
SENATE No. 215
To accompany the petition of Harris S. Richardson that the Divi-

sion of Occupational Hygiene be transferred from the Department of
Labor and Industries to the Department of Public Health and that
the powers and duties of said division be defined. State Administra-
tion.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

An Act transferring the division of occupational

HYGIENE FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND IN-
DUSTRIES TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

AND DEFINING ITS POWERS AND DUTIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section three of chapter twenty-three
2 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by
3 section four of chapter four hundred and ninety of
4 the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-one, is hereby
5 further amended by striking out the first sentence
6 inserted therein by said section four and inserting
7 in place thereof the following sentence: He shall
8 organize in the department a division of standards,
9 a division on the necessaries of life, and such other

10 divisions as he may from time to time determine.

1 Section 2. Section four of chapter seventeen of
2 the General Laws, as most recently amended by
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3 section eleven of chapter five hundred and ninety-six
4 of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-one, is
5 hereby further amended by inserting after the word
6 “sanatoria” in the second and third lines the follow-
-7 ing: , a division of occupational hygiene, so as
8 to read as follows: Section There shall be in
9 the department a division of sanatoria, a division of
10 occupational hygiene and such other divisions as the
11 commissioner, with the approval of the public health
12 council, may from time to time determine. The
13 commissioner, subj ect to the approval of the governor
14 and council, may appoint and remove a director of
15 the division of sanatoria, and, subject to the approval
16 of the public health council, shall appoint and may
17 remove a director to take charge of every other
18 division, and shall prescribe the duties of such other
19 divisions.

1 Section 3. Section eleven A of said chapter
2 twenty-three, inserted therein by section three of
3 chapter three hundred and thirty-one of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and thirty-four, is hereby repealed.

1 Section 4. Said chapter seventeen is hereby
2 further amended by inserting after section seven, as

3 amended, the following section:
4 Section 7A. In addition to such staff and facilities
5 as may be necessary in the efficient performance of
6 its duties, there shall be employed in the division of
7 occupational hygiene persons having special knowl-
-8 edge of the causes and prevention of occupational
9 diseases. It shall be the duty of the division to in-

-10 vestigate conditions of occupation with reference to
11 hazards to health and to determine the degree of
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12 such hazards, to investigate and evaluate methods
13 for the control of such hazards, to assist in the prepa-
-14 ration of rules and regulations for the preventing of
15 occupational accidents and diseases, and, in co-
-16 operation with the department of public health or
17 otherwise, to promote occupational health and safety
18 education.

1 Section 5. Chapter one hundred and eleven of
2 the General Laws, as amended, is hereby further
3 amended by inserting after section one hundred and
4 eighty-three, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edi-
-5 tion, under the caption Division of Occupational
6 Hygiene, the following section:
7 Section 183A. So much of the provisions of sec-
-8 tions three to seven, inclusive, ten, eleven, thirteen,
9 seventeen, eighteen, fifty-three, fifty-four, fifty-five,

10 sixty-three, one hundred and three to one hundred
11 and forty-two F, inclusive, and one hundred and
12 eighty, of chapter one hundred and forty-nine as,
13 immediately prior to the effective date of this section,
14 applied to the division of occupational hygiene as a
15 part of the department of labor and industries shall
16 continue to apply, to the same extent, to said division
17 as a part of the department of public health, and
18 said division shall have and exercise the same powers
19 and duties under said sections as if it still remained
20 a part of the department of labor and industries.

1 Section 6. The division of occupational hygiene
2 is hereby transferred from the department of labor
3 and industries to the department of public health,
4 and shall have all the powers and duties heretofore
5 vested in and imposed upon it, and all reference in
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6 General Laws and any other provisions of law to
7 said division shall be deemed to refer to said division
8 as a part of the department of public health. No
9 party to any proceeding pending before said division

10 upon the effective date of this act shall lose any rights
11 by virtue of such transfer of said division, which shall
12 continue in all respects to deal with said proceedings.
13 All furniture, equipment, papers and other property
14 in the possession of said division as a part of the de-

-15 partment of labor and industries shall immediately
16 pass into the possession of the division as a part of
17 the department of public health. All orders, rules
18 and regulations, if any, of said division shall remain
19 in full force and effect until and unless suspended,
20 revised, rescinded, cancelled or revoked under au-
-21 thority of law. Each person serving in said division,
22 as existing immediately prior to the effective date of
23 this act, shall continue to serve in the same position
24 under said division as part of the department of
25 public health until separated therefrom by authority
26 of law; and all such persons subject to chapter thirty-
-27 one and rules and regulations thereunder shall con-
-28 tinue to serve in said division without loss or impair-
-29 ment of any civil service rights, except as otherwise
30 provided by law.


