
HOUSE No. 938

By Mr. Miller of Boston, petition of Bernard Ginsberg and Charles 
Miller for legislation relative to attorneys’ fees and liens. The Judi
ciary.

C fie  C o m m o n to e a lti)  o f ^ a s s a c fju s e t t s

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

A n  A ct relative to attorneys’ fees and liens.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section fifty of chapter two hundred and twenty-
2 one of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
3 ing out said section and inserting in place thereof the
4 following: —
5 Section 50. An attorney who has commenced suit
6 or an action at law shall have a lien thereon for the
7 amount of his legal services, fees and disbursements.
8 Fees and services shall include legal services rendered.
9 If the attorney and client fail to agree between them-

10 selves as to the amount of fees and charges and legal
11 services rendered, either the attorney or client, in
12 the action or suit in which the proceeding was brought
13 or is pending, either before or after final judgment,
14 order or decree may petition said court to ascertain
15 and determine the amount, if any, to which such
16 attorney shall be entitled, and thereupon, and after
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17 due and sufficient notice to said parties, the court“
18 shall enter an appropriate order, decree or judgment _
19 establishing the rights of the parties on said petition
20 and for the satisfaction thereof or such other order,
21 judgment or decree as justice shall require.


