
SENATE .... No. 535

Senate,

The committee on Taxation, to whom was referred
the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 50) of
George W. Stanton for legislation to increase the per-
centage of commission to be paid to the Commonwealth
on the receipts from dog racing meetings; the petition
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 52) of George \\

Stanton that the percentage of commission to be paid to
the Commonwealth on the receipts from horse racing
meetings be increased; the petition (accompanied by bil
House, No. 439) of Adolph Johnson for an increase ii
the tax imposed by the Commonwealth on amount
wagered at horse and dog racing meetings conducted
under the pari-mutuel or certificate system of wagering
and discontinuing certain exemptions granted to stab
and county fairs; the report of the special commission
(Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation, Chairman
of the Commission on Administration and Finance and
another) established (under Chapter 96 of the Resolves
of 1941) to make an investigation and study relative to
the revenue of the Commonwealth from horse and dog
racing meetings (House, No. 618); the petition (accom-
panied by bill, House, No. 872) of James S. Fegan for
the imposition of a tax on admission fees to certain horse
and dog racing meetings; so much of the Governor’s
Address submitting the annual budget (House, No. 1530)
as relates to forms of taxation (in part); and so much of
the final report of the joint committee on Ways and
Means authorized (under the provisions of an order
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adopted by the House and Senate on May 19, 1943) to
sit during the recess of the General Court for the pur-
pose of making an investigation and study of any or all
matters pertaining to the finances of the Commonwealth(House, No. 1575) as relates to providing for the taxa-
tion of amounts wagered at horse and dog racing meet-
ings conducted in connection with State and county fairsreport the accompanying order (see Senate, No. 535).

For the committee,

EDWARD M. ROWE

Representatives Porter of Agawam and Hutchinson of
Boston dissent.
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Senate, April 18, 1945.

Ordered, That a joint special committee be appointed,
to consist of three members of the Senate to be appointed
by the President thereof and six members of the House
of Representatives to be appointed by the Speaker
thereof, to be known as the “Committee on Racing and
Racing Revenue”. The member first named on the
part of the Senate shall be Chairman and the member
first named on the part of the House shall be Vice-Chair-
man of the committee. The committee is hereby au-
thorized to sit during the recess of the General Court
for the purpose of making an investigation and study
of all matters affecting racing and racing revenue.

The committee shall, as a part of the general and
inclusive investigation and study of all matters affecting
racing and racing revenue, particularly investigate
whether the sums now payable to the Commonwealth
by holders of licenses to conduct horse and dog racing
meetings in the Commonwealth are just and reasonable
and whether they are best adapted to serve the revenue
requirements of the Commonwealth. It shall review the
conduct of these enterprises for the purpose of determin-
ing whether any change in the existing law with regard
to said conduct is necessary or desirable and what effect,
if any, any changes in the policy with regard to the
granting of licenses may have upon the revenues of the
Commonwealth. It shall also consider the probable
effect, upon the gross volume of the business of racing
meetings and therefore upon the revenues of the Com-
monwealth, of any changes in the provisions of Chapter
128 A of the General Laws, so far as it relates either to
the conduct of the business or the payments to the
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Commonwealth. It shall make necessary examinations
and inquiries with respect to horse and dog racing meet-
ings held outside the Commonwealth by which revenue
derived from pari-mutuel wagering within the Common-
wealth may be affected.

In such investigation and study the committee shall
consider the subject matter of current Senate documents
numbered 50, 52 and current House documents numbered
439, 618, 872, 1530 (so much as relates to increasing the
tax on money wagered at horse and dog racing meetings),
1575 (so much as relates to providing for the taxation of
amounts wagered at horse and dog racing meetings con-
ducted in connection with State and county fairs).

The committee shall be provided with quarters in the
State House or elsewhere and may hold hearings in
Boston or elsewhere, may travel within and without the
Commonwealth, shall be entitled to receive assistance
from all public employees within the Commonwealth,
may summon and examine witnesses and require by
subpoena the production of books and papers, and may
expend for clerical and other services and expenses such
sums not exceeding in the aggregate 815,000. as may
hereafter be appropriated therefor. It shall report to
the General Court not later than the first Wednesday
in January, 1946, by filing with the Clerk of the Senate
the results of its investigation, and its recommendations,
if any, together with drafts of legislation necessary to
carry said recommendations into effect.


