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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, June 11, 1945.

The committee on Military Affairs and Public Safety,
to whom was referred the report of the special commis-
sion established (under chapter 67 of the Resolves of
1943) to investigate the laws pertaining to the safety of
persons in certain places of assembly (Senate, No. 520),
report (in part) the accompanying bill (House, No. 2047).

For the committee,

GEORGE E. RAWSON.
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AN ACT FURTHER DEFINING, AND ADDING DEFINITIONS

OF, CERTAIN TERMS AS USED IN THE LAWS RELATING

TO SAFETY OF PERSONS IN BUILDINGS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section one of chapter one hundred and forty-three
2 of the General Laws, as amended, is hereby fuither
3 amended by striking out the paragraph defining
4 “Alteration” in the fourth line, as appearing in the
5 Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof
6 the following paragraph:—- “Alteration”, changé in
7 or addition to a building which reduces the means of
8 exit or fire resistance or changes its structural support»
9 use or occupancy, —by adding after the paragraph

10 defining “Alteration” the following two paragraphs :-

11 “Building”, a combination of any materials, whether
12 portable or fixed, having a roof, to form a structure
13 for the shelter of persons, animals or property. For
14 the purpose of this definition “roof” shall include
15 an awning or any similar covering, whether or not
16 permanent in nature. The word “building” shall
17 be construed where the context requires as though
18 followed by the words “or part or parts thereof”.
19 “Commissioner”, the commissioner of public safety,
20 —by striking out the paragraph defining “Inspec-
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21 tor” in the sixth line and inserting in place thereof
22 the following paragraph: “Inspector”, an inspector
23 of‘ the division of inspection of the department;
24 provided, that in the sections referred to in section
25 thirty-three “inspector” shall mean an inspector of
26 buildings of a city, town or district referred to in
27 section three if the provisions of said section thirty-
-28 three relative thereto so indicate; and provided,
29 further, that sections sixty-three to sixty-six,
30 inclusive, “inspector” shall include a building inspec-
-3l tor of a city or town or an inspector of a district
32 referred to in section three, —by striking out the
33 paragraph defining “Place of assembly”, inserted
34 therein by section one of chapter five hundred and
35 forty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-
-36 three, a.nd inserting in place thereof the following
37 paragraph:— “Place of assembly”, any building
38 designed, constructed, reconstructed, remodeled,
39 altered, used, or intended to be used, for fifty or more
40 persons to assemble therein for any of the following: ——

41 Dance halls; cabarets; restaurants, including the
42 type of restaurant commonly known as a night club;
43 all places in which alcoholic beverages are sold or for
44 sale to be consumed on the premises; any room or
45 space used for public or private banquets, feasts:
46 dances, socials, card parties, or weddings or religious
47 services except in the case of funerals in private
48 homes; lodge and meeting halls or rooms; skating
49 rinks; gymnasiums; swimming pools, billiard, pool,
50 bowling and table tennis rooms; halls or rooms used
51 for public or private catering purposes; funeral
52 parlors; recreation rooms, broadcasting studios;
53 school and college auditoriums; and all other places
54 of similar occupancy. Nothing in this paragraph
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55 shall apply to a single family or two-family dwelling,
56 or to a place of incarceration or detention, a convent,
57 a monastery, a church, a synagogue, a theatre, a.
58 special hall, a public hall or a schoolhouse, ——by
59 striking out the paragraph defining “Public build-
-60 ing”, in the fifteenth line, as appearing in the Ter-
-61 centenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof the
62 following: “Public building”, any building or part.
63 thereof used as a public or private institution, school-
-64 house, church, theatre, special hall, public hall or
65 miscellaneous hall, and by inserting after the para?
66 graph defining “Story” in the thirtieth line, as appear-
-67 mg in the Tercentenary Edition, the following para-
-68 graph:—— “Structure”, a combination of materials
69 assembled at a fixed location to give support or shelter,
70 such as a building, framework, retaining wall, tent,
71 reviewing stand, platform, bin, fence, sign,
72 mast for radio antenna or the like. The word “struc-
-73 ture” shall be construed, where the context allows,
74 as though followed by the words “or part or parts
75 thereof.”


