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Cile Commontoealti) of sgassacinisettg

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , March 6 , 1945.

The committee on Counties, to whom was recommitted 
the Bill making certain changes in the laws relative to 
county taxes and county borrowings for emergency pur
poses (House, No. 713) and to whom was referred the 
communication from the Counsel to the Senate and the 
Counsel to the House of Representatives submitting 
(under authority of Section 53 of Chapter 3 of the General 
Laws, as amended by Section 1 of Chapter 376 of the 
Acts of 1939) changes in the laws relative to county 
finance which have become necessary or advisable by 
reason of the amendment to the Constitution providing 
for annual sessions of the General Court and for an annual 
budget (House, No. 1332), report the accompanying 
bill (House, No. 1648).

For the committee,

J. EVERETT COLLINS.
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Cf)t Commontoealti) of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

An A ct m a k i n g  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  l a w s  r e l a t i v e  to

COUNTY FINANCE W HICH HAVE BECOME NECESSARY 

OR ADVISABLE B Y  REASON  OF THE AMENDMENT TO THE 

CONSTITUTION PROVIDING FOR AN N U AL SESSIONS OF 

THE GEN ERAL COURT AND FOR AN  AN N U AL BUDGET.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 S e c t i o n  1. Chapter thirty-five of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out section
3 twenty-eight, as most recently amended by section
4 one of chapter five hundred and one of the acts of
5 nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, and inserting in
6 place thereof the following: —
7 Section 28. The county commissioners shall an-
8 nually prepare estimates of county receipts and
9 expenditures for the ensuing year, in the form pre-

10 scribed by the director of accounts and upon blanks
11 by him furnished, including estimates for construc-
12 tion and repair of county buildings and for effecting
13 insurance providing indemnity for or protection to
14 the officers and employees of the county against
15 loss by reason of their liability to pay damages to
16 others for bodily injuries, including death at any
17 time resulting therefrom, or for damage to property,
18 caused by the operation, within the scope of their
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19 official duties or employment, of motor or other
20 vehicles owned by the county, to an amount not
21 exceeding five thousand dollars on account of injury
22 to or death of one person, and not exceeding one
23 thousand dollars on account of damage to property,
24 or for providing indemnity or protection as aforesaid
25 without insurance, with a statement of the corre-
26 sponding appropriations for the preceding year, and
27 expenditures for each of the three preceding years,
28 explaining any difference between the amount of
29 any such estimate and the latest appropriation for
30 the same purpose, and citing the laws relating thereto.
31 The clerk of the commissioners shall record the fore-
32 going in a book kept therefor, and, on or before
33 January twentieth, shall send a copy thereof, by him
34 attested and signed by the chairman, to the said
35 director, who shall analyze and classify said esti-
36 mates, and report the same to the general court not
37 later than February tenth. The director shall upon
38 their request send a copy of said report to the mayor
39 of each city and the selectmen of each town in the
40 commonwealth.

1 S e c t i o n  2. Section twenty-nine of said chapter
2 thirty-five, as amended by section two of said chapter
3 five hundred and one, is hereby further amended
4 by striking out, in the second line, the words “ in
5 each year” , — by striking out, in the third and
6 fourth lines, the words “ for such year” , — and by
7 striking out, in the eighth line, the words “ for the
8 preceding year” , — so as to read as follows: — Sec-
9 tion 29. The expenditure of money by the several

10 counties shall be in accordance with the appropria-
11 tions of the general court, which shall specify as
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12 separate appropriations the several items of expendi-
13 ture, as prescribed by the director of accounts. At
14 the closing of the county treasurer’s books on January
15 tenth, the balance to the credit of each appropria-
16 tion shall become a part of the general unappropriated
17 balance in the county treasury; but no special ap-
18 propriation shall lapse until the work for which it
19 was made has been completed, the bills paid and the
20 account closed.

1 S e c t i o n  3. Said chapter thirty-five is hereby
2 further amended by striking out section thirty, as
3 most recently amended by chapter thirty-nine of
4 the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-three, and
5 inserting in place thereof the following: —
6 Section 30. The amount which the county com-
7 missioners of each county, except Suffolk and Nan-
8 tucket, shall levy as the county tax shall be as au-
9 thorized annually by the general court, and as com-

10 puted by adding together the amounts of the annual
11 appropriation and of any new special appropriation,
12 so far as the money therefor is to be raised by taxa-
13 tion, and deducting therefrom so much of the prob-
14 able receipts from all sources, except loans, and of
15 the unappropriated balance in the county treasury
16 at the closing of the treasurer’s books for the previous
17 year as is in excess of ten per cent of the tax levy for
18 said year. The commissioners shall also levy annu-
19 ally as a county tax a sum sufficient to meet the
20 debt and interest maturing in that year, if no other
21 provision therefor has been made.

