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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

A n A ct r e l a t iv e  to th e  m a k in g  of charg es for aid

IN THE SERVICE OF A MITTIMUS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section forty-seven of chapter two hundred and
2 sixty-two of the General Laws, as appearing in the
3 Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by striking
4 out, in the twelfth and thirteenth lines, the words
5 “ No allowance shall be made for aid in the service
6 of a mittimus, unless first authorized in writing by
7 the court which issues i t ” and inserting in place
8 thereof the following: -— A fair and reasonable charge
9 shall be allowed for aid in the service of a mittimus, —

10 so as to read as follows: —  Section Jfl. No fees shall
11 be allowed upon the return of an officer upon a pre-
12 cept in a criminal case, in which expenses are charged,
13 unless every item of expense incurred and the name
14 of the person to whom each amount was paid is set
15 forth under oath in the return; and no item of ex-
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16 pense which may be considered unreasonable shall be
17 allowed by the court or trial justice without satis-
18 factory proof that the expense was necessarily in-
19 curred and the amount reasonable. But the superior
20 court, with the written approval of the district attor-
21 ney, or a district court or a trial justice, may, upon
22 the petition of an officer named in sections fifty and
23 fifty-one, allow extra compensation for any merito-
24 rious service for which the fees allowed by law are
25 manifestly inadequate. A fair and reasonable charge
26 shall be allowed for aid in the service of a mittimus.
27 Justices, clerks and assistant clerks of courts shall
28 administer the oath to officers upon their returns, at
29 their request; and no fee shall be allowed to an officer
30 for such oath, and no justice of the peace shall be
31 entitled to a fee for administering such oath.


