
HOUSE No. 1483

By Mr. Lunney of Holyoke, petition of James L. lighe and others 
(members of the Municipal Gas and Electric Commission of the City 
of Holyoke) for legislation to provide for the removal of members of 
said commission and relative to judicial review of such removals. 
Power and Light.

€f)t Commontoealtf) of aiassacfjusctts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

A n  A c t  p r o v id in g  f o r  t h e  r e m o v a l , f o r  c a u s e  a n d

AFTER HEARING, OF A MEMBER OF THE MUNICIPAL GAS 

& ELECTRIC COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF HOLYOKE AND 

A JUDICIAL REVIEW OF REMOVAL PROCEEDINGS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 S e c t io n  1. Chapter one hundred and seventy-
2 three of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-two
3 is hereby amended by inserting after section two the
4 following: -
5 Section 2A. A member of said commission, during
6 his term of office, may be removed by the mayor and
7 a majority' of members of the board of aldermen, for
8 malfeasance or misfeasance, after a hearing by the
9 board of aldermen. The mayor shall, in writing, state

10 the causes for removal which shall be filed with the
11 city clerk and a copy thereof shall be served upon the
12 person to be removed, either personally or by leaving
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the same at his last or usual place of residence. The 
said statement of removal shall be presented for 
approval to the board of aldermen as provided herein 
at any meeting of said board held at least three days 
after the service of such notice at which meeting the 
mayor shall appear, with witnesses, if any, to support 
the charges made and the member shall be entitled 
to appear, with counsel, to contest the said removal 
and to be heard, with any witnesses, in his behalf.

The member shall be notified in writing of the 
action of the board of aldermen, and within thirty 
days after said notification may bring a petition 
addressed to any justice of the superior court praying 
that the action of the mayor and aldermen may be 
reviewed by the court, and after such notice as the 
court deems necessary, the court shall review such 
action, hear the witnesses, and shall affirm the de
cision unless it shall appear that it was made without 
adequate or proper cause as provided herein or in 
bad faith, in which case the action shall be reversed 
and the petitioner be reinstated.

S e c t io n  2. This act shall take effect upon its ac
ceptance by the board of aldermen of the city of 
Holyoke; provided, that such acceptance occurs 
within one year after its passage. So much of this 
act as authorizes its acceptance by said board of 
aldermen shall take effect upon its passage.


