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By Mr. Riordan of Springfield, petition of the City Fire Fighter’s 
Union and John J. Riordan for further regulation of the hours of duty 
of permanent members of fire departments in certain cities and towns. 
Public Service.

C|je Commontoealtb of ^assacîjusettst

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

A n  A ct  f u r t h e r  r e g u l a t in g  t h e  h o u r s  o f  d u t y  of

PERMANENT MEMBERS OF FIRE DEPARTMENTS IN CER

TAIN CITIES AND TOWNS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by, the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Chapter forty-eight of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section fifty-eight A, in-
3 serted by chapter six hundred and thirty-eight of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and forty-one, the following
5 new section: —
6 Section 58B. The hours of duty of the permanent
7 members of the uniformed fire fighting force in every
8 city and town in which this section is accepted as
9 hereinafter provided shall be so established by the

10 fire commissioner, board of fire commissioners, chief
11 engineer, board of engineers, or other officers having
12 charge of fire fighting that the average weekly hours
13 of duty in any year, other than hours during which
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14 such members may be summoned and kept on duty
15 because of conflagrations, shall not exceed forty-eight
16 in number. Sections fifty-six, fifty-seven, fiftv-
17 eight A and fifty-nine shall not apply to the perma-
18 nent members of the uniformed fire fighting force in
19 any such city or town.
20 Upon petition of not less than ten per cent of the
21 registered voters in any city or town, duly certified
22 by the registrars of voters and filed with the state
23 secretary not less than thirty days before any state
24 election, the state secretary shall cause to be printed
25 upon the official ballot to be used in such city or town
26 at such state election the following question: “ Shall
27 section fifty-nine B of chapter forty-eight of the Gen-
28 eral Laws, providing for a forty-eight hour week for
29 permanent members of fire departments, be ac-
30 cepted?”  If a majority of the votes cast on the said
31 question in any city or town are in the affirmative,
32 this section shall take effect in such city or town
33 ninety days thereafter.


