
HOUSE No. 1254

By Mr. McCarthy of Somerville, petition of Paul A. McCarthy 
for legislation to regulate further wagering at horse and dog racing 
meetings. Legal Affairs.

Cfie Commontoealti) of e^asoacftuoetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

A n  A ct  f u r th e r  reg u latin g  w a g e r in g  a t  horse  and

DOG RACING MEETINGS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 

same, as follows:

1 Section five of chapter one hundred and twenty-
2 eight A of the General Laws, as most recently amended
3 by  chapter four hundred and ninety-seven of the acts
4 of nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, is hereby further
5 amended by inserting after the word “ gambling”  in
6 the second line of the second paragraph, as appearing
7 in chapter three hundred and fifty-one of the acts of
8 nineteen hundred and thirty-six, the following: —
9 , making “ lay o ff” bets, so called, and no rooms or

10 space for the taking or receiving of such “ lay off”
11 bets by telephone or wireless, —  so that said second
12 paragraph will read as follows: —  No other place or
13 method of betting, pool making, wagering or gam-
14 bling, making “ lay o ff” bets, so called, and no rooms
15 or space for the taking or receiving of such “ lay o ff”
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16 bets by telephone or wireless shall be used or permit-
17 ted by the licensee, nor shall this chapter be deemed
18 to authorize or legalize the pari-mutuel or certificate
19 system of wagering on any races except horse and dog
20 races at the race track where such pari-mutuel or cer-
21 tificate system of wagering is conducted. Each licen-
22 see conducting a racing meeting shall become the
23 custodian or depository for such sums as may be
24 deposited with such licensee by patrons as wagers on
25 the speed or ability of any one or more horses or dogs
26 in a race or races and such licensee shall be responsible
27 for such sum so deposited and shall return to the
28 winning patrons so wagering on the speed or ability
29 of any one or more horses or dogs in a race or races all
30 sums so deposited as an award or dividend, according
31 to the acknowledged and recognized rules and method
32 under which such pari-mutuel or certificate system
33 has been operated, less the breaks, as defined in this
34 section, and less an amount not to exceed ten per cent
35 of the total amount so deposited by the patrons wag-
36 ering on the speed or ability of horses in a race or
37 races not conducted in connection with a state or
38 county fair, and fifteen per cent of the total amount-
39 so deposited by the patrons wagering on the speed
40 or ability of horses in a race or races conducted in
41 connection with a state or county fair and on the
42 speed or ability of dogs in a race or races, whether or
43 not conducted in connection with a state or county
44 fair.


