
HOUSE .... No. 1808

House of Representatives, April 18, 1945

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was re-
ferred the communication from the Counsel to the Senate
and the Counsel to the House of Representatives submit-
ting (under authority of Section 53 of Chapter 3 of the
General Laws, as amended by Section 1 of Chapter 376
of the Acts of 1939) changes in the laws relative to annual
reports of state officers and departments which have be-
come necessary or advisable by reason of the Amendment
to the Constitution providing for annual sessions of the
General Court and for an annual budget (House, No.
1331), report the accompanying bill (House, No. 1808).

For the committee,

JOSEPH A. SYLVIA.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

An Act making changes in the laws relative to an-
nual REPORTS OF STATE OFFICERS AND DEPARTMENTS

WHICH HAVE BECOME NECESSARY OR ADVISABLE BY

REASON OF THE AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION

PROVIDING FOR ANNUAL SESSIONS OF THE GENERAL

COURT AND FOR AN ANNUAL BUDGET AND FOR CERTAIN

OTHER CORRECTIVE CHANGES IN SUCH LAWS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter seven of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out section thirty-
-3 three, as amended by section one of chapter four
4 hundred and ninety-nine of the acts of nineteen hun-
-5 dred and thirty-nine, and inserting in place thereof
6 the following:
7 Section S3. The commission shall, annually on or

8 before the second Wednesday in January, submit to
9 the general court a printed abstract of its annual

10 report, exhibiting a full and accurate statement of
11 the financial condition and transactions of the com-
-12 monwealth for the preceding fiscal year; and as soon

13 as may be after said second Wednesday in January

14 it shall deposit its annual report with the state
15 secretary.
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1 Section 2. Section eleven of chapter ten of the
2 General Laws, as amended by section two of said
3 chapter four hundred and ninety-nine, is hereby
4 further amended by striking out, in the first and
5 second lines, the words “in each odd-numbered
6 year” and inserting in place thereof the word:
7 annually, and also by striking out, in the third
8 and fourth lines, the words “and in each even-
-9 numbered year on or before October first thereof”,
10 so as to read as follows: Section 11. He shall
11 annually as soon after the prorogation of the general
12 court as is practicable, publish a statement showing
13 the assessments for interest, sinking fund and main-
-14 tenance requirements due from towns in the metropoli-
-15 tan sewerage systems, north and south, metropolitan
16 parks and water districts; a statement showing the
17 several classes of debts incurred for metropolitan
18 district purposes, and the share of the towns in the
19 several districts as measured by the basis used in
20 computing the assessments mentioned in the first
21 statement; and such other statements, if any, as he
22 may deem advisable. The expense of printing shall
23 be apportioned and paid in equal parts from the
24 maintenance funds of the sewerage systems north
25 and south, the parks system and water system.

1 Section 3. Section eleven of chapter twelve of
2 the General Laws, as amended by section three of
3 said chapter four hundred and ninety-nine, is hereby
4 further amended by inserting after the word “to” in
5 the fourth line the words: the amendment and, -

6 and also by striking out, in the fifth, sixth and seventh
7 lines, the words “and in his report for a fiscal year
8 ending in an even-numbered year shall include recom-
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9 mendations for amendments thereof”, —so as to
10 read as follows: Section 11. He shall make an
11 annual report showing the number of cases tried,
12 argued or conducted by him during the preceding
13 fiscal year, with suggestions and recommendations
14 as to the amendment and the proper and economical
15 administration of the laws. He shall include in his
16 annual report a statement of his acts under section
17 nine, with suggestions and recommendations relative
18 thereto. He may, with the approval of the governor
19 and council, prepare and publish such reports of
20 capital trials as he deems expedient for public use.
21 One copy shall be sent to each public and taw library
22 in the commonwealth, and the balance may be sold,
23 or otherwise disposed of, at the discretion of the state
24 secretary.

1 Section 4. Chapter thirty of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out section thirty-two,
3 as amended by section four of said chapter four
4 hundred and ninety-nine, and inserting in place
5 thereof the following;
6 Section 32. On or before the second Wednesday
7 in January following the termination of each fiscal
8 year except where some other time is provided, every
9 state officer or department or head thereof required

10 by law to make an annual report shall deposit such
11 report with the state secretary, who shall on or before
12 the third Wednesday in said January except where
13 some other time is provided, transmit the same to
14 the general court. Such an annual report shall,
15 except as otherwise expressly provided, cover such
16 fiscal year, and, except for facts or information
17 specifically required by law, shall be a brief summary
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18 of such fiscal year's work, together with recommenda-
-19 tions for the succeeding fiscal year. Such an annual
20 report of any elected state officer for the fiscal year
21 preceding the termination of his service as such may
22 also include a like report for the period between the
23 end of such fiscal year and the termination of his
24 sendee aforesaid.

