
HOUSE No. 894

By Messrs. Shattuck and Maurice H. Sullivan of Boston (by re
quest), petition of Alexander Wheeler and others relative to the nomi
nation and election of members of the school committee of the city 
of Boston and related matters. Cities.

C b e  C o m m o n tu e a ltf)  o f 90a0sacf)U0etts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

An Act making changes in the laws relative to the

SCHOOL COMMITTEE OF THE CITY OF BOSTON.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as folloivs:

1 Section 1. Chapter three hundred and forty-
2 nine of t.he acts of nineteen hundred and five is
3 hereby amended by striking out section one, as
4 amended, and inserting in place thereof the follow-
5 ing section: —
6 Section 1. The school committee of the city of
7 Boston shall continue to consist of five members
8 appointed as hereinafter provided; but no person
9 shall be eligible for appointment to the committee

10 who is not an inhabitant of the city of Boston and
11 has not been a resident thereof for at least three
12 years continuously prior to such appointment. The
13 school committee shall serve without compensation,
14 and their terms of office shall begin with the be-
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15 ginning of the municipal year following their ap-
16 pointment. Vacancies in said committee arising
17 from death, resignation or otherwise shall be filled
18 for the unexpired term by appointment only in the
19 manner hereinafter provided for.
20 Upon the termination of the term of office of a
21 member of said committee in office upon December
22 thirty-first, nineteen hundred and forty-five, and
23 upon the termination of the term of office of any
24 such member appointed as hereinafter provided,
25 the mayor shall appoint his successor from a list of
26 three persons recommended to him by a nominating
27 committee which shall be elected in the following
28 manner: —  for the purposes only of this act, the
29 city of Boston shall be divided into thirteen districts
30 as follows: ward one shall be district one; wards
31 two and three, district two; wards four and five,
32 district three; wards six and seven, district four;
33 wards eight and nine, district five; wards ten and
34 nineteen, district six; wards eleven and twelve,
35 district seven; ward fourteen, district eight; wards
36 thirteen and fifteen, district nine; wards sixteen
37 and seventeen, district ten; ward eighteen, district
38 eleven; ward twenty, district twelve; wards twenty-
39 one and twenty-two, district thirteen.
40 At the biennial municipal election to be held in
41 nineteen hundred and forty-five and at each subse-
42 quent biennial municipal election, one person shall
43 be elected for a term of two years and until the
44 qualification of his successor from each of the above
45 districts to serve on a committee of nominators of
46 school committee members, which committee shall
47 make three nominations for each place upon the
48 school committee to be filled during the then current
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49 year. Such nominations shall be by a majority
50 vote of the thirteen nominators. Each candidate
51 for membership on the committee of nominators
52 must be a resident of the district in which he or she
53 seeks election and must obtain the signatures of
54 four hundred registered voters in the district in
55 which he or she lives to qualify him or her for a
56 place on the ballot. Chapter four hundred and
57 eighty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and nine
58 as amended, and all other laws not inconsistent
59 with the provisions of this act, governing nomina-
60 tion papers and nominations for and election of
61 municipal officers in the city of Boston, shall, so
62 far as they may be applicable, govern the nomina- 
6.3 tion papers, nominations and elections provided for
64 in this act, except that not more than fifteen nomina-
65 tion papers shall be issued to any candidate for
66 nomination in a district. The person receiving the
67 highest number of votes for election to the com-
68 mittee of nominators in each district, as above
69 described, shall be declared elected.
70 The committee of nominators shall meet at the
71 call of the city clerk of the city of Boston, who shall
72 serve as the secretary of the committee and shall
73 issue a call for a meeting to be held not later than
74 December first following the election of the commit-
75 tee. The city clerk shall make and keep a record of
76 the proceedings of the committee and shall act as
77 the presiding officer of the committee until the
78 committee elects a presiding officer from its own
79 membership.
80 Nominations by the committee of nominators of
81 three persons for each place on the school committee
82 to be filled shall be made not later than December
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7 Boston, in the year nineteen hundred and forty-two,
8 and in each sixth year thereafter, shall elect a
9 superintendent of schools, who shall hold office for

