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COMMUNICATION FROM THE COUNSEL TO THE SENATE
AND THE COUNSEL To THE HOUSE OF REPRESENT-
ATIVES RELATIVE TO EXTENDING THE TIME DURING

WHICH REVOLVING DOORS MAY BE MAINTAINED AND

USED AT PLACES OF ASSEMBLY ANI) FACILITATING

THE INTERPRETATION, ADMINISTRATION AND EN-
FORCEMENT OF CERTAIN ACTS OF THE CURRENT
YEAR RELATIVE TO SAFETY IN BUILDINGS AND

STRUCTURES.

rss or TI-IE COUNSEL TO THE SENATE AND COUNSE
TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE

TATE HOUSE, BOSTON, July 24, 1945.

T0 the Honorable Senate and H ousc of Representatiz‘

111 accordance with section 53 of chapter 3 of the Gen-
eral Laws, as amended by section 1 of chapter 376 of the
acts of 1939, we have the honor to submit the annexed
bill extending the time during which revolving doors may
be maintained and used at places of assembly, and facili-
tating the interpretation, administration and enforce-
ment of certain acts of the current year relative to safety
in buildings and structure:

Section 218 of chapter 143 of the General Laws, in-
serted by section 3 of chapter 546 of the acts of 1943,
forbids the maintenance or use of a revolving door as
the entrance or exit of any place of assembly after the
expiration of 60 days from July 1, 1945. Compliance
with this provision by replacing the door has been and
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still is impossible because of scarcity of materials due to
the war. Therefore this General Court, by section 4of
chapter 482 of the acts of 1945, extended the time for
such compliance until after the expiration of 60'days
from July 1, 1946. This extension of time is, however,
to a certain extent ineffective, because said chapter 482
of the acts of 1945 does not take effect until 90 days after
June 26, 1945, the date of approval thereof by the Gov-
ernor. The result is that there is a period of nearly a
month, from 60 days after July 1, 1945, to 90 days after
June 26, 1945, when it is both illegal to maintain or use
a revolving door and impossible to replace it by a door
which complies with the law. In order to correct this
situation, we recommend the striking out of said section
218, as amended by section 4 of chapter 482 of the Acts
of 1945, and its re-enactment with an emergency pre-
amble, so that the provisions thereof Will take effect at
once instead of after the expiration of 90 days from June
26, 1945, with the result that there will be no period of
time prior to the expiration of 60 days after July 1,
1946, during which the maintenance or use of a revolv-
ing door will be illegal.

Various acts of 1945 relative to safety in buildings and
structures, which are subject to referendum, were indi-
vidually passed without emergency preambles and with
different effective dates, 90 days after their respective
dates of approval. Certain of these acts contain provi-
sions dependent upon acts later passed and becoming
effective at later dates. We recommend that all these
acts, except as hereinbefore stated, become effective on
November 1, 1945, which will be later than the dates
upon which they would otherwise become effective under
their own terms. A subsequent enactment fixing this
later effective date cannot possibly be held to be obnox-
ious to the 48th amendment to the Constitution of the
Commonwealth. However, fixing said November 1 as
the effective date of chapter 645 of the acts of the current
year requires a further change in section 5 of said chap-
ter, by postponing the final date for appointing members
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of the new Board of Standards, established by said chap-
ter, from November 1 to December 1 of the current year.
Also We recommend a correction in the organization of
said Board of Standards by making it clear that the chief
of inspections of the Department of Public Safety is to
be ex officio a member of said Board. We also recom-
mend that provision be made that all these acts made
effective November 1, 1945, shall be construed as though
they had been embodied in one statute, and not in sepa-
rate statutes, so as to avoid confusion in construing the
provisions thereof, and to make sure that they will have
their intended effect in connection with other laws rela-
tive to safety in buildings and structures.

The passage of the accompanying bill will carry out
all the foregoing recommendations. .

FERNALD HUTCHINS,
Comzsel to the Senate.

