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MEMORANDUM OF COMMISSIONER OF COR
PORATIONS AND TAXATION PURSUANT 
TO GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 3, SEC
TION 7, AS AMENDED, WITH RESPECT 
TO PETITION OF HERBERT O. LEWIS 
AND OTHERS FOR LEGISLATION TO CON
SOLIDATE THE FIRST UNIVERSALIST SO
CIETY IN LOWELL AND THE GRACE 
UNIVERSALIST PARISH OF LOWELL.

January 22, 1945.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The above-named petition was transmitted to me by 
the Clerk of the House January 8, 1945. Pursuant to 
notification by me an amendment of the petition was 
filed to indicate -why the object sought cannot be accom
plished under the General Laws. In my opinion a spe
cial act is required for the accomplishment of the object 
sought, if the Legislature shall deem it desirable to enact 
such legislation.

This Department has no record of the incorporation 
of either Grace Universalist Parish of Lowell or First 
Universalist Society in Lowell. In the case of religious 
societies the absence of this record does not necessarily 
mean that the societies were not incorporated, as prior 
•to Acts of 1887, chapter 404, the organization of churches 
and religious societies was by registration with the town 
clerk or by special act of the Legislature. Acts of 1888,
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chapter 75 indicates that a religious society known as 
Second Universalist Society in Lowell was incorporated 
September 26, 1870, and the act changed the name to 
The Shattuck Street Universalist Society in Lowell. 
This name was in turn changed to Grace Universalist 
Society by chapter 68 of the Acts of 1895, and the pres
ent title of Grace Universalist Parish was assumed June 9, 
1919. The existence of this religious society as a corpora
tion is further confirmed by the compilation of Religious 
Societies in the Tenth Report on the Custody and Con
dition of the Public Records of Parishes, Towns and 
Counties by Robert T. Swan, Commissioner of Public 
Records, (P. D. 52, 1898). This publication also indi
cates the existence in Lowell of “ First Universalist 
Church,”  but no reference is made to any corporation 
known as “ First Universalist Society” in that city.

In view of the provisions of the bill relating to trusts, 
it is suggested that it will be desirable to provide that 
the authority granted by the act is limited to such au
thority as the General Court may constitutionally grant, 
without prejudice to any proceeding that may be insti
tuted in any court of competent jurisdiction to effect the 
purposes of the act. It is further suggested that a limi
tation be placed upon the time within which the act 
may be accepted, and that provision be made requiring 
acceptance to be certified to the Secretary of State.

No fee is required by General Laws, chapter 3, sec
tion 7 in this case.

Respectfully yours,

HENRY F. LONG,
Commissioner o f Corporations and Taxation.
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By Mr. Walsh of Lowell, petition of Herbert 0 . Lewis and others 
for legislation to consolidate the First Universalist Society in Lowell 
and the Grace Universalist Parish of Lowell. Mercantile Affairs.

Clje Commontoealtj) of 9ias$aci)U0etts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

A n  A ct con so lid atin g  th e  fir st  u n iv e r sa l is t  so ciety

IN LOWELL AND THE GRACE UNIVERSALIST PARISH OF 
LOWELL.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Sectio n  1. The First Universalist Society in Low-
2 ell and the Grace Universalist Parish of Lowell, cor-
3 porations established under the laws of the common-
4 wealth, are hereby authorized to consolidate into one
5 corporation, with all the privileges, powers and im-
6 munities to which other religious societies in this
7 commonwealth are by law entitled, under the name
8 of First-Grace Universalist Parish in Lowell, which
9 shall in all respects be a continuation of, and the 

10 lawful successor to, said existing corporations.

1 Sectio n  2. Upon such consolidation, all bequests,
2 devises, conveyances and gifts heretofore or hereafter
3 made to either of said existing corporations, however
4 described, and all the powers and privileges thereof
5 shall vest in said consolidated corporation and all
6 trusts now or hereafter vested in either of said exist-
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7 ing corporations shall be preserved inviolate, and all
8 provisions relating thereto shall have full force and
9 effect in said consolidated corporation.

1 Sec tio n  3. Upon such consolidation, the treasur-
2 ers of said existing corporations are hereby respec-
3 tively authorized to execute and deliver all papers
4 and documents that may be deemed necessary or
5 proper for the purpose of vesting in the consolidated
6 corporation the property belonging respective^ to the
7 existing corporations.

1 Sectio n  4. Upon the acceptance of this act by
2 each of the existing corporations at a meeting duly
3 called for the purpose, duly certified copies of the
4 respective votes of acceptance shall be filed in the
5 registry of deeds for the northern district of Middle-
6 sex county and the consolidation of said corporations
7 shall thereupon be complete.

1 Sec tio n  5. For the purpose of its acceptance this
2 act shall take effect upon its passage.