10 the term of six years from the first day of September
11 in said year. The board of assistant superintendents,
12 as constituted on December thirty-first, nineteen
13 hundred and forty-five, shall continue to exist with
14 the same powers and duties except as otherwise
15 provided by this act. In each year the school corn-
16 mittee shall, on the nomination of the superintendent
17 of schools, elect one assistant superintendent, to
18 serve for the term of six years from the first day of
19 September in the year of his election. If a vacancy
20 shall occur in the office of superintendent or of
21 assistant superintendent, the school committee may
22 fill such vacancy for the unexpired term. The
23 superintendent shall be the executive officer of the
24 school committee in all matters pertaining to the
25 powers and duties of the committee, with power to
26 nominate to the committee, for their election by
27 the committee, all of his assistants and through
28 them all other employees of the committee. The
29 school committee shall fix the compensation of the
30 superintendent and assistant superintendents and
31 may remove them, or any of them, for cause.
32 The superintendent of schools shall assign to each
33 assistant superintendent such duties as he may see
34 fit, except the review of eligibility lists prepared by
35 the board of examiners.
36 The superintendent and assistant superintendents,
37 including in such term the business manager, shall
38 constitute a board, to be known as the board of
39 superintendents. The superintendent shall, when
40 present, preside at the meetings of said board. Said
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41 board shall have no executive or administrative
42 powers but shall act as an advisory board to the
43 superintendent, and, when directed by the superin-
44 tendent, as a trial board for employees of the school
45 committee. No member of the city council or of
46 the school committee shall hold the office of super-
47 intendent or assistant superintendent, and no mem-
48 ber of the city council shall be a member of the
49 school committee.

1 Section 4. Chapter three hundred and eighteen
2 of the acts of nineteen hundred and six is hereby
3 amended by striking out section one, as amended,
4 and inserting in place thereof the following section: —
5 Section 1. The school committee of the city of
6 Boston shall choose a secretary, not of their own
7 number, whose duties shall be only those of record-
8 ing secretary of the school committee and -who shall
9 hold office until removed by the committee for cause.

10 Said committee may also choose, upon the nomina-
11 tion of the superintendent of schools, and may for
12 cause remove, an acting business manager who shall
13 serve only during the time that the business manager,
14 who shall be an assistant superintendent, is absent
15 or otherwise unable to act and he shall during such
16 time exercise all the powers and perform all the duties
17 of said business manager. The committee may also
18 elect, upon the nomination of the superintendent of
19 schools, and remove such other subordinate officers
20 not specifically provided for by law as they may
21 deem expedient. The business manager shall in
22 writing approve and transmit to the auditor of said
23 city all vouchers, pay rolls and other documents
24 calling for the expenditure of money, together with
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25 summarized requisitions on said auditor, approved
26 by the committee or by any authorized member
27 thereof, and requesting said auditor to place said
28 vouchers, pay rolls and other documents on his
29 draft for payment by the treasurer of said city.

1 Section 5. The business manager of the school
2 committee of the city of Boston is hereby consti-
3 tuted, and shall hereafter be, an assistant superin-
4 tendent of schools of said city. Said business man-
5 ager shall continue to have and exercise all powers
6 and duties conferred or imposed upon said officer
7 upon the effective date of this act, and nothing in this
8 act shall, except as specifically provided, be deemed
9 to affect in any manner the powers, duties, privileges

10 and obligations of said business manager or of any
11 officer or employee in his office upon said effective
12 date.

1 Section 6. Nothing in section five shall be deemed
2 to affect any of the rights, powers or duties of the
3 business manager of the school committee of the
4 city of Boston in office upon the effective date of
5 this act or of any officer or employee subordinate to
6 said business manager on said date, and they shall
7 continue to hold their respective offices and posi-
8 tions as if said section had not been enacted, except
9 to the extent only that their powers and duties shall 

10 have been altered thereby.