HENRY D. WIGGIN,
Counsel to the House of Representatives.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

AN ACT EXTENDING THE TIME DURING WHICH REVOLVING

DOORS MAY BE MAINTAINED AND USED AT PLACES OF

ASSEMBLY AND FACILITATING THE INTERPRETATION,

ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF CERTAIN ACTS

OF THE CURRENT YEAR EELATIVE TO SAFETY IN BUILD-

INGS AND STRUCTURES‘

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is in part to save
3 owners of buildings having revolving doors from be-
-4 coming temporarily subject to penalty for failure to
5 replace the same while unable so to do because of
6 lack of materials due to the existing state of war, and
7 in part to provide immediately that certain chapters
8 of the acts of the current year relative to safety in
9 buildings and structures shall be construed as if they
10 had been embodied in one statute and shall become
11 effective on the same date, therefore this act is hereby
12 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
13 immediate preservation of the public 'convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatizves
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter one hundred and forty-three
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out section twenty-one B, as most recently amended
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4 by section four of chapter four hundred and eighty-
-5 two of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-five,
6 and inserting in place thereof the following section:
7 Section 218. Whoever, after July first, nineteen
8 hundred and forty-six, installs as a means of ingress to
9 or egressfrom any place of assembly, as defined in

10 section one, in any building or part thereof, a revolv-
-11 ing door, so called, or~after the expiration of sixty
12 days from said July first, maintains or uses a revolv-
-13 ing door as a means of ingress to or egress from any
14 place of assembly, as so defined, in any building or
15 part thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not more
16 than five hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not
17 more than one year, or by both such fine alld impris-
-18 onment; and any revolving door, so called, which is
19 installed, maintained or used in violation of the fore-
-20 going shall be deemed a common nuisance, without
21 other proof ‘thereof than proof of its installation,
22 maintenance or use, as the case may be. The author~
23 ized representative of the commissioner, as referred
24 to in section three A, in the city, town or district in
25 which such nuisance exists, shall order the owner or
26 occupant, being the party in control thereof, at his
27 own expense, to remove such nuisance within twenty-
-28 four hours, or within such other time as he or it
29 considers reasonable, after notice.
30 Suvh order shall be in writing and may be served
31 personally on the owner or occupant, being the party
32 in control, or his authorized agent by any person
33 authorized to serve civil process; or a copy of the
34 order may be left at the last and usual place of abode
35 of the owner or occupant, being the party in control,
36 or his agent, if he is known and within the common-
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37 wealth. If the premises are unoccupied and the
38 residence of the owner or agent is unknown or is
39 without the commonwealth, such authorized repre-
-40 sentative may order the notice to be served by post-
-41 ing it on the premises and by advertising it in one
42 or more newspapers.
43 If the owner or occupant, being the party in con-
-44 trol, fails to comply with such order, such authorized
45 representative may cause the nuisance to be removed,
46 and all expenses incurred thereby shall be paid by
47 the person who caused or permitted the same.

1 SECTION 2. Chapters four hundred and seventy-
-2 two, four hundred and eighty, four hundred and
3 eighty—tWo except section four thereof, five hundred
4 and thirty—three, five hundred and thirty—six, six hun-
-5 dred and forty—five as amended by sections three and
6 four of this act, and also chapter six hundred and
7 seventy-four, all of the acts of the current year shall
8 take effect on November first, nineteen hundred and
9 forty—five. Said chapters shall be construed as though

10 they had been embodied in one statute, instead of in
11 separate statutes.

1 SECTION 3. Section thirteen of chapter twenty-
-2 two of the Genera.l Laws, as most recently amended
3 by section one of chapter six hundred and forty-five
4 of the acts of the current year, is hereby further
5 amended by striking out the first two sentences and
6 inserting in place thereof the following: H There shall
7 be in the department, but not under the control of
8 the commissioner, a board to be known as the board
9 of standards, which shall consist of the chief of in-
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10 spections of the department, ex officio, who may des-
-11 ignate from time to time an inspector in said depart-
-12 ment to act temporarily in his stead as a member of
13 such board, with the same powers and duties as other
14 members of the board, and six members to be ap-
-15 pointed by the governor, with the advice and consent
16 of the council, for terms of six years each. One shall
17 be a registered architect, one a registered professional
18 engineer, one a contractor, one a representative of
19 the building trade unions, one a safety engineer, and
20 one shall be a representative of owners of buildings
21 subject to chapter one hundred and forty—three or a
22 representative of real estate management organiza-
-23 tions having control of buildings subject to said
24 chapter.

1 SECTION 4. Said chapter six hundred and forty-
-2 five is hereby amended by striking out section five
3 and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section —5. Before December first, nineteen hun-
-5 dred and forty-five, the governor, with the advice and
6 consent of the council, shall appoint the six appoin-
-7 tive members of the board of standards in the depart-
-8 ment of public safety, with the qualifications set
9 forth in section thirteen of chapter twenty-two of the

10 General Laws, as appearing in section one of this act,
11 of whom one shall be appointed for the term of one
12 year, one for the term of two years, one for the term
13 of three years, one for the term of four years, one for
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14 the term of five years, and one for the term of six
15 years, from said December first.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, July 24, 1945.
Passed to be engrossed, in concurrence.

Clerk.


