
HOUSE No. 1118

By Messrs. Butterworth of Nahant and Morley of Swampscott, 
petition of Edward R. Butterworth and Lester B. Morley that a party 
to a cause of action be permitted to see documents, papers, state
ments or memoranda used by witnesses to refresh his recollection. 
Legal Affairs.

Cl)t Commontoealt!) of Massachusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

An A ct p e r m it t in g  a  p a r t y  to  a  c a u s e  o f  a c t io n  to

SEE ANY DOCUMENT, PAPER, STATEMENT, OR MEMORAN

DUM USED EY A WITNESS TO REFRESH HIS RECOLLECTION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as folloivs:

1 Chapter two hundred and thirty-three of the Gen-
2 eral Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section
3 twenty-three, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edi-
4 tion, the following new section: —
o Section 23A. A party to any trial of any cause of
6 action, suit in equity, or hearing before any court,
7 board or commission may upon request see any docu-
8 ment, paper, statement, or other memorandum which
9 the witness has testified he has used to refresh his

10 recollection whether that document, paper, statement,
11 or other memorandum has been used in court during
12 the trial or prior thereto; and the fact that said party
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13 requests to see the said document, paper, statement,
14 or other memorandum shall not make the said docu-
15 ment, paper, statement, or other memorandum ad-
16 missible in evidence unless the party calling for the
17 same uses it for the purpose of cross-examination of
18 said witness.


