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Mrs. Cutler of Needham presented a petition of William E. Nolen 
and Leslie B. Cutler for adoption of resolutions requesting Congress 
to propose an amendment to the federal constitution relative to the 
making of treaties. Constitutional Law.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

R e s o l u t io n s  r e q u e s t in g  t h e  c o n g r e s s  o f  t h e  u n it e d

STATES TO PROPOSE AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITU

TION OF THE UNITED STATES RELATIVE TO THE MAKING 

OF TREATIES.

1 Whereas, Under section two of Article II of the
2 Constitution of the United States, the President has
3 power, by and with the advice and consent of the
4 Senate, to make treaties, provided two thirds of the
5 senators concur; and
6 Whereas, It is the opinion of the General Court of
7 Massachusetts that existing requirements in said
8 constitution for making treaties are undemocratic,
9 archaic and obstructive to the carrying out of foreign

10 policies and, in so far as they relate to making peace
11 treaties, are illogical, particularly in view of the fact
12 that war is declared by a majority vote of both houses
13 of Congress; and
14 Whereas, Said General Court is of the opinion
15 that in order to keep faith with the armed forces of
16 the United States participating in the present war
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17 and to safeguard the interests of all the people of
18 the United States that an amendment to said Con-
19 stitution relative to the making of treaties should be
20 adopted; now, therefore be it
21 Resolved, By the General Court of Massachusetts,
22 that the Congress of the United States be, and it
23 hereby is, requested to propose an amendment to
24 the Constitution of the United States substantially
25 to the following effect:

“ A rticle . . . The President shall have power, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Congress, to make treaties, provided 
a majority of the members present in each house concur.”

26 ; and be it further
27 Resolved, That the Congress of the United States
28 be, and it hereby is, requested to provide as the mode
29 of ratification that said amendment shall be valid to
30 all intents and purposes, as part of the constitution
31 of the United States, when ratified by the legislatures
32 of three fourths of the several states; and be it
33 further
34 Resolved, That copies of these Resolutions be sent
35 forthwith by the Secretary of the Commonwealth to
36 the presiding officer of each branch of Congress and
37 to the members thereof from this commonwealth.


