
CJjc Commontoealtfc of ^aosac&usetts

H ouse of R epresentatives , July 10, 1945.

The joint committee on Ways and Means and the 
committee on Taxation, sitting jointly, to whom was 
referred the Bill providing for a token payment in appre
ciation of services rendered by men and women of Massa
chusetts who served in the armed forces of the United 
States during World War II (House, No. 1882), report 
the the same ought to pass in the form of a new draft 
herewith submitted (House, No. 2131).

For the committee,

CHARLES GIBBONS.

Senators P eckham  and H ale y , and Representatives 
Law  of Holyoke, D oyle of Worcester, P atrick  G ilbert 
Sullivan of Boston, P owers of Boston and D ooley of 
Taunton of the joint committee on Ways and Means, 
and Senator R ow e , and Representative H utchinson of 
Boston of the committee on Taxation, dissenting.



Cfie Commontoealtft of ^assacfmsett*

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

An A ct providing  suitable recognition o r  those

RESIDENTS OF MASSACHUSETTS WHO SHALL HAVE SERVED 

IN  THE ARM ED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES DURING 

THE EXISTIN G  W A R .

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to provide prompt
3 recognition of Massachusetts residents upon their
4 honorable discharge or release from duty in the armed
5 forces of the United States during the existing war,
6 therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency
7 law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the
8 public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Upon application, as hereinafter pro-
2 vided, there shall be allowed and paid out of the
3 treasury of the commonwealth to each person who
4 shall have served in the armed forces of the United
5 States on or after September sixteenth, nineteen hun-
6 dred and forty and prior to the termination of the
7 present war, as declared by presidential proclama-
8 tion or concurrent resolution of the congress, and ■
9 shall have received a discharge or release, other than 

10 a dishonorable one, from such service, the sum of



11 one hundred dollars; provided, that every person
12 on account of whose service the application is filed
13 shall have been a resident of the commonwealth for
14 a period of not less than six months immediately
15 prior to the time of his entry into service and his
16 enlistment, induction or commission in said armed
17 forces was credited to the quota of Massachusetts
18 under the federal selective service act.

1 Section 2. The words “ armed forces” , as used
2 in this act, shall mean the following: —  United States
3 Army, Army of the United States, United States
4 Navy, United States Naval Reserve, United States
5 Marine Corps, United States Marine Corps Reserve,
6 United States Coast Guard, Women’s Army Corps,
7 Women’s Auxiliary —  Navy, Women’s Auxiliary -
8 United States Marine Corps, Women’s Auxiliary -
9 United States Coast Guard, Army Nurse Corps and 

10 Navy Nurse Corps.

1 Section 3. In the case of the decease of any 
.2 person who would if alive be entitled to the benefits
3 of this act, the sum named therein shall be paid to
4 his dependents, if any, and otherwise to his heirs-at-
5 law; provided, that if there is more than one de-
6 pendent or heir-at-law, payments shall in either case
7 be made in such proportions as the state treasurer
8 shall determine, and in determining the order of pre-
9 cedence so far as practicable the following order shall

10 be observed: wife and children, mother or father,
11 brother or sister, other dependents; provided, how-
12 ever, that no right or payment under this act shall be
13 subject to the claims of creditors, capable of assign-
14 ment, regarded as assets, legal or equitable, of the



15 estate of the deceased or made the basis for ad-
16 ministration thereof.

1 Section 4. Applications hereunder shall be filed
2 with the state treasurer, upon forms to be furnished
3 by him. The state treasurer may accept the written
4 statement of an assessor of a city or town that a per-
5 son claiming pay or on whose account pay is claimed
6 by a dependent or heir-at-law, under the provisions
7 of this act, was a resident thereof on the first day of
8 January, in any year, as prima facie evidence of the
9 fact of such residence, and he may accept such other

10 evidence of residence as he may consider adequate.
11 The assessors of the several cities and towns shall,
12 at the request of the state treasurer, forthwith furnish
13 such information relative to such residence as their
14 records may disclose.

1 Section 5. No person shall be eligible for any
2 benefit accruing under this act who (1) shall have,
3 at any time during the period of the existing war,
4 sought to avoid service because of conscientious ob-
5 jection thereto, or because of alienage, or (2) who
6 shall have been at any time guilty of any fraud or
7 wilful violation or evasion of the federal selective
8 service act or of the rules and regulations of the
9 war department in force thereunder.

