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ATE HOUSE, BOSTON, July 20, 1945.

House of RepresentativeTo the Honomble Sen
I recommend that legislation be enacted forthwith to

provide for a Special Commission to compile the histori-
cal data, and write and publish the record of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts and its people in all the
manifold activities which contributed to the war effort
throughout the state.

Up to now it has been possible to do only some of the
preliminary work pertaining chie to the personal rec-
ords of service of men and women in the Armed Forces.
Now, vast quantities of records of war plants and civilian
activities throughout the state ought to be collected and
preserved.

I am appending herewith a letter dated July 20, 1945,
submitted to me by Dennis A. Dooley, State Librarian,
and Chairman of the Massachusetts Historical Commit-
tee for World War 11, which covers this subject in detail.

I recommend the enactment of the accompanying bill;
and that an initial appropriation of $25,000.00 be made
for the accomplishment of this objective.

Respectfully

1:132 Qtummunmealth at wassacbusetts

MAURICE J. TOBIN,
Governor of the (,'ommonu'ealth
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His Excellency MAURICE J. TOBIN, Governor of the Conmzo"nu'ealth(

State House, Boston 83, Massachusetts

DEAR GOVERNOR TOBIN:—It was not until three
years after the close of the first World VVar that action
was taken by the Commonwealth to provide for the
preparation and publication of contributions made by
Massachusetts to the war effort.

In his Annual Message dated January 4, 1922, Gov—
ernor Channing H. Cox stated: “It is now proper to
consider the advisability of having prepared, in authentic
and proper form the records of those units of the Army
and Navy which went out from this Commonwealth.
The perpetuation of such records wouldbe an inspiration
to those now living, and those who may come hereafter
to sustain that patriotism which Massachusetts has ever
fostered

dtbe Qlammoninealth at epassatbusetts

House Bill No. 1514 of 1923 reported May 3, w
enacted as Chapter 408 of the Acts of 1923, approved
May 17, 1923. This Act created a special unpgiigi com-
mission, consisting of the Adjutant General, the Secre-
tary of the Commonwealth, and the State Librarian, to
have general supervision of the compiling, editing, find
writing of a fitting chronicle of Massachusetts’ pvaft in
the World War. The commission was authorized to
appoint an official historian, and clerical assistants. An
initial appropriation of not more than $15,000.00 was
provided.

Chapter 367 of the Acts of 1924 authorized the said
commission to compile a record of Massachusetts men
who died in the military or naval service during the
World War. “Said regord shall be known as theUC};)_l_(i
Star Record of Massachusetts in the VVorld War



1945.] HOUSE —— NO. 2169. 3

D

Chapter 37 of the Resolves of 1927 provided for the
printing and distribution of 7,500 copies of a. bound
volume known as The Gold Star Record.

Chapter 23 of the Resolves of 1928 provided for the
printing and distribution of 2,000 copies of a volume
known as The History of Massachusetts in the W’orld
War.

The following is a record of the expenditures made by
this commission during its existence:
To Nov. 30, 1923 . . . . . . . . . $1,390 25

Nov. 30, 1924 . . . . . . . . . 2,563 88
Nov. 30, 1924 (Gold Star) . . . . . . 2,714 76
Nov. 30, 1925 . . . ' . . . . . . 880 31
Nov. 30, 1925 (Gold Star) . . . . . . 6,043 38
Nov. 30, 1926 . . . . . . . . . 7,126 67Nov. 30, 1926 (Gold Star) . . . . . . 1,239 43
Nov. 30, 1927 . . . . .' . . . . 2,980 54
Nov. 30, 1927 (Gold Star) ._ . . . . . 3,600 22
Nov. 30, 1928 . . . . . . . . . 8,587 53
Nov. 30, 1929 . . . . . . ‘ . . . 12.872 34
Nov. 30, 1930 . . . . . . . . . -2 00
NOV. 30, 1931 . . . . . . . . . 4,687 91

Total . . . . . . . . . . $54,691) 82

On December 31, 1943 Governor Saltonstall appointed
the following state officers as members of a state com-
mittee to be known as The Massachusetts Historical
Committee for VVorld VVar H:
Chairman, Dennis A. Dooley, State Librarian
Frederic W. Cook, Secretary of State.
Col. Ralph M. Smith, State Director
Col. Robert O. Dalton of the Office 0:
Richard P. Doherty, Deputy Directc

active ser
vf the Adjutant General.
)I‘, Massachusetts Commi

Public Safety

Joseph E. Sharkey, Massachusetts Committee on Public Safet

The purpose of this Committee is to preserve the
records of Massachusetts and its citizens in any activity
connected with the World War so that it may be possible
after the war to write an adequate history based on the
data now being collected.
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“It is important,” said Governor Saltonstall, “to
perpetuate the memory of every Massachusetts man and
woman who makes the supreme sacrifice in the service of
our country and Massachusetts wants to honor the heroes
of this war in gratitude for What they have done, and as
an inspiration to all our citizens. In addition, we Want
to publish the record of the War plants in our Common-
wealth and the record of the activity of our citizens in
civilian defense. Every community in the State ought
to have a local committee of citizens Working to per-
petuate the war effort in that community. The Com-
mittee I have appointed will cooperate with the local
committees in every way.” ’

At its inception the Committee adopted a threefolc
plan for Carrying on its Work,

First. —The State Library became the depository
for all records and materials at the state level, leaving
local data for committees formed in cities and towns
throughout the state. The state-wide data includes:

(a) All special legislation pertaining to war activitie
:17) Executive orders issued by the Governor

(c) All the newspapers of the state, indexed to locate
readily War news of local importance. ’

(d) Files and records of state departments relating
to the war.

