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EXECUTIVE DEP.»u?.TMENT,
TATE HOUSE, BOSTON, July 20, 1945.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Rep-resentativ

lam returnin herewith without In a roval HouseY Pp
1738 entitled, “AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE BOARD OF

REGISTRATION OF CHIROPRACTORS AND DEFINING ITS
POWERS AND DUTIES.”

The enactment proposes the establishment of an en-
tirely new Board for the examination and registration
of applicants seeking to practice a method of healing the
sick. It would set up a new and different administrative
method of regulating a branch of the practice of medicine
as that term generally relates to the prevention, cure and
alleviation of disease, the repair of injury, or treatment of
abnormal or unusual states of the human body and their
restoration to a healthful Condition. It would establish
new and different standards of education and qualifica-
tion for applicants seeking to practice in a field in which
minimum standards are already established by statute.
Thus, it would introduce into the statutory system a
“double standard” for the selection of practitioners in
the field of medicine.

The object of regulatory legislation in the field of
medical science heretofore adopted by the General Court
is the promotion of the public good and the protection
of our citizens against the evils normally resulting from
the attempts of uninformed and unskilled persons to
practice the healing arts. The Legislature wisely has
not granted exclusive rights of practice to any particular
method of healing. In Section 7 of Chapter 112 of the
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General Laws it is expressly declared that the statutory
provisions relating to the examination and registration of
applicants seeking to practice medicine “.

. . shall not
be held to discriminate against any particular school or
system of medicine . . .

” But just as Wisely, the General
Court heretofore has recognized that, as the knowledge
of the science of medicine increases and methods of treat-
ment of the ill improve, the public good requires the new
practitioner to be better informed and better equipped;
and, accordingly, it has required that minimum stand-
ards of education and qualification be met by all appli-
cants irrespective of the particular system or method of
treatment they espouse. The beneficial effect upon our
citizens generally of such a policy is clearly apparent.
On a subject of so much importance to every one‘ of the
citizens of the Commonwealth, the legislative policy
which has been so long pursued should not be halted or
turned aside unless the public good clearly requires
another course.

Such a policy has not prevented the development or
practice of particular methods or systems of medicine
nor has it denied to the public access to treatments pre-
scribed by such systems. The osteopathic method, for
example, has been and is now practiced in the Common-
wealth under the provisions of the statutes relating to
the practice of medicine. Similarly, within the scope of
the same legislative policy the chiropractic method should
be practiced.

Respectfully,

MAURICE J. TOBIN,
Governor of the Com'mo7zxu'ealth.


