
SENATE .... No. 498

Senate, March 5, 1945.

The committee on Election Laws, to whom was referred
the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 457) of
Edward M. Rowe that provision be made for optional
proceedings relative to ballots after the close of the
polls, and for the counting of votes, report the accom-
panying bill (Senate, No. 498).

For the committee

CHARLES I. TAYLOR.
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SENATE No. 498. [Mar.9

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Five.

An Act relative to the counting of ballots in cities
WHERE CENTRAL COUNTING PLACES ARE PROVIDED.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter fifty-four of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section one hundred and
3 five the following section:
4 Section 105A. In any city which accepts this
5 section, by vote of the city council, as soon as the
6 polls have closed the election officers shall then,
7 publicly and in the presence of the other election
8 officers, count audibly and distinctly the number of
9 names checked on each list and announce the same.

10 The warden and clerk of the precinct at each polling
11 place shall then seal the ballot box without opening-
-12 it, and in such manner that ballots cannot be removed
13 therefrom or inserted therein without breaking the
14 seal, and shall deliver such ballot box forthwith
15 accompanied by a police officer, to one or more central
16 counting places as previously determined by the
17 mayor and aldermen, in such manner as the city
18 clerk may direct. The warden and clerk shall also
19 transmit the voting lists, a record of the ballot box
20 register, a record of the number of ballots given out,
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21 the ballots spoiled and returned, and the ballots not
22 given out, all of which shall be enclosed in an envelope,
23 and the election officials shall certify thereon as to
24 the identity of the contents thereof. Upon receipt of
25 the ballot boxes at the central counting place or
26 places they shall be opened immediately and the
27 election officers shall proceed immediately to the
28 counting of the ballots therein contained and such
29 counting shall continue until completed. The number
30 of ballots found in each ballot box shall be recorded
31 and compared with the records received from the
32 polling places. All such ballots shall be counted
33 immediately by wards and precincts and whenever
34 the count of any precinct has been completed the
35 count shall be publicly announced.