(e) Military operations within the state, such as the
training of troops at Fort Devens, Camp Edwards,
Westover Field; the operations of the United States
Navy and Coast Guard within the state and in.adjacent
Waters; the training of young men for Various branches
of the Service in the schools and colleges of the state; the
operation of the Boston Port of Embarkation.

(f) War production. The records of shipbuilding,
manufacture of arms and munitions and other equipment
for war.

(g) Food production and rationing
(hf) Civilian war activities such as the Committee on

Public Safety, Civilian Air Reserve, vocational educa-
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tion for war workers, war bond sales, Red Cross and
VVar Fund contributions, hospital services and nursing
aides, paper salvage, the U. S. O.

Second. —— The office of the Adjutant General has files
which contain the personal service records of more than
one half million Massachusetts men and women in the
Army, Navy, Coast Guard, and Marine Corps. These
war records are sent from Washington, and constitute
the official data of the attachments of service men,
records of service including honors, and citations, deaths
and injuries in action and otherwise, and discharges.

Third. ——The Massachusetts Committee on Public
Safety, when it was operating, organized in cities and
towns throughout the state local committees with mem-
bers from the city or town government, historical socie-
ties, The American Legion, The Veterans of Foreign
Wlars, local business associations, labor unions and local
newspapers. An outline guide for local historical com-
mittees was issued in l\larch, 1944. Each local com-
mittee had been directed to collect local data and ar-
range to keep the collections in the local library. When
completed, each collection will be described and indexed
and a union catalogue of the state—wide collection will
be preserved at the State Library.

No special appropriation has ever been made for
carrying on the work of this specialcomrnission. Each
department represented on the Commission has been
doing as much as possible within the department to
collect all the available data which eventually will be
required to compile and publish the State History and
the Gold Star Record.

This is now an appropriate time to set up this Com-
mission in a modified form by special legislation. I wish,
therefore, to ask you to send a special message to the
Legislature in which you recommend the enactment of
immediate legislation so that it may not be necessary for
the people of this State to wait until ten years after the
end of this War before this History and Gold Star Record
is published.
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The magnitude of the present war indicates that the
work involved in compiling a history and a service
record is, in comparison with the last war, quite stu-
pendous. On this account it is also vital to the interests
of the Commonwealth that this Work be undertaken
immediately. In almost every other state in the Unioii
provision has been made for the creation of a similar
commission, and for the publication of a state history.

Sincerely yours;

DENNIS A. DOOLEY,
State Librarian

Chairman, Massachusetts H2'storz7cal
Cbrmnittee for Wcrrld War II.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

AN f\CT ESTABLISHING AN UNPAID SPECIAL COMMISSION
TO PROVIDE FOR THE PREPARATION OF A SUITABLE

HISTORY OF MASSACHUSETTS’ PART IN WORLD WAR 11.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. The Adjutant General, the Secretary
2 of the Commonwealth, and the State Librarian, as
3 Chairman, are hereby appointed a Special Commission
4 to have general supervision of The compiling, editing,
5 and writing of a. fitting chronicle of Massachusetts’
6 part in VVOrld VVar 11.

1 SECTION 2. Said Commission is Authorized to
2 appoint an official historian and staff, and to engage
3 such clerical assistants as may be required for carrying
4 out the purpose of this Act.

1 SECTION 3. Said Commission is hereby directed
2 to compile an appropriate record of Massachusetts
3 men who died during World War II while in the mili-
-4 tary or naval service of the United States of America,
5 or of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, or in
6 the Inilitary or naval forces of any foriegn power
7 associated with the United States of America in the

(the Qtommonmealtb at wassacbusetts
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8 World War. Said record shall be known as the Gold
9 Star Record of Massachusetts in World War 11. It

10 shall be in sufficient detail to establish the identity
11 of each such deceased soldier, sailor, or marine, and
12 to enable a reasonable estimate to be made of the
13 service rendered by him to the Commonwealth, and
14 shall set forth among other things his service record,
15 residence, birthplace, and age, and nearest relative.

1 SECTION 4. Said Commission is hereby further
2 directed to compile and publish the history of Massa-
-3 chusetts’ part in the War effort based on data from
4 the following sources:
5 (a) All special legislation pertaining to War activ-
-6 ities.‘
7 (b) Executive orders issued by the Governor.
8 (c) All the newspapers of the state, indexed to
9 locate readily war news of local importance.
10 (d) Files and records of state departments relating
11 to the war‘

; within the state, such as
‘ort Devens, Camp Edwards,
ations of the United States
and the Merchant Marine

12 (6) Military operations
13 the training of troops at I
14 Westover Field; the Opel

15 Navy and Coast Guard
16 within the state and adjacent waters; the training of
17 young men for Various branches of the service in the
18 schools and colleges of the state; the operation of the
19 Boston Port of Embarkation. _

20 (f) War production. The records of shipbuilding;
21 manufacture of arms and munitions and other equip-
-22 ment for war.
23 (g) Food production and rat.ionin;
24 (h) Civilian war activities such as the Commit
25 tee on Public Safety, Civilian Air Reserve, VOCa‘
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26 tional education for War Workers, war bond sales,
27 Red Cross and War Fund contributions, hospital
28 services and nursing aides, paper salvage, the U. S. O.
29 Said history shall also include such other historical
30 data as may properly recognize the services of
31 Massachusetts citizens pertaining to the War effort.

1 SECTION 5. For the purpose of meeting expendi-
-2 tures authorized by this act, the said Commission
3 may expend such sums, not exceeding twenty—fiVe
4 thousand dollars in the aggregate, as the general court
5 may from time to time appropriate.
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