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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
HOUSE, Bos'roN, July 19, 19‘

To the Honorable Senate and H01139 of Representativ

I am returning herewith without my approval House
Bill 437 being, “An Act relative to the Amounts of
Annual Municipal Assessments.”

This bill relates to the computation by assessors of the
annual tax rate in cities and towns and in the case of
cities deprives local assessors of their long recognized
authority to use available funds in fixing the rate by
requiring a vote of the city council for such use. The
bill also removes the present requirement for cities that
available funds used in the determination of the annual
tax rate have Written approval of the Commissioner of
Corporations and Taxation. It is my belief that such an
enactment would be detrimental and harmful to the
financial condition of the cities of the Commonwealth
and is undesirable.

The effectiveness of section 23 of Chapter 59 of the
General Laws has been demonstrated and in a large
measure is responsible for the excellent financial conditions
which the communities of Massachusetts have attained
and enjoy. Failure to establish an annual tax rate pro-
viding a sufficient amount to meet all current municipal
expenses can best be avoided by retaining existing pre-
cautions.
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The experience gained by local assessors who usually
enjoy continued service places them in a better position
to judge and determine the effect and probable conse-
quences of decisions which are involved in fixing the tax
rate than that of the council.

Removal of the check on impulsive or ill-advised action
or action by officials who are misinformed by waiving the
requirement for Written approval of the use of available
funds to be given by a qualified, impartial authority apart
from the city government, is not in the best interest of
the community.

Respectfully yours,

INIAURICE J. TOBIN,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