1 Section 6. The adjutant general shall certify to
2 the state treasurer the dates of service and any other
3 military information necessary to carry out the pro-
4 visions of this act.

1 Section 7. Whoever knowingly makes a false
2 statement, oral or written, relating to a material fact



3 in supporting a claim under the provisions of this
4 act, shall be punished by a fine of not more than one
5 thousand dollars, or by imprisonment for not more
6 than three years, or both. Offences under this sec-
7 tion may be prosecuted by the attorney general, or
8 under his direction, in any court within the com-
9 monwealth, and all fines collected hereunder shall 

10 be paid into the treasury of the commonwealth.

1 Section 8. , The state treasurer shall act upon all
2 applications made hereunder, and may expend for
3 clerical assistance and for such other expenses such
4 sums as may be necessary in carrying out the pro-
5 visions of this act, not exceeding the sums appro-
6 priated by the general court for the purpose.

1 Section 9. Beginning with the year nineteen hun-
2 dred and forty-six, a head tax of five dollars shall be
3 assessed on every inhabitant of the commonwealth
4 above the age of twenty, whether a citizen of the
5 United States or an alien, except that the head tax
6 shall not be assessed on a person who served in the
7 armed forces of the United States and is entitled to
8 the payment provided by this act, nor shall it be
9 assessed on the widow of a person who was killed in

10 action or died from other cause as a result of such
11 service, or on the surviving parents or parent of
12 such deceased person. A statement of the purpose
13 of such tax shall appear on the face of the tax bill.
14 In each year, the assessors shall, within a reason-
15 able time after the receipt by them of the lists of
16 persons as provided in section four of chapter fifty-
17 one of the General Laws, assess the head taxes of all
18 persons whose names are contained in said lists and
19 deliver to the collector of taxes tax lists containing



20 the names and addresses of all persons so assessed
21 and the amount of the respective taxes thereon.
22 The assessors shall also deliver to the collector their
23 warrants in the customary form for the collection
24 forthwith of all head taxes contained in said lists;
25 but no such list or warrant shall be issued to any
26 collector until, conformably to law, he has given
27 bond and has otherwise qualified himself for the
28 performance of his duties. Head taxes so committed
29 to the collector shall be subject to the laws relating
30 to poll taxes committed by warrant under section
31 fifty-three of chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws.
32 Head taxes assessed hereunder may, in the case • of
33 those assessed on male inhabitants, be assessed
34 separately as of January first and billed separately,
35 or be assessed and billed by inclusion with poll taxes
36 assessed under section four of chapter sixty of the
37 General Laws.
38 A collector of taxes receiving from the assessors
39 lists and warrants under this section shall forthwith
40 proceed to collect the head taxes from the persons
41 entered on such lists. Except as otherwise provided,
42 all laws relating to the collection of taxes, to the
43 duties and powers of collectors, to money collected
44 as taxes, interest, charges and fees, to the accounting
45 for and turning over of money so collected, and to
46 the crediting thereof to the collector, shall apply to
47 the collection of head taxes from the persons whose
48 names appear on such lists.
49 Assessors shall, in each year, on or before July
50 first certify to the commission of corporations and
51 taxation, hereinafter called the commissioner, in
52 such form and detail as he may require, the total
53 number of head taxes assessed by them under this
54 section and committed for collection in the then



55 current year, and the commissioner thereupon, but
56 not later than August first, shall assess and levy
57 upon each city and town a special state tax on ac-
58 count of the inhabitants therein taxable under this
59 section, at the rate of five dollars for each inhabitant
60 so taxable. Such special state tax shall be computed
61 upon the information at the time of assessment in
62 his possession, and, in lieu of better information,
63 may be assessed upon information as to inhabitants
64 taxable under this section, as shown in returns and
65 tables filed in the preceding year by the assessors
66 with the commissioner, or upon such other informa-
67 tion as he may have, and he may allow for such
68 annual increase in the number of head taxes as he
69 may determine to be proper.
70 The commissioner shall, in each year, on or before
71 October fifth, certify and commit to the state treas-
72 urer the taxes assessed under this section and the
73 taxes so certified and committed shall thereupon be
74 due and payable by each city and town and the
75 treasurer thereof, and the state treasurer shall have
76 the same remedies and powers with respect to the
77 collection of the special state tax assessed as afore-
78 said as he has with respect to the collection of the
79 annual state tax.
80 The commissioner shall, in each of said years, from
81 time to time assess and levy upon each city and town,
82 and certify and commit to the state treasurer, addi-
83 tional taxes with respect to inhabitants taxable
84 under this section and not included in the assessment
85 on such city or town made under this section and
86 taxes so assessed shall be payable and may be en-
87 forced in the same manner as those originally
88 assessed.
89 The assessors may, in each year, from time to time



