
HOUSE No. 839

By Mr. Bowker of Brookline, petition of the Massachusetts Fed
eration of Planning Boards that penalties be imposed for wilful viola
tion of zoning ordinances or by-laws. Mercantile Affairs.

C fte  C o m m o n t o e a lt b  o f a ^ a s s ta c fu is e tti

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

A n  A ct imposing  p e n a lt ie s  for  w il f u l  v io la t io n

OF ZONING ORDINANCES OR BY-LAWS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Chapter forty of the General Laws is further
2 amended by inserting after section thirty B the
3 following new section: —
4 Section 30C. The inspector of buildings in a city
5 or town, or the officer or board having supervision of
6 the construction of buildings or the power of enforcing
7 the municipal building laws, or, if in a town there is
8 no such officer or board, the selectmen, whenever it
9 comes to his, its or their attention that a building or

10 other structure has been erected or is being main-
11 tained, or that a building or other structure or a parcel
12 of land is being used, in violation of an ordinance or
13 by-law adopted under sections twenty-four to thirty A
14 inclusive shall forthwith send notice by registered
15 mail, postage prepaid, to the owner of such building,
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structure or land, as it appears on the most recent 
local tax list and shall also cause a copy of such notice 
to be posted upon such building, structure or land. 
Such notice shall state that said building or structure 
has been erected or is being maintained, or that such 
building, structure or land is being used, in violation 
of the local zoning ordinance or by-law, and shall 
specify the nature of such violation, and shall direct 
said owner to cease and desist from such violation £) 
within a reasonable time, to be stated in said notice. 
Such notice shall also contain a copy of this section.
If such owner neglects or refuses to comply with the 
direction contained in said notice within the period 
specified therein, he shall be subject to a penalty not 
exceeding twenty dollars for each day, during which 
such violation continues after the expiration of the 
time specified in said notice, which may be recovered 
by indictment or on complaint before a district court 
or trial justice, and shall enure to the city or town or 
to such uses as it may direct.


