
HOUSE No. 1389

By Mrs. Schlapp of Methuen and Messrs. Collins of Andover and 
Hill of Methuen (by request), petition of P. E. Merriam that the issu
ance of licenses to operate motor vehicles to persons under eighteen 
years of age be prohibited. Highways and Motor Vehicles.

Cl)c Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

A n A ct  p r o h ib it in g  t h e  is s u a n c e  o f  l ic e n s e s  to  o p 

e r a t e  MOTOR VEHICLES TO PERSONS UNDER EIGHTEEN 

YEARS OF AGE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section eight of chapter ninety of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by chapter two hundred
3 and eighty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 thirty-seven, is hereby further amended by striking
5 out, in the eighth and ninth lines, the word “ sixteen”
6 and inserting in place thereof the word: —  eighteen,
7 —■ so as to read as follows: —• Section 8. Application
8 for license to operate motor vehicles may be made
9 by any person; but before such a license is granted

10 the applicant shall pass such examination as to his
11 qualifications as the registrar, without discriminating
12 as to age, shall require, and no license shall be issued
13 until the registrar or his authorized agent is satisfied
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14 that the applicant is a proper person to receive it, and
15 no such license shall be issued to any person under
16 eighteen years of age. To each licensee shall be as-
17 signed some distinguishing number or mark, and the
18 licenses issued shall be in such form as the registrar
19 shall determine. They may contain special restric-
20 tions and limitations. They shall contain the dis-
21 tinguishing number or mark assigned to the licensee,
22 his name, place of residence and address, a brief de-
23 scription of him for purposes of identification, and
24 such other information as the registrar shall deem
25 necessary. A person to whom a license to operate
26 motor vehicles has been issued, unless such license
27 contains a special limitation or restriction, may oper-
28 ate any registered motor vehicle. Special licenses
29 shall be issued to operators of motor-propelled fire
30 apparatus who are members of a municipal fire de-
31 partment. Every person licensed to operate motor
32 vehicles as aforesaid shall endorse his usual signature
33 on the margin of the license, in the space provided
34 for the purpose, immediately upon the receipt of said
35 license, and such license shall not be valid until so
36 endorsed. All licenses issued to operators shall be
37 valid for one year only from the date of issue. Every
38 application for an original license filed under this
39 section shall be sworn to by the applicant before a
40 justice of the peace or notary public.