1 S e c t i o n  4. Section thirty-four of said chapter
2 thirty-five, as most recently amended by section
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3 four of chapter five hundred and one of the acts
4 of nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, is hereby further
5 amended by striking out, in the second line, the
6 word “ odd-numbered” , — so as to read as follows: —
7 Section 34- On and after January first in each
8 year and before the regular appropriations have
9 been made by the general court, the county com-

10 mi^sioners and other officers authorized to incur lia-
11 bilities payable by the county may incur liability
12 for general maintenance and operation of regular
13 county activities at a rate of expenditure which does
14 not exceed in any month the sum spent for a similar
15 purpose in any one month in the preceding year;
16 provided, that said commissioners or officers may
17 expend in any one month for any office or board
18 created by law an amount not exceeding one twelfth
19 of the estimated cost for said year for said office or
20 board. Payments therefor may be made from any
21 available funds in the county treasury, to be charged
22 to the regular appropriation when made. No new
23 or unusual expense shall be incurred, or permanent
24 contract made, or salary increased, until an appropria-
25 tion sufficient therefor has been made by the general
26 court.

1 S e c t i o n  5. Section thirty-six A of said chapter
2 thirty-five, as most recently amended by chapter
3 eighty of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-
4 three, is hereby further amended by inserting after
5 the word “ b y ” in the third line the words: — the
6 majority of the members of, — so that the first sen-
7 tence will read as follows: — For the purpose of pro-
8 viding funds for any county for any emergency pur-
9 pose approved by the majority of the members of a
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10 board composed of the attorney general, the state
11 treasurer and the director of accounts, hereinafter
12 referred to as said board, such county may borrow
13 money in such amount and for such period not ex-
14 ceeding two years as may be determined by said
15 board, and may issue a note or notes therefor, signed
16 by the county treasurer and countersigned by a ma-
17 jority of the county commissioners, which may be
18 sold at such interest or discount as the county com-
19 missioners deem proper, any discount to be treated
20 as interest paid in advance.

1 S e c t i o n  6 . Section twenty-eight o f  chaptei
2 seventy-four of the General Laws, as amended by
3 section six of chapter five hundred and one of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, is hereby
5 further amended by striking out, in the first and
6 second lines, the words “ in each even-numbered
7 year” , — and also by striking out, in the sixth line,
8 the words “ each of the next two ensuing years’ and
9 inserting in place thereof the words: the ensuing

10 year, — so as to read as follows: — Section 28. On
11 or before December fifteenth the trustees of the
12 schools mentioned in section twenty-five shall, in
13 consultation with and with the approval of the com-
14 missioner, prepare estimates of the amounts necessary
15 to equip and maintain their respective schools for
16 the ensuing year. The amounts of such estimates
17 shall be included by the respective county commis-
18 sioners in the estimates required by section twenty-
19 eight of chapter thirty-five.

1 S e c t i o n  7. Section twenty-eight A of chapter
2 thirty-five of the General Laws, inserted by section
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3 two of chapter four hundred and fourteen of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and forty-three, is hereby
5 amended by striking out, in the fourth and fifth
6 lines, the words “ in each even numbered year” and
7 inserting in place thereof the word: — annually,—
8 by striking out, in the sixth and seventh lines, the
9 words “ each of the two ensuing years” and inserting

10 in place thereof the words: — the ensuing year,—
11 and by striking out, in the tenth and eleventh lines,
12 the words “ in the following year,” — so as to read
13 as follows: Section 28A. The county commission-
14 ers of each county having a tuberculosis hospital
15 established under sections seventy-eight to ninety,
16 inclusive, of chapter one hundred and eleven shall,
17 annually, prepare estimates of receipts of said hospital
18 and of the cost of its care, maintenance and repair
19 for the ensuing year in the form prescribed by the
20 director of accounts and upon blanks furnished by
21 him. The clerk of the commissioners shall record
22 the foregoing in a book kept therefor and, on or be-
23 fore February fifteenth, shall send a copy thereof,
24 attested by him and signed by the chairman, to said
25 director, who shall analyze and classify said estimates
26 and report the same to the general court not later
27 than March first next following. The director, upon
28 request of the mayor or selectmen of any city or town
29 in the tuberculosis hospital district of any such
30 county, shall send to him or them so much of said
31 report as relates to such district.