1 Section 5. Section thirty-two Aof said chapter
2 thirty, inserted by section four A of said chapter
3 four hundred and ninety-nine, is hereby repealed.

1 Section 6. Said chapter thirty is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section thirty-three, as
3 amended by section five of said chapter four hundred
4 and ninety-nine, and inserting in place * thereof the
5 following:
6 Section 33. Any state officer or department or
7 head thereof making an annual report may include
8 therein recommendations for legislative action, other
9 than requests for appropriations or any matters re-

-10 quired to be covered by budget estimates submitted
11 to the budget commissioner under section three or four
12 of chapter twenty-nine. Such recommendations shall
13 be deposited with the state secretary on or before the
14 first Wednesday in December next after the end of
15 the fiscal year covered by the annual report and shall
16 be transmitted by him to the general court forthwith.
17 They shall be accompanied by drafts of bills em-
-18 bodying the legislation recommended, and such
19 drafts of bills shall, seasonably before being deposited
20 with the state secretary, be submitted to the counsel
21 to the senate or counsel to the house of representa-
-22 tives for advice and assistance as to the form thereof.
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1 Section 7. Section thirty-three Aof said chapter
2 thirty, as amended by section six of said chapter four
3 hundred and ninety-nine, is hereby further amended
4 by striking out, in the seventh and eighth lines, the

.5 words “made for a fiscal year ending in an even-
-6 numbered year”, so as to read as follows: Sec-
-7 tion 33A. If, in the opinion of a state officer or
8 department required to submit annual reports, the
9 necessity of enacting special bills in relation to any

10 particular subject of legislation may, without detri-
ll ment to the public interest, be avoided in whole or
12 in part by the enactment of general legislation, such
13 officer or department shall submit from time to time
14 in any such report recommendations for such changes
15 in or additions to the General Laws as will accomplish
16 said purpose.

1 Section 8. Section sixteen of chapter thirty-two
2 of the General Laws, as amended by section fifteen
3 of chapter five hundred and eight of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, is hereby further
5 amended by striking out paragraph (2) and inserting
6 in place thereof the following:
7 (2) The board shall make an annual report, which
8 shall include a statement of the amount expended
9 previous to the preceding first day of July by towns

10 in the payment of pensions under the preceding para-
-11 graph, for which such towns have not received and
12 should receive reimbursement. On the basis of such
13 a statement, the general court may make an appro-

-14 priation for the reimbursement of such towns up to

15 such first day of July.

1 Section 9. Chapter ninety-two of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out section one
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3 hundred, as amended by section seven of chapter
4 four hundred and ninety-nine of the acts of nineteen
5 hundred and thirty-nine, and inserting in place thereof
6 the following;
7 Section 100. The commission shall keep full,
8 accurate and separate accounts of its receipts, ex-
-9 penditures, disbursements, assets and liabilities, and

10 shall, on or before the third Wednesday in January
11 in each year, report to the general court an abstract
12 of the same for the preceding fiscal year, together
13 with all recommendations for legislation which it
14 deems desirable, and shall, as soon as may be, present
15 a more detailed statement of its doings for said fiscal
16 year, the same to be printed as its annual report for
17 the year. Section thirty-three of chapter thirty shall
18 apply to such recommendations whether the same
19 are contained in such abstract or in such detailed
20 statement.

1 Section 10. Chapter one hundred and eleven of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
3 section twenty-four, as most recently amended by
4 chapter two hundred and thirty-four of the acts of
5 nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, and inserting in
6 place thereof the following:
7 Section 2 J. The said department may publish for
8 general distribution such parts of its annual report
9 to the general court and such other matter as it may

10 deem adapted to promote the interests of the public
11 health in the commonwealth. The department shall
12 publish every five years for distribution among boards
13 of health and other health-agencies a manual of the
14 laws relating to boards of health in the common-

-15 wealth, containing such information upon the same
16 subject as it may deem expedient. The cost of any
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17 publication referred to in this section shall be paid
18 out of the appropriation for the general expenses of
19 the department.

1 Section 11. Chapter one hundred and sixty-
-2 seven of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out section nine, as amended by section
4 eight of said chapter four hundred and ninety-nine,
5 and inserting in place thereof the following:
6 Section 9. Annually, on or before the third Wednes-
-7 day in January, the commissioner shall communicate
8 to the general court an abstract of his report and such
9 suggestions as he considers expedient relative to

10 the general conduct and condition of banks and, on
11 or before March, fifteenth following, he shall make
12 an annual report to the general court containing a
13 statement of the condition of every bank, including
14 banks in the hands of the commissioner, together
15 with such other information relative to the affairs
16 of the said banks, as, in his opinion, the public interest
17 may require.


