
HOUSE No. 817

By Mr. Cappucci of Boston, petition of Enrico Cappucci, Francis 
X. Hurley and others for an amendment of the law relative to liens of 
attorneys for fees. The Judiciary.

Cftc Commontoealtb of e^assac&usetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

AN ACT RELATIVE TO ATTORNEYS’ LIENS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Sec t io n  1. Chapter two hundred and twenty-one
2 of the General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 Edition, is hereby amended by striking out section
4 fifty and inserting in place thereof the following: •—
5 Section 50. From the commencement of an action,
6 counterclaim, or other proceeding in any court or
7 before any state or federal department, the attorney
8 "'ho appears for a party shall have a lien for his fees
9 in accordance with the contract with his client upon

10 his client’s cause of action, claim or counterclaim,
11 which shall attach to the judgment, decree or any
12 other order in his client’s favor, and the proceeds
13 thereof. The court in which the action is pending,
14 or in any other case the superior court, upon the peti-
15 tion of the client or attorney may determine and
16 enforce the lien.
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1 S e c t io n  2. Section twenty-three of chapter two
2 hundred and sixty-one of the General Laws, as appear-
3 ing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended
4 by striking out, in the sixth and seventh lines thereof,
5 the words “ for an attorney’s fee, if an issue in law
6 or fact is joined, two dollars and fifty cents; if not,
7 one dollar and twenty-five cents.”  and inserting in
8 place thereof the words: —  A reasonable attorney’s
9 fee.

1 S e c t io n  3. Section twenty-six of chapter two
2 hundred and sixty-one of the General Laws, as appear-
3 ing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended
4 by striking out, in the sixth and seventh lines thereof,
5 the words “ For an attorney’s fee, if there is an appear-
6 ance for the defendant, two dollars and fifty cents;
7 if not, one dollar and twenty-five cents.”  and inserting
8 in place thereof: —  A reasonable attorney’s fee.

1 S e c t io n  4. Section twenty-seven of chapter two
2 hundred and sixty-one of the General Laws, as appear-
3 ing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended
4 by striking out, in the sixth and eleventh lines thereof,
5 the words “ For an attorney’s fee, one dollar and fifty
6 cents.” and inserting in place thereof: — A reasonable
7 attorney’s fee.