90 certify under oath to the commissioner, in such form
91 and detail as he may require, the list of head taxes
92 which the collector of their city or town has not been
93 able to collect by reason of the poverty, death or
94 other inability of the persons assessed to pay, and
95 the commissioner shall determine the amount of such
96 uncollected taxes which, in his opinion, are uncol-
97 lectible. The state treasurer shall pay or credit to a
98 city or town, on account of such uncollected head $
99 taxes assessed therein, such amounts as the corn-

100 missioner may from time to time certify as uncol-
101 lectible.
102 Whoever refuses or fails to pay a head tax assessed
103 on him hereunder shall be punished by a fine of
104 twenty-five dollars.

1 Section  10. There is hereby imposed an addi-
2 tional excise tax of one half of one mill for each
3 cigarette sold in the commonwealth during the pe-
4 riod beginning with the effective, date of this act,
5 the same to be levied and collected as provided in
6 chapter sixty-four C, inserted by chapter five hun-
7 dred and forty-seven of the acts of the current year,
8 and the provisions of said chapter shall apply to
9 said additional excise to the same extent as to the

10 normal excise levied thereunder. Every manufac-
11 turer, wholesaler, vending machine operator and un-
12 classified acquirer who, on said effective date, has
13 on hand for sale any cigarettes shall, within twenty
14 days thereafter, file a complete inventory thereof ^
15 and pay to the commissioner of corporations and
16 taxation a tax with respect thereto computed at the
17 rate of one half of one mill per cigarette on all ciga-
18 rettes upon which an excise of only one mill has



19 been previously paid. All the provisions of said
20 chapter sixty-four C relative to the collection, veri-
21 fication and administration of the tax thereunder
22 imposed shall, in so far as pertinent, be applicable
23 to the tax imposed by this section.

1 Section 11. There is hereby imposed upon all do-
2 mestic manufacturing corporations, foreign manufac-
3 turing corporations, domestic business corporations
4 and foreign corporations, as defined in chapter sixty-
5 three of the General Laws, as amended, in addition
6 to the taxes levied under the provisions of sections
7 thirty to fifty-one, inclusive, of said chapter sixty-
8 three and all acts in amendment thereof and in addi-
9 tion thereto, and in addition to the taxes imposed

10 upon such corporations under section nine of chapter
11 seven hundred and twenty-nine of the acts of nine-
12 teen hundred and forty-one and under chapter four
13 hundred and eighty-two of the acts of nineteen hun-
14 dred and forty-three, a further additional excise tax
15 equal to two and one half per cent of the net income
16 of each such corporation determined to be taxable
17 in accordance with the provisions of said chapter
18 sixty-three; provided that the tax imposed by this
19 section shall not apply to any such Corporation if its
20 “ net income” , as defined in paragraph numbered five
21 in section thirty of said chapter sixty-three, was less
22 than twenty-five thousand dollars for the “ taxable
23 year” , as defined in paragraph numbered six in said
24 section thirty; and, provided further, that the tax
25 imposed by this section shall not apply to corpora-
26 tions taxable under section thirty-eight B of said
27 chapter sixty-three. All provisions of law relative to
28 the assessment, payment, collection and abatement



29 of the taxes imposed under said chapter sixty-three
30 upon corporations taxable hereunder shall apply to
31 the additional taxes herein imposed; provided, that
32 the taxes imposed by this section shall be due on
33 October twentieth and not when the tax return is
34 required to be filed; and, provided further, that the
35 credit for dividends paid to inhabitants of this com-
36 monwealth by foreign corporations provided by sec-
37 tion forty-three of said chapter sixty-three shall not
38 be applicable to the additional taxes imposed by this
39 section. This section shall apply only to taxes levied
40 in or on account of the calendar year nineteen hun-
41 dred and forty-five. The surtaxes imposed upon
42 corporations of the classes named in this section by
43 section nine of chapter seven hundred and twenty-
44 nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-one
45 and by chapter four hundred and eighty-two of the
46 acts of nineteen hundred and forty-three shall apply
47 to the taxes imposed by this section.

1 Section 12. The proceeds of taxes assessed under
2 this act shall be used to meet the payments author-
3 ized hereunder.






