
poll tax; and no person otherwise qualified to vote 
for national or state officers shall, by reason of a 
change of residence within the commonwealth, be 
disqualified from voting for such officers in the city 
or town from which he has removed his residence 
until the expiration of six months from such removal, ; 
provided that if such person moves from the com- 
monwealth he shall be disqualified from voting for 
state officers in the city and town from which he has 
removed. A married woman dwelling or having her i 
home separate and apart from her husband shall for
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the purpose of voting and registration therefor be Xej 
deemed to reside at the place where she dwells or has %ed
her home.


